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"Simplest and Safest’’ 
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KEYNOTE OF THE FIRE-FIGHTING SERVICE 





This modern truck on a Ford F-800, 22 ton chassis with 212 H.P. engine is 
extremely versatile. The Hale HPQL, 3 stage pump can supply four 2!2”, two 
12” and two 1” lines simultaneously and can also produce high pressure fog 
on the booster lines. Each line has its own pressure gauge. Reels are Hannay 
automatic electric rewind type. Has 500 gallon booster tank and space for 
800 feet of 112’’ hose and 1500 feet of 212’ plus a complete complement of 
ladders and nozzles. Included is a folding attic ladder and the latest Elkhart 
J200 for nozzle. Manufactured by the Midwest Fire and Safety Equipment Co., 
Inc. of Indianapolis, Ind. for the Greenwood Indiana Fire Dept. 





















Today's fire fighter is trained scientifically and supplied with a powerful 
scientific instrument. The modern fire truck is a miracle of ability and operation. 
It not only transports men and equipment, but it serves as a mobile powerhouse, 
to pump water and chemicals, to raise ladders, to supply electric power for 
lights and, in general, to provide great mechanical force. 


Its ready response and its ability to cope with conditions beyond the capacity 
of mere men, makes it imperative that nothing delay it or prevent its getting 
to the scene safely. 


The modern fire fighting truck shown embodies the advanced thinking and 
refinement of the fire fighter’s and designer’s art. A well considered decision, 
not happenstance was responsible for equipping this apparatus with a FEDERAL 
Q2 siren and a model 17 Beacon Ray warning light. 


THIS TRUCK MUST GET THERE! 
FEDERAL Warning Signals will help it get there faster and safer! 


Don’t overlook these important items on your trucks. Specify a Federal 
Coaster Siren and Beacon Ray on all your apparatus. Write for catalog 
300 today. 






FEDERAL 
SIGNAL 
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Peel an Eye for August 


We don’t want to let our enthus- 
iasm run away with us, but all 
signs and indications point to next 
month’s IAFC Conference and 
Buyers’ Guide Issue as the biggest, 
most noteworthy book in the 80- 
year history of Fire ENGINEERING! 


Last year’s big conference num- 
ber shattered all records for edi- 
torial and advertising content, dis- 
tribution and readership. This 
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FABRIC FIRE HOSE COMPANY 


THE ONLY EXCLUSIVE MANUFACTURER OF FIRE HOSE IN AMERICA 


SANDY HOOK CONNECTICUT 
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THE MAN BEHIND 
vour /yr-/yfter EquipMENT 


SERVICE IN DEPTH . . . that’s the assurance you get 
with Fyr-Fyter extinguishers and accessory equipment. 
With Fyr-Fyter, service begins with the sale . . . and 
Fyr-Fyter keeps on serving you, no matter what your 
problem — municipal, commercial or industrial. 


Fyr-Fyter has the largest professional sales and service 
organization in the industry, men located in every state 
and Canada. They are well-trained specialists. . . know 
fire-fighting problems thoroughly . . . can recommend 
Fyr-Fyter equipment best designed for your needs. 


Choose from the industry’s most complete line — 1076 
items from a single source: Laboratory approved port- 
able fire extinguishers, fire hose, nozzles and other brass 
goods, pumps, clothing, ladders, warning and signal 
devices, first aid kits, masks and breathing apparatus. 
Place one order, check one shipment, pay one bill! 


Most important, you get service . . . service that ex- 
tends from point of sale on, including hydrostatic 
testing which is now made mandatory by most 
municipal fire codes; and CO? recharging on any 
make of extinguisher. Your Fyr-Fyter sales representa- 
tive knows what service in depth means . . . why not 
see him today, or write us for complete information now! 


Divisio oe GR OAny 


221 CRANE STREET, DAYTON 1, OHIO 
Branches: New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Dallas, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Portland, Seattle 
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Firemen like the easier- 
handling hose on the right 


HAT hose onthe right is B.F. 
Goodrich Flexseal hose. It coils 
tighter than the other, ordinary hose 
shown with it because it’s much more 
flexible, 23% lighter and 50% stronger. 
Chief Reed E. Fairley, above, of the 
Willoughby, Ohio, Fire Department, 
says that when they’re out on a call, his 
men rush to use the lighter Flexseal 
hose. It handles much easier and saves 
loading time afterwards because it racks 
naturally on the truck bed without 
kinking or twisting. Trucks can carry a 
third or even twice as much hose with 
Flexseal. 
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Another advantage that makes Flex- 
seal hose a favorite is the exclusive 
B.F.Goodrich Superseal protection. It 
gives Flexseal 10 times more resistance 
to mildew attack and rotting. Unlike 
ordinary treatments that just coat the 
surface of the hose, the Superseal solu- 
tion penetrates every cord of both inner 
and outer jackets. This special chemical 
treatment also protects against mois- 
ture absorption and freezing, increases 
hose’s resistance to fire. 

With all these improvements, B.F. 
Goodrich Flexseal hose still costs no 
more than ordinary treated hose. Your 


B.F.Goodrich fire hose distributor can 
give you more information, or write 
B.F.Goodrich Industrial Products Com- 
pany, Department M-112, Akron 18, 
Ohio. 


B.E Goodrich 


INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 
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grateful to Philadelphia for its vw ae 
4 a “agape fire last week 4 and 
imately it may be atef, + 
— the immediate aid given during” the 
ire. The whole Main Line may eventual} 
owe the Philadelphia fire department ; 
permanent debt of gratitude for intro 
ducing it to the “Giant Deluge” type of 
hose and Pumper, and for opening 
local eyes to the unquestionable need 


INTELLI-GIANT TURNS THE TIDE es 


: Giant Deluge 
(which was developed by the Philadelphia 


fire department and can pour 2000 gall 
R AUTOCAR FIRE! wots 5 ten 2 fom an 
AT MAJO U 0C s j tance of 300 feet from a dis- 


) with preventin th 
spread of the Autocar fire to the Mena 




























Rushed from nearby Philadelphia, the SS-99, equipped with dhe target Many observers are 
a Chiksan Intelli-Giant, was pressed into immediate service at the tide at a point ohne ae a 
the Autocar fire. Shifting wind-swept flames threatened to had & good headstart, could have tumed 
destroy the eastern end of the Autocar Building and nearby me a 
businesses. Within minutes after the torrent from the Intelli- oa . J ed na the case 
Giant was directed on that area of the building, the flames can be no doubt about ie ee = os 
were smothered and their spread arrested—dramatic proof community like the Main Line, with its 
of the drenching power afforded by this remarkable master pap districts and large 
stream monitor. the Giant —remn gy something like: 
Your town or plant can well benefit from the fire suppres- tained we do not know = Soanas “{ 
sion advantages this powerful monitor offers. The Chiksan But the Times has been sufficiently _ 
Intelli-Giant, equipped with a 3” nozzle, is capable of deliver- png by wn Pledge all-out support to 
ing up to 2500 gpm, a far reaching 425’ in distance, and 165’ of aieneen noe pe a similar piece 
in height, yet it actually costs less than ordinary monitors. fire companies,” te Main Line’s 


P Send for literature and prices today attention Dept. 247. 


The above editorial appeared in the Main Line Times, Ardmore, Pa., 
shortly after the Autocar fire. Reprinted by permission. 
Be sure you see MODERN FIREFIGHTING 


An informative movie on the latest development 
in master stream equipment. Write Chiksan 
Company, 330 No. Pomona Avenue, Brea, 
Calif., to arrange a showing. 






A SUBSIDIARY OF FOOD MACHINERY AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION hy 





® 





CHIKSAN COMPANY-BREA, CALIFORNIA » CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS » NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 
Well Equipment Mfg. Corp. (Division), Houston 1, Texas » Subsidiaries: Chiksan Export Company « Chiksan of Canada, Ltd 
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Douglas Aircraft Co. 

Convair Div., General Dynamics Corp. 
New York Transit Authority 

Southern Railway 








Nuclear energy takes over the fire watch... 


FIRE. 


Nuclear Energy Sounds the Ale rm a 


Precious 


PY R-A-LARM In a matter of min- 


utes the invisible beginnings of combustion can 
burst into flame and reach the proportions of a 
dangerous, destructive fire. Conventional thermal 
devices are powerless to detect fires in their real 
incipiency or those which smolder without creat- 
ing great heat. Precious minutes are lost while 
heat and flames build up. Now nuclear research, 
by saving those vital minutes for the fire fighter, 
safeguards precious lives and property. PYR-A- 
LARM, the nuclear energized pre-detector, can give 
warning the moment combustion starts because 
PYR-A-LARM is sensitive to the invisible, air 


borne products of combustion. 





AMONG ORGANIZATIONS WHICH HAVE 
INSTALLED PYR-A-LARM SYSTEM ARE: 


Tung Sol Electric, Inc. 

U. S. Bureau of Standards 

U. S. Department of the Navy 
Westinghouse Electric Corp. 


Each PYR-A-LARM detector head contains an 
outer or deteeting chamber, an inner or reference 
chamber anda cold cathode tube. The air in both 
chambers ig made conductive by special radium 
foils. As prpducts of combustion enter the detector 
chamber, Ahey upset the balance between the two 
chambers triggering the cold cathode tube. The 
tube in furn relays the signal to control cabinets 
which gre designed to actuate audible and visible 
alarms, release extinguishing systems, shut down 
equipment and perform other functions. 


Approved by Underwriters Laboratories Inc. and 
Fagtory Mutual Laboratories. 





Minutes Earlier 


PYROTRONICS, Post Office Box 390, Newark, N. J. 
C) Kindly send literature describing PYR-A-LARM. 
( Please contact me to arrange a demonstration in my office. 


FE-7-57 
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Buffalo, N.Y. fire department 
battling recent 4-alarm blaze at 
former rubber reclaiming plant. 


Photo by: R. L. Delaney, Buffalo Courier-Express 


The toughest test of all... 


No test can possibly duplicate actual fire- 
fighting conditions. Here, at the scene of 
a fire, is where your equipment faces its 
toughest test—a test Ward LaFrance 
apparatus has passed time after time. For 
over 39 years, these dependable pumpers 
have proved themselves in service, oper- 
ating under the most severe conditions 


when demands on equipment are great- 
est. Today's new Ward LaFrance Pumpers 
—with their specially designed cabs and 
chassis with unusual safety features—up- 
hold this great fire-fighting tradition. Get 
full details on 1957 Ward LaFrance 
models — write and request a repre- 
sentative to call on you. 


WARD LaFRANCE 


(e 
Sas TRUCK 


CORPORATION 


GENERAL OFFICE & FACTORY: Grand Central Ave., Elmira, N.Y. Tel. 3-563! DIRECT FACTORY BRANCH 139th St., & Bruckner Blvd., 
New York 54, N.Y. Tel CYpress 2-3300 EXPORT: Ward LaFrance International, Inc., Elmira, N.Y., U.S.A. Cable Address: “Wardtruck" 


FIRE APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS FOR OVER 39 YEARS 
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FIRE ALARM! 


) AT THE FIRST HOT BREATH OF FIRE 


KIDDE’S ATMO ALARM SYSTEM 


(using rate-of-temperature-rise tubing) 


TRIGGERS ALARM AT FIRE AREA 


(outside building or at local fire department) 


GIVES FIRE LOCATION AT 
ANNUNCIATOR PANEL 


(usually at manned telephone switchboard) 


Save priceless lives, save valuable buildings with Kidde’s 
Atmo Fire Alarm System. This wide-area automatic fire 
detecting and warning system sounds alarm almost the 
moment fire starts. Ideal where life protection and early 
fire warning is essential, the Kidde Atmo system operates 
independently of regular power sources, gives protection 
even if outside power fails. What’s more, the system can 
close doors, shut off fans, motors, blowers. Is automatically 
self-resetting after use or test. Write today for Kidde’s 
Atmo Alarm System booklet. 
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Kidde—Atmo 


FIRE DETECTION 
J. H. SCHARFF, INC. 
733 Main Street, Orange, N. J. 


A Subsidiary of 
Walter Kidde & Company, Inc. 
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MR, ROBERT C, BYRUS, Director of the 
University of Maryland Fire Service 
Extension Dept., reports: ‘““‘We’ve had 
less failure with hose of ‘Dacron’ and 
cotton than with conventional hose 
used under the same rough training- 
ground conditions.” 


Hose made with DACRON is lighter and 


REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 


easier to handle...gets into action fast 


Fire hose gets extra rough use at the University of Maryland 
Fire School. Repeated training exercises simulate very severe 
conditions. That’s why it’s especially meaningful when the 
school’s director reports, ‘““Our tests show hose made with 


EASIER-TO-CARRY hose made with EASIER-TO-COIL hose made with “Dacron” (left) 
“Dacron” is preferred for handling takes up less storage space ... dries faster than 
where seconds count. conventional fire hose. 


‘Dacron’* has better durability under these abusive condi- 
tions than does conventional hose.’’ 

Forward-looking fire departments throughout the country 
are using hose made with “‘Dacron’’ polyester fiber. They 
like the lightness and flexibility that make for easy handling. 
They like the speed in getting into action. Speed that lends 
itself to latest firefighting techniques . . . like those taught at 
the University of Maryland Fire School. 

Du Pont makes ‘‘Dacron’”’ yarn and supplies it to hose 
manufacturers. The combination of the unusual properties 
of ‘‘Dacron’’ plus hose manufacturers’ skill has resulted in a 
superior type of fire hose. Hose made with Du Pont ‘‘Dacron”’ 
is produced by all leading fire-hose manufacturers. The next 
time you buy hose, be sure it’s made with “‘Dacron’’. E. I. 
du Pont de Nemours & Co. (Inc.), 

Textile Fibers Dept., Wilmington 

98, Delaware. 0 lJ p ] N z 
*“Dacron” is Du Pont's registered trademark for 

its polyester fiber. =— 


BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING . » THROUGH CHEMISTRY 


FIRE HOSE MADE WITH “DACRON'’—is easier to handle... 


gives improved performance. 


.. racks more compactly. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





NG 








THE BEST! 


MYSTERY NOZZLE 


Developed in 1952... an immediate success, 
SELECT-O-STREAM proved to be one of the 
greatest original developments in Elkhart’s 
long list of fire fighting “firsts.” It’s a great 
compliment to be copied. It’s stimulating to 
know YOU’RE RIGHT and YOU’RE FIRST. 
Admirably referred to as SOS, Select-O- 
Stream has been one of the most talked of 
nozzles in the history of fire fighting. Accept 
this sincere request: TRY, TEST, COMPARE 
Select-O-Stream. YOU DECIDE! 
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Set to any stream without looking. You feel 
those embossed stream indicators. 


* 
Set to turn on in any position. 


Locks to the stream you choose. 


* 
Separate ball type shut-off. (Brass to 
neoprene seat) 


Improved grip serves as both grip and bumper. 


Teeth that chew the fog stream. (When you 
set the nozzle to fog these teeth go to work.) 


* 
Solid knurled base — easily attached. 
* 


NOW AVAILABLE IN THESE SIZES: 1”—1!2"—2'2". 


Write for complete literature 
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The Original MIDWESTERN 
STRIPED SAFETY COAT 


Reduces Accidents — Saves Lives 


When working under hazardous conditions in smoke, fog, 
dust and darkness, you deserve the safety protection found 
only in the Midwestern Striped Safety Coat. The highly 
visible yellow stripes are rubberized as part of the material 

. not glued, painted or sewed on. Tests show that Mid- 
western yellow stripes retain their natural color and have 
the same durability as the black fabric. 


There are many imitations but no substitute for the 
superior quality, design, fabric texture and outstanding 
safety features of MIDWESTERN SAFETY CLOTHING 
FOR FIREMEN! 



















MIDWESTERN | 
COMBINATION SAFETY SUIT 


The Midwestern Rubberized Coat and Bunker 
Pants combination make it easy for firemen to 
keep both warm and dry even in the most se- 
vere weather. Close fitting collar and elastic 
inner sleeve keep out sparks and water. Pants 
have double-stitched seams, reinforcing rivets 
at points of strain. Both garments available 
with detachable wool linings. 

For complete information on our full line 
of safety clothing for firemen, see your Mid- 
western dealer. A letter to the factory will also 
bring you literature and materials for your 
inspection. 


MIDWESTERN SAFETY MFG. co. Mackinaw, Illinois 








Manufacturers of the Famous MACKINAW Safety Coats 


606 FIRE ENGINEERING fe 








NG 











y! 











it new uu Td 
jor iil the “LITTLE BEAN 
high-pressure fog fire-fighter 





Here’s the compact new unit that puts two lines of John Bean High Pressure Fog into instant 
action — either while stationary or on the run. Built for speed, compactness and easy han- 
dling, it is ideal for the fast knockout of forest, grass and brush fires — for airport protection 


— for any type of fire where minutes count. 


Both municipal and rural fire departments are using it with outstanding success as an eco- 
noméical general purpose unit. City departments find it ideally suited as a “first out” truck, 
particularly for still alarms. It can also bé used for industrial applications. 


See the “Little Bean” in action and you'll see a score of your fire fighting problems solved. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


HIGH PRESSURE PUMP: 60 GPM with 850 PSI at 
the pump; 650 PSI fog at both guns simultaneously. 
Automatic Relief Valve: 1000 PSI pressure gauge. 


DRIVE: Transmission power take-off allows pump to 
be operated at full pressure with truck in motion. 


TANK: 250 gallon tank, cross baffled to prevent water 
surge. Copper bearing 10-Gauge steel with corrosion 
resistant coating — six-inch filler opening — removable 
top for easy access to all sections of tank. 


HOSE: Two 100-foot lengths of high pressure hose on 
each reel. Swivel connections to guns and reels. Stand- 
ard suction hose* in one 30-foot length (or two 10-ft. 
lengths) complete with strainer. 


REELS: Two drum type, spring loaded, high pressure 
reels, 200-ft. hose capacity each. Horizontal and verti- 
cal guide rollers for fast, easy hose pick up. 


3UNS: Two patented Bean High Pressure Fog Guns 


» with easy pattern control from fog to straight stream. 


\CCESSORIES: A full range of accessory items are 


available to meet your requirements. 


*Approved-Type, Fitted, Hard Suction Hose Available At Slight Extra Cost. 
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CHASSIS: Apparatus can be mounted on most stand- 
ard one-ton truck chassis. 


BODY: Careful tailoring and reinforced construction 
features produce eye appeal and rugged service. Other 
body features include 60 cu. ft. of weatherproof com- 
partment space for safe stowage and full rear platform 
with approved non-skid tread plate. 


A John Bean representative can arrange for a demon- 
stration of the “Little Bean” Fire-Fighter in your com- 
munity (a few localities excepted). Write for details. 


For information on John Bean's complete line of Fire- 
Fighters, ask for Catalog L-1171. 


Lansing 4, Mich. San Jose 1, Calif. 
ORIGINAL HIGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE-FIGHTERS 


A PRODUCT OF FOOD MACHINERY 
AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
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Maximum fire protection demands maximum 
effectiveness. Your firemen—dependable, able, 
and ready at a moment’s notice—must have 
equipment of the same qualifications. Every 
one of the parts that go into your 2-way radio 
must be the finest available . . . must be guar- 
anteed for long life... must keep the radio 
working in all emergencies. No wonder 3 out 
of 4 of the nation’s radio-equipped fire depart- 
ments depend upon Motorola 2-way radio 
and HANDIE-TALKIE® radiophone. 


® Handie-Talkie is a Registe 

















In New York, Miami, Los Angeles, Chicago 
...and practically every other leading city 
and countless large and small communities 
... rugged Motorola radio is proving that it 
is engineered to give the most dependable 
2-way communications. 


In your city or town, Motorola is ready to 
help you multiply your department’s effi- 
ciency and protection. Learn how these bene- 
fits can be applied to your own operation. 


red Trademark of Motorola, Inc. 


MOTOROLA >2-way Fire RADIO 


MOTOROLA COMMUNICATIONS & ELECTRONICS, INC. ¢ A Subsidiary of Motorola, Inc. * 4501 Augusta Blvd. * Chicago 51, Illinois 
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Rockwood Double Strength FOAM puts out flammable 
liquid fires quicker; at lower cost. Three parts FOAM liquid, 


blanket. 


97 parts water and 900 parts of air create a heat-resistant 





Put out fires fast with Rockwood 
Double Strength FOAM... and do it inexpensively! 


Rockwood Double Strength 
FOAM liquid puts out flammable 
liquid fires quicker at lower cost. 
Tenacious, fire-smothering bubbles 
efficiently sweep fire away, and best 
of all, you pay for only three parts 
per thousand of the actual extin- 
guishing .agent. Three parts of 
FOAM liquid combine with 97 parts 
of water and 900 parts of air. The 
water cost is negligible . . . the air is 
free . . . obviously the cost of the 
extinguishing agent must be low. 

If you are using other agents in 
the form of liquids, powders or gases 
you pay for 100% of the extinguish- 
ing agent, against 0.3% for Rock- 


wood Double Strength FOAM ... 
and shipping and handling costs are 
proportionately higher. With Rock- 
wood Double Strength FOAM you 
buy only the material that binds 
large volumes of air and water into 
an efficient fire extinguishing agent. 
This material is designed to combine 
with nature’s most plentiful ma- 
terials, air and water, to literally 
multiply itself hundreds of times. 

Rockwood Double Strength 
FOAM is economical to use . . . not 
only for actual fire fighting but for 
training better Fire Fighters. 

Send in the coupon below for com- 
plete information. Tested and listed 





by Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc. 
Distributors in all principal indus- 
trial areas. 


ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY ‘ 
Portable Fire Protection Division 

2022 Harlow Street 

Worcester 5, Massachusetts 


Please send me your illustrated 
booklet on Rockwood fire-fighting 
products. 








ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Engineers Water... to Cut Fire Losses 
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All churches connect to Fire Department by Master boxes, like this one. 
Interior has Sprinkler Watchman, Detectors and Non-Code Stations. 


ca 
Mr. W. H. Shaw, Superintendent of Education, reports every school has 
total 24-hour protection with directly connected fire alarm systems. 


ee 


~, 


N 
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The main street has three Master boxes plus two more — all within 3 blocks. 


Columbus Officials Design 
Total Fire Protection Using 
Modern Gamewell System 


There are “‘no missing links” in Columbus, Georgia! Municipal 
management applies modern concepts in Fire Alarm Communica- 
tions by using all the features of the Gamewell System to develop a 
completely integrated system which provides maximum protection 
for institutions, schools, churches, industrial properties, and com- 
mercial and public buildings. Over one-half of all the boxes in the 
city are Masters — directly connecting interior fire alarm systems 
to the Columbus Fire Department. 





Direct Connection for Complete Protection is the theme in 
Columbus — why not make it yours, too? If you would like to de- 
velop this concept of fire alarm communications for your city, call 
on Gamewell. They offer a FREE Survey and technical assistance 
in helping you get the most for your money in Fire Alarms. Get 
started today —send for the‘ Quick Facts Checklist”: Conversation 


- ir iss ‘ or Organization .. . it will save you money. 
HR IN COLUMBUS: q , 
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is in the very able hands o 
this trio: Supt. of Alarm GAMEWELL [GAME 





a. Tom vy my: Soe Cog a me J. COMPANY 
‘ man and Fire Chief T. C. Turner. 

They are shown ¢ the new Police Head- age i ce ved 

aeenae yl PR onblg po: oN Dh re In Canada: Northern Electric Co., Ltd., Belleville, Ont. 
alarm bell. Their responsibility covers a FIRST WHEN SECONDS COUNT! 
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“Fire Service Day” 


On May 4 last, the fire fighters of California cele- 
brated “Fire Service Day’—a day officially set apart 
by the Governor of that State to honor its fire forces in 
all ranks, all communities, Furthermore, by act of the 
State Legislature, May 4 will henceforth continue to 
be known and so celebrated. 


Fire Service Day is the idea of the enterprising head 
of the Los Angeles Fire Department, Chief Engineer 
William L. Miller. It was born of his conviction that it 
was about time the fire service got a bit of favorable 
promotion of and for itself. 


Chief Miller knows that firemen, generally, are de- 
voted and dedicated to the saving of lives and property 
from fire to an extent probably common to no other 
peacetime agency. 


But he knows, also, that in this hectic age not all 


of the public are conscious of this fact, particularly | 


when it comes to supporting the fire service in its effort 
to maintain its forward progress. 


He knows that too many of those who direct the 
destinies of our fire forces—politically at least—accept 
this dedicated service altogether too complacently, 
confidently assuming that it will continue unfailingly 
and indefinitely, regardless of budget starvation, pub- 
lic indifference, or other handicaps. 


It is no secret that the man-on-the-street, as well 
as those responsible for administering our fire depart- 
ments, have been drifting away from the fire service 
as a necessary municipal entity. The shift has been 
imperceptible, but it is nonetheless persistent as the 
physical, political and economic structures of our 
municipalities have changed over the years. Most 
chiefs will agree that it is becoming increasingly diffi- 
cult to maintain their fire departments at requisite effi- 
ciency levels in order to cope with the growing de- 
mands being made upon them as a result of the chang- 
ing order of things. But they cannot agree on the best 
method of overcoming this handicap. 


Chief Miller rightly concluded that the best way 
to stem the ebbing public interest in the fire service 


was to bring the public and the fire forces together 
on a common ground and friendly level so that Mr. 
Average Citizen and his family could have opportunity 
to observe and appreciate the organizational structure 
and facilities of his local fire department, and learn 
first hand how the latter serves him. 


At the same time, the Chief saw that fire fighters 
themselves would benefit from a closer understanding 
of the individual citizen’s thinking and thereby make 
proper allowances for the latter’s apparent disinterest 
and failure to help fight the battles of the fire fighter. 


Nothing particularly earth-shaking in this deduction. 
Many other chiefs had reached the same conclusion. 
But with Chief Miller, to reach a conclusion meant 
action. And he got it, not only from his own promo- 
tionally-conscious department, but from practically 
every California fire service organization, from the 
State Junior Chamber of Commerce and other inter- 
ested groups. And further, as we have said, he got 
action not only at the top levels, but right up to Gov- 
ernor Goodwin J. Knight himself. 


The “trial run” proved that Fire Service Day was, 
and is sound. It worked. And if it worked well in Cali- 
fornia, it should work equally well elsewhere. 

Therefore, Fire ENGINEERING strongly urges that 
Fire Service Day be made national in scope—a day 
when the fire stations of the nation become the meet- 
ing places of fire fighters and those who support them 
and whom they protect; a day when the littlest tot and 
veteran voter will be made conscious of the fire fighter, 
his job, his accomplishments and his needs and his fire 
department. 


The story of Fire Service Day is told more in detail 
later on in this issue. The seed of the idea has been 
well planted; it has been nourished and borne fruit. 
We will watch with interest to see how it develops in 
the years to come. 


Ld £F. sae ah 


Editor 


























Sponsors of the move to bring 
the fire service and public into 
closer harmony meet with Governor 
Goodwin Knight in his chambers. 
Shown are (front row, left to 
right): J. R. Crotti, fire prevention 
chairman, State Junior Chamber 
of Commerce; Chief William Miller, 
Los Angeles; Chief Matt Jimenez, 
Hayward, secretary, California Fire 
Chiefs Association; Governor 
Knight; Seth Joh > bly- 
man, 57th District; John Marston, 
president, California Fire Chiefs 
Association; (back row, left to 
right): J. Tomblin, first vice-presi- 
dent, California Fire Chiefs Associ- 
ation; Harold Bowhay, fire service 
director, State Civil Defense; Carlos 
Bee, assemblyman, 13th District; 
State Fire Marshal Joe Yockers and 
Deputy Chief William Goss, Los 
Angeles 





California fire forces develop a new and 


effective good will-building program in 


“FIRE SERVICE DAY" 


SOMETHING NEW in public stimulus 
toward greater cooperation with and ap- 
preciation of local organized fire services 
was launched throughout the State of 
California recently when Governor Good- 
win J. Knight issued a state-wide procla- 
mation establishing May 4th as “Fire 
Service Day.” 

Activated by Chief Engineer William 
L. Miller of the Los Angeles City Fire 
Department, the idea of a day when citi- 
zens would be urged to visit their neigh- 
borhood fire station and there, as guests, 
become acquainted with the firemen and 
learn firsthand what their tax-dollar was 
providing in fire fighting equipment, be- 
gan as a local Los Angeles “fire house- 
open house” project. Before the local 
project got off the ground, neighboring 
fire chiefs expressed a desire to have 
their departments engage in similar pro- 
grams, As a result of the apparent en- 
thusiasm, the possibilty of state-wide 
participation was pursued in the form of 
a resolution presented at a meeting of 
the California Fire Chiefs Association 
where it was quickly accepted as a long 
overdue project. 

Almost simultaneously, the Los An- 
geles Junior Chamber of Commerce Fire 
Prevention Committee, with the sanction 
of the Los Angeles fire chief, voted to 
initiate a state-wide cooperative effort to 
support and publicize the Fire Service 
Day project through proper channels of 
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the State Junior Chamber office. In state- 
wide communications emanating from 
the offices of the California Fire Chiefs 
Association it was pointed out that any 
local service organization acceptable to 
its fire department, such as the local 
Junior Chamber of Commerce, might be 
effective as a sponsoring group for the 
project. 

Co-sponsoring organizations in the 
state included the International Associa- 
tion of Fire Fighters, California State 
Firemen’s Association and the California 
Rural Firemen’s Association. 

With the package sent by the Los 
Angeles Junior Chamber to the State 
Junior Chamber Board for approval and 
adoption was a suggested resolution to 
be passed by that board for state-wide 
supporting action on the Fire Service 
Day project at all Junior Chamber local 
levels, and an extensive outline of sug- 
gested promotional and celebration activ- 
ities for the “big day.” 


Governor fires starting gun 


Three weeks ahead of the Day Chief 
Miller and representatives of the spon- 
soring organizations visited the office of 
the California Governor with their re- 
quest that he issue a state-wide procla- 
mation regarding Fire Service Day. Issu- 
ance of the proclamation was the starting 


gun for all local publicity and promo- 
tional plans then put into effect. 

In Los Angeles, as in other cities and 
towns, the Junior Chamber in their an- 
nual contact with insurance companies 
and other large organizations to secure 
financial backing and support, included 
the Fire Service Day project in their list 
of regular activities for the coming year. 
Similar contacts were made to obtain 
give-away items for those citizens visit- 
ing fire stations on the Day, such as fire 
prevention comic books, toy fire helmets 
and badges for the children and home 
fire prevention literature for the adults. 
A representative of the J.C., with a 
member of the local fire department, 
prepared written releases for all news 
agencies such as newspapers, television 
and radio and made additional contact 
with local civic organizations—Parent 
Teachers Association, Kiwanis, Rotary 
and speakers bureaus, youth groups, etc. 
—to enlist their aid in publicizing the 
event through business and social con- 
tacts of their members. Arrangements 
were made for industrial and business 
house organs and bulletin boards to carry 
notices on Fire Service Day to employees 
and their families. An offer was made by 
the Southern Pacific Railroad to an- 
nounce the coming Fire Service Day 
over public address systems in passenger 
trains en route all over the state. 

A “Queen” was selected by Junior 
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Los Angeles Mayor Norris Poulson stands between Edsel Curry, president of the Los Angeles 
Junior Chamber of Commerce and Fire Chief William L. Miller, after issuing proclamation (held 
by Chief Miller) establishing the City of Los Angeles as a participant in California's Fire 


Service Day held May 4—Los Angeles F. D. photo 


Chamber members and introduced pub- 
licly as “Miss Fire Service Day.” She was 
Miss Darlene Hendrix of 20th Century 
Fox Studios. Miss Fire Service Day 
made many TV appearances urging citi- 
zen participation in the Day and rode a 
piece of fire apparatus through the 
streets of the Hollywood area for further 
public stimulus. 

Within the Los Angeles Fire Depart- 
ment communications through channels 
alerted all members that they would 
play host to visiting citizens in their 
“first-in” districts on Fire Service Day. 
Public relations personnel arranged for 
distribution of welcome signs, furnished 
by the local Junior Chamber, to be dis- 
played on the fronts of all 92 Los An- 
geles fire stations. Signs were also sched- 
uled for display on twelve pieces of 
ladder apparatus touring their business 
and shopping districts. Arrangements 
were also made for coffee to be served 
to adults visiting the stations. 


Proclamations issued 


Mayor Norris Poulson of Los Angeles 
issued a Fire Service Day proclamation 
to the city, as did other heads of cities 
and towns throughout the state. The 
Mayor’s participation plus a resolution 
by the Los Angeles City Council urging 
citizen participation, lent much to the 
publicity efforts of the event. 

As the day for the big experiment 
drew near, the hitherto silent questions 
in the minds of its Los Angeles perpe- 
trators came out. Had the Day been 
publicized enough? Would many people 
be interested? Was the quantity of give- 
away material too much? Or too little? 
Did the rest of the state get the word? 
Fire department public relations men 
were suddenly apprehensive about the 
answers. New questions arose. Why 
didn’t we do this—and that. How come 
we overlooked this obvious publicity 
gimmick? You couldn’t call it panic, but 
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there were furrows appearing in admin- 
istrative brows and even a little verbal 
dejection. Then May 4th broke as 92 fire 
stations made the 8:00 a.m. shift change. 

In Los Angeles the activities for Fire 
Service Day were practically confined to 
an open house type of program. In a few 
stations people were literally waiting at 
the fire house doors. In some, public re- 
sponse was still in question until the 
middle of the morning or later, but in 
most cases the avalanche of visitors 
throughout the day greatly surprised the 
firemen on duty. Over 38,000 children 
and more than 12,000 adults, most of 
them seeing “behind the big doors” for 
the first time, met the fire fighters who 
serve their neighborhood and saw first- 
hand the highly specialized fire equip- 
ment in readiness there for their protec- 
tion. 

Junior Chamber of Commerce mem- 
bers were on hand in many stations to 
help greet the public and take over as 
hosts in the event an alarm called the 
firemen away. 

Because there had been no previous 
yardstick with which to determine an 
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Water polo highlighted Fire Service Day festivities in Stockton. Here Stockton team bats 
water polo ball with water streams—and gets a ducking to the delight of crowds at the Civic 


Auditorium 








Water throwing exhibiticn by local fire fighters under Fire Chief J. L. Stevenson, utilizing 
portable deluge sets, ladder pipes, etc., sustained interest of Stockton crowds on ‘‘The Day” 


—Stockton F, D. photos 
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Hawthorne, Cal., fire fighters under Chief Joy West, fought real fires as thrill detail of their 
Fire Service Day promotion. Here youngsters and grownups observe handling of blaze in vola- 


tiles— Hawthorne F. D. photo 


ample quantity of give-away material, 
the supply fell considerably short of the 
demand in most areas of the city. This 
proved disheartening to a lot of firemen 
whose natural eagerness toward children 
and other visitors caused a little con- 
sternation in them when these favors 
were quickly expended, in many cases 
by mid-morning. That embarrassing sit- 
uation should not come up again of 
course, now that an approximate number 
of Fire Service Day visitors can be antic- 
ipated. 

Reports reaching the offices of the Los 
Angeles Fire Department were fragmen- 
tary and without much in the way of 
statistics, but communications from a 
good cross-section, geographically, of the 
state revealed that the program was suc- 
cessful beyond expectations. 

There was no particular pattern to the 
activities conducted by the different 
cities; promotion took many forms. Many 
departments displayed considerable in- 
genuity in developing demonstrations 
and exhibitions to dramatize the work of 
their fire fighters and departments. 

In the City of Stockton, for example, 
a unique form of water polo contest was 
staged for the public by local and area 
firemen. Competing teams _ included 
crews from East Side, Tuxedo-Country 
Club and Lincoln Districts. Here also, as 
in other municipalities, demonstrations 
of aerial ladder raising and other fire 
department operations were staged. 

In San Mateo, Fire Chief Hugh F. 
Morris reported a highly successful open 
house which was attended by the local 
press and which resulted in an excellent 
page feature story on the fire department 
of that city. 


Hawthorne chronology of events 


Typical of the more extensive promo- 
tions was that of the City of Hawthorne. 
Fire Chief Joy West reports as follows: 

Several thousand people enjoyed Fire 
Service Day in the City of Hawthorne 
by attending a fire equipment parade, a 
fire show and conducted tours of the fire 
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department. This program was made 
possible through the joint efforts of the 
Union Oil Company, the Hawthorne 
Junior Chamber of Commerce and the 
Hawthorne Fire Department. 

At 1:00 p.m., a parade of fire equip- 
ment representing the Army, the Navy 
and all adjacent cities toured the busi- 
ness district while en route to the City 
Park where all equipment was displayed 
to the public. 

Fire units in the parade were furnished 
by the following departments: Douglas 
Aircraft, El Segundo Division—one crash 


truck and one jeep; El Segundo Fire De- 
partment—one pumper; Gardena Fire 
Department — one pumper; Inglewood 
Fire Department —one Civil Defense 
rescue unit; Los Angeles County Fire 
Department—one pumper and one lad- 
der truck company; Northrop Fire De- 
partment—one aircraft crash truck; Re- 
dondo Beach Fire Department — one 
pumper; Area Civil Defense—one 
pumper; and six units from the Haw- 
thorne Fire Department. 

At 1:20 p.m., a fire fighting contest 
was conducted between four Hawthorne 
engine companies. The contest winner 
was determined by the length of time 
required to make a hydrant connection, 
lay to and extinguish separate structural 
fires. A trophy was presented by the Jun- 
ior Chamber of Commerce to the win- 
ning company. 

At 1:40 p.m., there were three fire 
fighting demonstrations of controlling 
large spills of high test gasoline with 
mechanical foam, air foam and high 
pressure fog. 

At 1:50 p.m., a fire fighting demon- 
stration was conducted of an above- 
ground aviation gasoline storage tank that 
had been ignited by a grass fire. Extin- 
guishment was made with one man and 
one small fire line. 

At 2:00 p.m., a three-dimensional pe- 
troleum fire demonstration was conduct- 
ed. A large butane tank with the dis- 
charge pipe broken off was ignited and 
extinguished by forcing the flame away 
from the tank while a plug was placed 
in the tank stopping the flow of butane. 


Continued on page 651 





Some idea of the various ways and 
means of introducing and promoting 
Fire Service Day may be drawn 
from the original “Outline of Pro- 
cedure” prepared by the California 
State Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
for guidance at the local level. 
These included: 


1. Contact public utilities who 
might use insert announcement in 
the mailing of utility bills. 


2. Posters for display in public 
places, stores, etc., and on the front 
of fire stations. 


3. Name local girl as “Queen” of 
Fire Service Day. 


4. Parade of one or more pieces 
of fire apparatus with appropriate 
announcement signs. 


5. Provide fire insurance litera- 
ture, toys or other gimmicks to be 
used as handouts at fire stations on 
the appointed day to encourage vis- 
its by the public. 


6. Contact youth groups and adult 
organizations to request by letter or 





How to Promote a Fire Service Day 


personal contact, that the invitation 
to visit the local fire stations be car- 
ried by these organizations into their 
homes and businesses. 


‘ 7. Arrange for fire department 
demonstrations preceding or on the 
appointed day. 


8. Provide for coffee and dough- 
nuts or other refreshments at fire 
stations on appointed day. 


9. Arrange for coverage by news- 
papers, radio and television of any 
or all publicity efforts preceding the 
appointed day (mayor’s or public 
officials’ acceptance of governor's 
proclamation—crowning of queen, 
etc.). Contact state boards of edu- 
cation. Announcements in schools. 


10. Establish memorial _ services 
paying tribute to men of the fire 
service who gave their lives while 
performing their duty. 


11. Arrange for visits to fire sta- 
tions by neighbors and small groups. 


12. Arrange dinners or functions 
honoring fire department members. 
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First General Alarm 
in Bridgeport in 16 Years 


A GENERAL ALARM FIRE of unknown 
origin destroyed a cluster of nine frame 
warehouses of the First National Stores, 
Inc., in the South End section of Bridge- 
port, Conn., on May 14 causing damage 
estimated at $500,000. The fire which 
brought injury to 24 fire fighters, ruined 
1,800 tons of food and produce. 

The first alarm was received from Box 
181, Main and Whiting Streets, at 5:46 
p.m. Two engine companies, one ladder 
company and a squad car arrived on this 
alarm in command of Assistant Chief 
Percy M. Searles. Four minutes later, at 


Fire 


5:50 p.m., Chief Searles ordered a second 
alarm sounded from the same box which 
brought Chief Sylvester E. Jennings and 
two additional companies. A special call 
was sent in by Assistant Chief Edward 
F. Bannon at 5:53 p.m. Chief Jennings 
ordered a general alarm—the first in that 
city in 16 years—bringing all companies 
to the scene. Recall was 9:04 p.m., al- 
though companies remained at the fire 
for several hours. 

With the general alarm, area mutual 
aid was invoked, bringing apparatus and 
men from Easton, Stratford, Long Hill, 


Aerial view of the general alarm fire which destroyed nine warehouses of the First National 
Stores, Inc., at Bridgeport, Conn. Exposed residences were evacuated; smoke pall covered en- 
tire south end of the city—Bridgeport Post photo by Al Mathewson 
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Bridgeport firemen operate un- 
der difficulties of railroad cars, 
high tension power lines, truck 
parking areas, limited access roads 
to fire. Aerial ladders proved effec- 
tive in getting water on spreading 
blaze and protecting exposures 
—Photo courtesy Bridgeport F. D. 


Fairfield and Milford. These forces were 
assigned to Assistant Chief May of the 
West Side, who located them in empty 
Bridgeport fire houses. Although no out- 
of-city apparatus operated on the main 
fire, these forces handled two alarms re- 
ceived during the big blaze. Some outside 
personnel also reported for duty without 
apparatus and worked at the major blaze. 

All incoming units were given a local 
fire fighter as a guide. 

When Chief Searles arrived, he found 
flames shooting through open doors of a 
freight car nearby. The fire later spread 
to the cluster of buildings occupied by 
the food supply firm and burned out of 
control for three hours. At the height of 
the fire eight houses on Main Street near 
the burning buildings were evacuated by 
Chief Jennings. One of the four houses 
closest to the scene ignited but the fire 
was quickly extinguished. 

Flames spread rapidly through each of 
the warehouse buildings, which adjoined 
one another, and the fire then mush- 
roomed quickly to the roofs which were 
covered with tar paper. 

Thick, black, acrid smoke poured from 
the buildings and blotted out the sky as 
though night had fallen. The heavy 
smoke pall was seen as far as Westport, 
Easton and Milford, bringing thousands 
to the scene. 

During the fire, portions of the roofs 
of the burning buildings caved in, send- 
ing flames and sparks 100 feet into the 
air, threatening the block-long Acme 
Freight House, Inc., located 25 feet from 
the rear of the fire-swept building. 

Tom Magner 


One of over 20 firemen knocked out by 
the heat, smoke and other injuries, but there 
were no fatalities —Courtesy Bridgeport F. D. 
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A FIRE COMMISSIONER VIEWS HIS JOB 


By PAXTON MENDELSSOHN 


Board of Fire Commissioners, Detroit, Mich. 


With the problems of administering a modern fire de- 


partment growing apace in number and complexity, 


the job of fire commissioner assumes increasing stature 


and importance. Here is how one of the nation's out- 


standing commissioners interprets his position, and its 


attendant problems and pleasures. 


BY APPOINTMENT I am a fire com- 
missioner. Many might consider me a 
buff—well at heart I probably am. But 
from my observations of many years of 
association with fire departments, and 
the last ten years as a commissioner, I 
am convinced that the latter compliments 
the former and that every commissioner 
who has a few drops of buff blood in his 
system has more real enthusiasm for his 
work and can develop a better and more 
thorough understanding of the many seri- 
ous phases of administering a fire de- 
partment and the myriad of problems 
with which he may be confronted. 

Let’s list just a few of the many 
basic problems. First and above all are 
the labor relations. Naturally I speak 
from the viewpoint of a fully paid fire 
department and I shall enlarge on this 
phase later on. Then there is the acquisi- 
tion and maintenance of apparatus; selec- 
tion of hose and various tools; the build- 
ing of new or replacement of old fire 


houses and department buildings; the 
possible relocation of fire companies to 
conform to the changing scene; the en- 
largement and modernizing of the com- 
munications and water supply systems; 
the improvement and extension of the 
fire marshal’s division, namely: inspec- 
tions, fire prevention activities, and arson 
investigation. And let’s not overlook good 
public relations and the endeavor to keep 
the department well known and re- 
spected by the taxpayers and all who 
look for the protection of their lives and 
property. 

These are but a few of the many sub- 
jects over which a fire commissioner, or a 
board of commissioners, must administer, 
make decisions, and then see that the 
programs are carried to completion. And 
each one of the above can in turn be 
broken down into many minor functions; 
so actually being a commissioner, if the 
job is approached with thoroughness, re- 
quires the knowledge of many subjects 


and the ability to apply sound reasoning 
to many varied decisions. 

Still expressing my thoughts as they 
relate to a rather extensive fully paid 
municipal fire department, it will be 
quickly seen that it is not always possi- 
ble to carry out what one should do or 
what one would like to do, rather it re- 
solves itself to what one can do. 

Department activities are controlled 
by what the mayor, or city manager, and 
the budget bureau, make possible through 
financial allowances. There are city or- 
dinances and regulations, as well as state 
laws, that must be complied with. There 
is civil service with its job classifications, 
and the comptroller’s office, which 
through various regulation made on them 
supervise salary and wage rates. And 
so it goes. And then also, on the other 
side of the ledger, is the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters with its require- 
ments, credits, deficiencies and depart- 
ment ratings. 

So it can be recognized that a fire 
commissioner has many things to con- 
sider and yet he must endeavor to keep 
the fire department efficient, well run, 
happy as to personnel, and with as high 
a rating as is possible with the funds 
available and the actions permissible. 
This is not always easy but that buff 
blood in one’s system is just the thing 
that makes the job interesting, makes one 
like it, and provides the necessary impe- 
tus to do a job to the best possible satis- 
faction of all concerned—particularly 
oneself, 


/ 


Human element important 


Now let’s get back to that matter of 
labor relations, both the fire fighting staff 








About the Author 


Paxton Mendelssohn literally grew up 
with the Detroit Fire Department. He 
cannot remember when he first followed 
(chased is the better word for it) the 
engines. He was Mr. Detroit Buff him- 
self. Even when he entered business, he 
kept up buffing. He served for years as 
chairman of the Detroit Board of Com- 
merce’s Fire Prevention Committee and 
he helped found and served as president 
of Detroit’s Box 12 Club. 

One of his most munificent gifts was 
two completely equipped ambulances 
which he presented the Detroit Fire De- 
partment. In 1951 he donated $18,000 
to completely modernize the one remain- 
ing vehicle. 


Paxton Mendelssohn was appointed a 
member of the Board of Fire Commis- 
sioners in 1948 and he has been reap- 
pointed every term since that date. In 
March, 1950, he was appointed president 
of the Board of Commissioners. In 1951 
he was honored by the City Council civic 
and business associates, and members of 
the fire fighters union for his benevolent 
services and devotion to the task of fire 
protection. 


Commissioner Mendelssohn is widely 
recognized as an authority on fire de- 
partment administration. He has long 
been a contributor to Fire ENGINEERING. 
He is a member of the International As- 
sociation of Fire Chiefs and numerous 
other fire service organizations. 
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and the civilian employees. First, of 
course, is the matter of the pay check, 
followed immediately by the compara- 
tive rates from recruit through progres- 
sive increases to fully-rated fire fighter, 
and up through various ranks of pro- 
motion to officer grades and chief offi- 
cer rankings. 

With civilian employees, the salary 
rates generally are made by job classi- 
fications of the civil service, and approved 
by council or the mayor. I believe a 
commissioner should always be glad to 
see his employees paid as much as is 
possible within reason, but unfortunately 
many times this detail is controlled by 
authority outside the fire department, 
and a commissioner can only make rec- 
ommendations, with no personal power of 
accomplishment. 

Next, let’s take working conditions. 
They should include such factors as 
quality and condition of fire stations; 
hours of work; type and length of tours 
of duty; furloughs; sick leave allowances; 
the use of fire fighting clothing and 
equipment, uniforms; discipline—which 
includes the rules and regulations of the 
department; the enforcement of such 
rules; and also the pension provisions. 
Here a commissioner can expect to meet 
the most varied and complicated situa- 
tions. And with all this, there should 
still be considered the over-all endeavor 
to maintain cordial relations between 
management and the personnel. 

The functions I have included under 
working conditions are not sequenced in 
relation one to another, but it will be 
seen that one can at least maintain good 
clean fire station howsekeeping; one can 
control to a degree the quality and style 
of uniforms and fire clothing; one can 
make reasonable department rules and 
regulations and then enforce them fairly; 
and one can to a measure, control tours 
of duty, but the hours per week worked, 
sick leaves, length of furloughs, and 
pensions, are all generally controlled by 
city ordinances and/or state laws, and 
pensions likewise are set up and admin- 
istered beyond the authority of the de- 
partment, At times these various items 
become somewhat complicated but with 
all that, a commissioner should at all 
times consider each phase with the en- 
deavor to keep a good morale and conse- 
quently an efficient and high grade de- 
partment. 


Count on chief’s cooperation 


When it comes to apparatus, hose, 
tools, communications, water supply, fire 
prevention, arson investigation, public 
relations, and all the many other facets 
and activities of a modern fire depart- 
ment, it is to be expected that one can 
or should rely on the experience and 
advice of the chief of department, su- 
perintendent of apparatus, the fire mar- 
shal, and the chief officer in charge of 
each division, plus the practical experi- 
ences of the officers and men. But even 
so, I am convinced that a commissioner 
should endeavor to know and under- 
stand these activities, and the apparatus, 
equipment, and tools required, so that 
he can intelligently discuss them with 
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Whether it be the latest type aerial ladders, as these in operation at the costly Saunders 
fire, or a simple hose fitting, insistence has been on ‘‘nothing is too good for the fire fighter’’ 


his staff and make decisions with convic- 
tion, Under such conditions, the staff 
will feel closer, will have more respect 
for you and the end result will be a 
better operated and equipped depart- 
ment, and a friendlier feeling between 
all concerned, 

It requires a lot of patience because 
the wheels of municipal government 
sometimes grind slowly. It also requires 
a lot of study and understanding of the 
myriad of diversified subjects that enter 
into the administration of a capable fire 
department, and a comprehension of 
many personalities, their thinking, and 
the fact that they have a lot more prac- 
tical experience on the job than you 
could possibly have had. Then there is 
the understanding of the fire marshal’s 
division with its fire prevention and in- 
spection program—a very important de- 
tail. Also, and likewise important, you 
must have a reasonable knowledge of 
the layout and operation of the munici- 
pal water system, And let’s include an- 
other function: Keeping a finger on your 
medical division, namely, the doctors who 
look after the health and welfare of your 
personnel. 

In more recent years another important 
detail cannot be overlooked by a fire 
commissioner—that is the necessity of 
working with the civil defense authori- 
ties. In this connection, our department 
like many others has such a program. 


—Detroit News photo 


Inter-service relationships 


All of that to which I have referred is 
within our own department, under our 
own administrative responsibility; but it 
does not stop there. In a city of any 
size, the fire department needs the close 
cooperation of its police force, not alone 
at large fires but very often, and far 
more frequently, at ordinary first-alarm 
working fires. Therefore, a personal ac- 
quaintanceship and cordial relations with 
the police commissioner and his staff 
are very important. 

As a fire commissioner is generally 
appointed by the mayor, it is to be sup- 
posed he has a close relationship with 
him, but what I have said about the 
police department also applies to the 
budget director and his staff, for they 
have the authority to approve or deny 
your requests—the civil service which 
controls many phases of the department's 
activities, the comptroller’s office which 
handles the finances, and the members 
of the city council (or by whatever name 
it is called in your city) who, in my city, 
have the last say in approving the budget. 
Also include in this picture the water 
commission, public light commission, di- 
rector of public works, director of streets 
and traffic, and the health department. 
The cooperative spirit of all these divi- 
sions of city government can do a lot 


Continued on page 644 
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Section of seven-alarm as- 
signment operating at Johnson 
and Wimsatt lumber yard fire 
from Maine Avenue. Ten lines 
supplying master stream appli- 
ances were from Fireboat 




















“W. T. Belt’ in nearby Wash- 
ington Channel 
—Photo by Walter S. Telep 


Many Multiple Alarms Plague 
District of Columbia Fire Fighters 


Chief Millard Sutton can't recall any period "in the last 30 years with 


so many multiples in so short a time." Six weeks' losses hit million mark 


SPRING GOT OFF to a hot start for the 
Washington, D. C. Fire Department, with 
four multiple-alarm fires—including two 
fourth alarms or higher*—between April 
30th and May 5th. 

The two big ones were: A $250,000 
pre-dawn four-alarm blaze on April 30th 
which gutted a four-story warehouse in 
central Washington; and a $500,000 lum- 
ber yard fire on May 5th, which necessi- 
tated four alarms and three special calls 
(e.g., seven alarms, ) and burnt out a city 
block of lumber, builders’ supplies and 
yard structures. 

The other fires were in rooming houses 
in the northwest section of the city. One, 
on May 2nd, set by an arsonist, brought 
out a three-alarm assignment and resulted 
in five injuries. The other, on May 4th, 
was rapidly brought under control after 
a second alarm had been sounded. 


$250,000 loss in warehouse fire 


At 4:18 a.m., April 30th, an ADT sig- 
nal was received at fire headquarters from 
the E. B. Adams Company, hotel and 
restaurant supplies, 641 New York Ave., 
N.W. The fire alarm dispatcher set up 

* Washington does not set up regular assign- 


ménts above four alarms. All units needed after 
a fourth alarm are special called. 
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By R. D. HEINL, JR. 


Box 2196 (a special box for that particu- 
lar location ), and a first-alarm assignment 
of four engines, two ladders and a rescue 
squad responded. 

When Engine 6, first due, arrived from 
its quarters three blocks away, part of the 
street floor was already heavily involved 
and fire was blazing out of a front en- 
trance. Moments later, at 4:20 a.m., as 
soon as he reached the scene, the chief 
of the 6th battalion ordered a second 
alarm struck. He then ordered all com- 
panies to prepare to fight the fire with 
heavy streams, making no attempt to ad- 
vance hand lines. 

Arriving with the second-alarm assign- 
ment of four more engines, another ladder 
and Rescue Squad 2, the deputy chief 
engineer ordered a third alarm at 4:24 
a.m., and ten minutes later, Chief Engi- 
neer Millard H. Sutton, who had re- 
sponded on the second alarm, ordered a 
fourth alarm, bringing four additional 
engines and two ladders. 

The original site of the fire was located 
adjacent to an open elevator shaft, where 
a gas heater had apparently ignited un- 
protected overhead joists in a stockroom 
and the flames mushroomed rapidly to all 


floors and the roof. At the same time, the 
first floor ceiling and second floor im- 
mediately above, were quickly involved, 
while fire also extended up the 75-year- 
old building’s stairwell. 

Using heavy streams from ladder pipes 
on all five aerial ladders which responded, 
plus deck pipes and master streams from 
the street and adjacent roofs, the Wash- 
ington firemen battled to save the ex- 
posures—a lumber warehouse to the west 
and an office-supply firm to the east. In 
the words of Chief Sutton, who immedi- 
ately cleared all crews from inside, “The 
whole block could have gone.” The block 
is heavily built up, mainly with commer- 
cial occupancies in pre-1900 brick struc- 
tures. 

Shortly after the fourth alarm, the sec- 
ond floor, weakened by the fire, collapsed. 
The third and fourth floors and then the 
roof followed in a quick succession, 
bringing down more than ten tons of 
water-soaked paper supplies received a 
few days previously. At 7:00 a.m., al- 
though plenty of fire remained in the 
building’s shell, the blaze was declared 
under control, having been confined to 
the Adams premises. Overhauling and 
wetting down continued throughout the 
day. 

Estimating damage at $250,000, Fire 
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Firemen operate heavy deluge streams on blaze in former stable of lumber yard. Shed 
(left rear of photograph) and quantities of stacked lumber were saved -Photo by Walter S, Telep 


Inspector Kermit R. Mullins ruled out 
arson and blamed the gas heater beneath 
the unprotected wood joists. District of 
Columbia authorities ordered the remains 
of the structure pulled down as a threat 
to public safety. As this was in progress 
the day after, the ruins rekindled bring- 
ing out the original one-alarm assignment. 
Engine companies remained on the scene 
for four hours of further wetting down. 


Chronology of the fire was as follows: 
4:18 a.m.—First alarm (Box 2196): 
Engines 6, 16, 2, 4; Rescue Squad 1; 
Trucks 4, 3; chief of the Sixth Battalion. 
4:20 a.m.—Second alarm: Engines 3, 





Chief officer directs attack in early stages of lumber yard fire. 
Emergency plan of fire department was activated to obtain manpower 
to combat blaze and protect remainder of city —Photo by Walter 8, Telep 
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12, 1, 9; Rescue Squad 2; Truck 1; Chief 

of the First Battalion; deputy chief; chief 

engineer; superintendent of machinery. 
4:24 am.—Third alarm: Engines 23, 


13, 7, 10; Truck 2, chief of the Seventh 
Battalion; fire marshal. 


4:36 a.m.—Fourth alarm: Engines 8, 
11, 24, 18; Trucks 10, 13. 


Seven-alarm lumber yard fire 


As Sunday church-goers were leaving 
nearby St. Dominic’s Church on May 5th, 
a 4th Precinct police cruiser spotted 
smoke coming out of a shingle shed on 


the east (9th Street) side of the Johnson 
& Wimsatt Lumber Company, which 
occupies the block bounded by Maine 
Avenue, 9th, H and I Streets, S.W. On 
receipt of the police report, at 11:57 a.m., 
Box 435, 9th and H Streets, was sounded. 
Simultaneously, a passer-by actually 
pulled that box from the street. Before 
the first-due company, Engine 13, had 
reached the scene, they reported by radio 
“The whole lumber yard has gone up.” 
Fire headquarters immediately struck a 
second alarm (11:58 a.m.,) bringing out 
a total of six engines, two ladders and 
Rescue Squad 1. 


By the time Engine 13 had stretched 
in on the northeast corner, fire. was tower- 
ing 40 feet in the air from the shingle 
storage; flames had already scorched the 
paint off “No-Parking” signs and set fire 
to grass and tree leaves across 9th street. 
The loom-up of the fire was immediately 
visible to companies rolling from quarters 
miles away (and was estimated more than 
a thousand feet high). 


Third and fourth alarms were struck 
by order of Chief Sutton at 12:01 p.m., 
and 12:12 p.m., bringing out six more 
engine and three ladder companies. The 
Washington, D. C., fireboat, “W. T. 
Belt,” responded on the second alarm and 
went into operation (ultimately with ten 
lines) from a pier across Maine Avenue, 
on Washington Channel. Meanwhile, En- 
gines 4, 16 and 28 (all third-alarm and 
fourth-alarm or special-called companies ) 
took suction directly from the channel, 
so water supply was no problem. 

Despite battering by heavy streams 


Continued on page 640 
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Ladder pipes operating on E. B. Adams Co. fire from front. Lack of 
rear access hampered extinguishing efforts. In foreground members of 
fire fan club serve coffee to tired fire fighters 
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Navy 


U. S. Navy pick-up truck de- 
signed and equipped with nec- 
essary special tools for use in 
standardizing all hydrant and 
fire appliance fittings in the 
different bases of the Eleventh 
Naval District. 1. 4-inch ring 
screw thread gauge; 2. 4-inch 
die; 3. Portable light and pow- 
er plant; 4. 4-inch hydrant 
nipple; 5. 4-inch plug screw 
thread gauge; 6. One-half-inch 
electric drill motor; 7. Higbee 
thread cutter making a Higbee 
cut on a 4-inch fire hydrant 
nipple. The nipple is held in a 
special vise. This same cutter 
can cut a Higbee cut on a fire 
hydrant nipple in the field; 8. 
4-inch hydrant nipple; 9. Roll- 
er-type expander and set of 
mandrels for expanding under- 
sized threaded male fittings; 
10. Ely Higbee thread cutter 

—Official Photographs U.S, Navy 


Practices Standardization 


as Safety-Economy Measure 


It is no secret that the Navy (as well 
as the rest of the Armed Forces) is prac- 
ticing economy. Nor is it any secret that 
naval installations, ashore and afloat 
in this country alone, run to staggering 
figures. 

Protecting these installations from fire 
is a man’s size job, even with fat fire 
protection budgets. But when efficiency 
and economy must go hand in hand, 
those charged with fire protection at the 
nation’s fabulous naval bases and instal- 
lations have their work cut out for them. 

One of the most outstanding of these 
insallations is in San Diego—part of the 
Eleventh Naval District which includes 
Southern California. This is not the story 
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of the district’s fire protection forces, 
but rather of one vital factor which con- 
cerns those forces, and their cooperative 
arrangement with the metropolitan San 
Diego Fire Department headed by Chief 
George Courser. That fundamental is the 
matter of standardization of fire hydrant 
threads. 

The editors of Frm— ENGINEERING are 
grateful to Ralph C. MacDonald, Cap- 
tain CEC, USN, acting district public 
works officer, and D. W. Jacobson, dis- 
trict fire protection engineer, Eleventh 
Naval District, for the data upon which 
this report is based. Also, to Chief Cours- 
er and Battalion Chief Robert Ely, mas- 
ter mechanic of the San Diego Fire 


Department, for their assistance and co- 
operation. Chief Ely is considered the 
nation’s foremost authority on hose 
threads and thread standardization. 


THE ELEVENTH NAVAL DISTRICT, 
with some 75 shore activities in the 
Southern California area, faced the tre- 
mendous task of gauging and standardiz- 
ing approximately 3,500 fire hydrants and 
about 400 fire department fittings having 
4-inch threads. 

By joining the State of California and 
City of San Diego in the purchase of 
standardization tools, the unit tool cost 
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to all participants in the program was 
appreciably reduced, After delivery, the 
Navy’s tools were preserved for future 
use by thorough greasing and construc- 
tion of individual wooden cases to con- 
tain the several large sized taps, dies, 
and other equipment. 

It was originally planned to coordi- 
nate this program with standardization 
being carried out by the various munici- 
palities, but the complexities of working 
out contract arrangements, travel by sta- 
tion labor, liaison with all municipalities, 
etc., were so great that it was finally 
decided to undertake the entire project 
when the city standardization was near- 
ing completion. 

A survey was conducted, throughout 
the district in the latter part of 1953 to 
obtain an estimate of the number of hy- 
drants requiring alteration. Of approxi- 
mately 3,500 hydrants involved, it was 
found that at least 1,400 would require 
machining. This estimate was obtained 
by sending a simplified stainless steel 
ring-gauge to each fire chief, together 
with necessary forms and instructions for 
gauging the outlets. A study of the re- 
sults proved to be quite interesting. While 
the hydrants of some manufacturers were 
found to be almost entirely outside the 
standard tolerances, it was found that 
a few manufacturers had adhered very 
closely to the Navy standard (similar to 
California standard) established during 
World War II. 


Need for uniformity 


At the start of the state’s program, the 
Eleventh Naval District recognized a 
need for uniformity under National Civil 
Defense standards to permit effective 
mutual aid agreements among municipal 
and Navy fire departments. The program, 
so far as the Navy was concerned, was 
coordinated by D. W. Jacobson, district 
fire protection engineer, who worked in 
cooperation with the State of California 
and City of San Diego. This, incidentally, 
amounted to more than just official ex- 
changes of information. Early in the pro- 
gram it was found that special alloys and 
treated steels would be needed for the 
fabrication of gauges and several other 
items of equipment. These special metals 
were readily available through the Navy, 
and were furnished to the City of San 
Diego for fabrication in the fire depart- 
ment shops. In return, precision gauges, 
plus a cutter for removing the feather 
edge of threads, were loaned to the Navy. 
Altogether, the program is progressing 
very satisfactorily, and machining opera- 
tions have already been completed at a 
major shore activity with a minimum of 
breakage, indicating that it is economi- 
cally feasible to machine these fittings in 
the field rather than to purchase re- 
placements. 

A point of interest will be found in 
the method of accomplishment selected 
by the Navy. As is usually the case, 
when a given type of work is to be ac- 
complished at a number of government 
facilities, a considerable amount of 
thought was given to the possibilities of 
negotiating a contract with a qualified 
machine shop to send a team of experi- 
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enced machinists to all facilities. Several 
technical and legal irregularities were 
found in this method, however, so it was 
decided to recruit two qualified machin- 
ists (willing to travel) from among civil- 
ian employees of the Navy in the San 
Diego area. A system was therefore 
worked out whereby each naval facility 
would submit an engineering service re- 
quest and a request for performance of 
work to the U. S. Naval Station Public 
Works Department, and each job is be- 
ing scheduled on the list of activities re- 
quiring the necessary alterations. This 


Machinists Carl Rampley and Floyd Roberts, U. S. Naval Station, San Diego, rethreading 


system is found to be far more efficient 
than any others considered, as the work 
is being accomplished by a single team of 
experienced machinists throughout the 
district. These men, already experienced 
specialists in their field, are acquiring 
greater speed and efficiency as the job 
progresses and “short cuts” are uncov- 
ered, 

In summary, it can easily be stated 
that, when completed, this project will 
permit complete interchangeability of 
municipal and Navy fire apparatus in the 
Civil Defense program. [JZ 





hydrant outlets to standardize threads with San Diego municipal hydrant threads 





Closer cooperation between San Diego's huge naval station and the city fire department is 
assured by rethreading all base hydrants, utilizing tools designed by Battalion Chief Robert 
Ely, master mechanic San Diego Fire Department. Shown here (left to right) are Hugh Paschal, 
chief of the U. S. Naval Station Fire Department, San Diego; D. W. Jacobson, district fire pro- 
tection engineer, Eleventh Naval District and Chief Ely, holding the Ely Higbee thread cutter 
in place on a 4-inch suction hose coupling 
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necticut vice-president 


Officers and directors, New England Association of Fire Chiefs. Front row, left to right, Chief Horace Jose, i 
George Salisbury, second vice-president; Chief Thomas Siaman, president; Chief Clarence Greene, first vice-president; Ex-Chief John W. O'Hearn, 
secretary-treasurer; (rear row): Chief G. L. Foss, New Hampshire vice-president; Roi Woolley, technical consultant; Ex-Chief Oliver Sanborn, 
Maine vice-president; Chief Alfred H. Koltonski, Vermont vice-president; Chief William Dooling, sergeant-at-arms; Rev. Michael F. Collins, chap- 
lain; Ex-Chief A. J. Cote, Rhode Island vice-president; Chief Bartholomew Curran, Massachusetts vice-president; and Chief Francis Dagon, Con- 
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New England Association Tries 


“Town Meeting’ Type Sessions 


Thirty-fifth Annual Conference at Wentworth 


shatters all records—Association flourishing 


SYMPOSIUMS, PANELS and round ta- 
bles are nothing new to conferences of 
fire associations but combining the round 
table and its “panel of experts,” with the 
ubiquitous New England “town meeting” 
proved an innovation at the 35th Annual 
Conference of the New England Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs held at Went- 
worth-by-the-Sea, June 24-27. 

This year the orthodox question box 
and indiscriminate firing of questions at 
a panel gave way to the town meeting- 
style treatment in which those attending 
the business sessions were divided into 
groups, with an appointed spokesman for 
each group presenting questions to the 
moderator after he had polled his party. 
The moderator, in turn, referred the ques- 
tions to the panel members and if the 
subject warranted, invited discussion from 
the floor. 

An entire day was devoted to two of 
these town meeting-type sessions. The 
morning panel included Fire Chiefs Leo 
Driscoll, Boston; Francis Walker, Ben- 
nington, Vt.; Norman Broden, Cranston, 
R. I.; E. J. Dansereau, Claremont, N. H., 
and Morrison Ennis, Brooklyn, Conn., 
with Roi Woolley, editor of Fie ENcI- 
NEERING as moderator. 
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Chief topic debated was “Should 
Chiefs Give Estimates of Damages; If So, 
How Do You Arrive At Fire Losses?” 
The consensus of opinion was that this 


is a local matter: there is no prescribed 
method or system; emphasis was placed 
op using insurance loss figures rather 
than “guesstimates.” 





Participants in the morning (top) and afternoon (bottom) panels 
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Among other subjects discussed at this 
session were: Hazards of gasoline stored 
and used in small quantities incident to 
the “do it yourself’ movement (there is 
need for improved safety legislation on 
this score); integration of fire and police 
forces (there were no proponents); haz- 
ards to fire fighters of radioactive con- 
tamination (the situation calls for much 
enlightenment and education); the need 
for improved mutual aid setups and pos- 
sible area fire departments due to shifting 
of residential and industrial centers (it is 
claimed many municipal departments are 
bearing an unfair load in protecting con- 
tiguous areas); the place of civil defense 
in disaster control (the fire service ap- 
pears to be low man on a totem pole in 
this connection); home inspections by 
fire forces (the cost factor was intro- 
duced); and what can be done to in- 
crease the productivity of fire depart- 
ments, to make them more efficient and 
create better understanding by the public 
of their importance (good public rela- 
tions are essential but there is no univer- 
sal agreement how best to win this good 
will). 

The afternoon session, with Chief Rob- 
ert Ulm of Easthampton, Mass., as mod- 
erator, had as panel members: Chiefs 
Tom Collins, New Haven, Conn.; John 
Lane, North Brookfield, Mass.; Harold 
Howe, Bow, N. H.; Alfred Wright, White 
River Junction, Vt.; William Rochleau, 
Westbrook, Me., and M. T. Cavanaugh, 
Great Barrington, Mass. 


Panels ponder problems 


This group considered many questions, 
most of them relating to fire protection 
problems resulting from movements of in- 
dustry into rural and suburban areas. 
The main conclusion reached was that 
the entire problem of such fire protection, 
should be re-evaluated in the light of 
present and future developments. 

Other questions propounded included: 
The use of red lights on emergency ve- 
hicles (chiefs are opposed to present-day 
indiscriminate use of red warning sig- 
nals); what size water mains are best for 
housing and _ industrial developments 
(chiefs prefer a minimum of 8-inch); 
standardization of hose threads (chiefs 
urge a survey through their mutual aid 
setups); should the fire service give 
more thought to larger size tanks on 
fire department pumpers? (most chiefs 
replied in the affirmative, pointing to the 
recent forest fires as need for more water- 
carrying units), 

Spokesmen for both panels were: 
Chiefs Thomas Richardson, Stamford, 
Conn.; Lewis Marshall, Providence, R. I.; 
James Grote, Chester, Conn.; Thomas 
Gorman, Quincy, Mass.; John Keefe, 
Bellows Falls, Vt., and Henry Thomas, 
Hartford, Conn. 

Other speakers on the educational pro- 
gram included: Percy Bugbee and Ches- 
ter Babcock, National Fire Protection As- 
sociation; Hubert Walker, American La 
France Corp.; Roger Russell, Factory 
Insurance Association, Hartford; Chief 
Henry Thomas, also Hartford; Chief Earl 
Robbins, Fort Ann, N. Y.; Chief Donald 
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’ Holbrook, Fitzwilliam, N. H., and Cap- 


tain Kenneth Arnold, Boston Fire Depart- 
ment, Boston. 

John Ashmead, former engineer, Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters and 
secretary, Phoenix Fire Insurance Co. of 
Hartford, featured banquet speaker, 
raised the question of area fire protection, 
saying, “Whether we like it or not, we 
are going to have metropolitan fire de- 
partments in every state in the union 
within 10 years.” He added, “Nuclear 
weapons and atomic energy in industry 
will force fire departments to adopt the 
metropolitan-type fire department under a 
state chief.” His statements were received 
with mixed emotions by his listeners. 

Registration of 795 set a new record 
for the Association. It now has over 1400 
members and is financially at its peak, 
Chief O’Hearn reported at the concluding 
business session. Two resolutions were 
adopted: The first urging installation of 
approved sprinkler systems for all nursing 
homes; the second, recommendation that 
state financial support be given fire serv- 
ices in small communities faced with 
the problem of added fire protection re- 
sulting from industrial and other abnor- 
mal growth. 

There were 42 exhibitors this year, an- 
other record. Decision to hold the next 
annual conference again in Wentworth- 
by-the-Sea was practically unanimous, the 


tentative dates being June 22-26. Sev- 
eral changes in the by-laws were recom- 
mended by a special committee headed 
by Chief Herbert Travers of Worcester, 
Mass. The committee was continued to 
next year. 

Officers for the coming year (all chiefs ) 
are: president, Thomas Slaman, Welles- 
ley, Mass.; first vice-president, Clarence 
Greene, Concord, N. H.; second vice- 
president, George Salisbury, Central Falls, 
a. I; secretary-treasurer, John O’Hearn, 
Watertown, Mass.; state vice-presidents: 
Oliver Sanborn, Portland, Maine; Grey 
Foss, Wolfsboro, N. H.; Alfred Kolton- 
ski, Rutland, Vt.; Bartholomew Curran, 
Scituate, Mass.; Francis Dagon, East 
Hartford, Conn., and Ex-Chief A. J. Cote, 
Woonsocket, R. I. 

Appointed by the new president were: 
Chiet William L. Dooling, Hood Rubber 
Co., Watertown, Mass., sergeant-at-arms; 
Andrew Palmer, Woonsocket, R. I., press 
representative; Chief Roi B. Woolley, edi- 
tor FirE ENGINEERING, technical consul- 
tant; Lieut. Edward J. Carroll, official 
photographer; and Rev. Michael F. Col- 
lins, Somerville, Mass., and Rev. John P. 
Fitzsimmons, Belmont, Mass., chaplains. 

The outgoing president, Chief Horace 
S. Jose, of South Portland, Me., was pre- 
sented with the past president’s badge, 
and a check. A standing ovation was 
given Secretary-Treasurer O’Hearn. (JL) 


N. E. Division of IAFC Elects Officers 


The members of the New England Di- 
vision, International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, convened for their annual meet- 
ing on June 24 at Wentworth-by-the-Sea. 

Officers of the Division for the forth- 
coming year are: President, Chief Thomas 
Gorman, Quincy, Mass.; first vice-presi- 
dent, Chief Lewis Marshall, Providence, 
R. I. The post of second vice-president 
was held open due to the resignation of 
Chief Harry W. Marr of Portland, Me. 
Chief Walter R. Messer of Keene, N. H., 
was elected secretary-treasurer. President 
Gorman was named IAFC delegate. 

Newly elected state vice-presidents 
(three-year term) are: Chief Norman 


Broden, Cranston, R. I., and Chief John 
Keefe, Bellows Falls, Vt. All other state 
vice-presidents were retained in office. 

Regret was expressed at the retirement 
of Chief Alfred Koltonski of Rutland, Vt., 
from the office of secretary-treasurer. 
President Gorman reappointed the Rever- 
end John P. Fitzsimmons of Belmont, 
Mass., and the Reverend Michael F. 
Collins of Somerville, Mass., as official 
chaplains. Lorton Walden, superintend- 
ent, Worcester, Mass., Protectives, was 
named sergeant-at-arms. 

A large delegation from New England 
is expected to attend the forthcoming 
IAFC Conference in New Orleans. 


National Fire Protection Association Meeting 


Among the officials attending the re- 
cent annual meeting of the National Fire 
Protection Association in Los Angeles 
were (left to right): Harry R. Curry, 
president, Local 478, IAFF, Los Angeles; 
Messrs, A. Katouly and Emamian, both 





of Tehran, Iran; Chief William L. Miller, 
Los Angeles Fire Department; John Red- 
mond, president, IAFF; Percy Bugbee, 
general manager, NFPA; and A. E. Al- 
bertoni, vice-president, 10th District, 
IAFF. 
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OVERHAUL AND SALVAGE -IN THEORY AND PRACTICE 


PART XXIV (Continued) 


By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


Removability . . . Combustibility . . . Damageability 


Foodstuffs: Foodstuffs suffer severely in 
fires as a rule, because they are exposed 
to smoke and water taint. Meats, solid 
fats, butter and cheese may give little or 
no salvage even if not actually attacked 
by flame if the fire has been bad, or if 
there has been much smoke. Greasy 
smoke causes the worst damage. The 
pure food laws largely determine the 
percentage of salvage permissible in food- 
stuffs. 


Furniture: Crated furniture when wet 
at fires is liable to serious damage unless 
the wrappings are removed immediately. 
Such stock is wrapped in excelsior with 
a binding of ordinary paper or burlap 
and crated. When allowed to remain in 
a wet or partially wet wrapping, the 
varnish spots and the glue softens, caus- 
ing serious damage with small salvage 
possibilities. A wrapping of waterproofed 
paper should be used. 


Furs: Furs are slow-burning and will 
suffer no permanent damage from smoke 
or clean water beyond the necessity of 
refinishing. Smoke odor can be removed 
by rubbing with mahogany or redwood 
sawdust carrying a chemical to neutralize 
the smoke odor and afterwards tumbling 
to remove the sawdust. Salvage should 
run 90 to 95 per cent. Burned parts can 
be cut out and replaced. Badly wet fur 
garments have to be taken apart, tacked 
on boards and rubbed to restore the pli- 
able condition of the skins. Linings 
usually have to be renewed. Cotton and 
rayon linings increase the hazard of fire 
spreading. Salvage on badly wet furs 
should yield better than 50 per cent. 

Fur skins badly wet should be im- 
mediately sent to a fur dresser to be dried 
out and for restoring the pliable condition 
of the skin. The reworking which includes 
tumbling to brighten and fluff up the fur 
will eliminate any smoke odor. 

Cut fur and skins, with fur attached, 
should be dried out promptly to prevent 
heating and rotting. Some value may be 
lost due to fading or change in color 
due to wetting. Bales of raw rabbit furs 
can be dried in drying ovens at a moder- 
ate temperature and the damaged fur, 
if any, removed. Badly wet cut fur has a 
tendency to form hard lumps which can- 
not be broken up by the blowing machine 
and these have no value. 


Gentiemen’s Furnishings: Men’s laun- 


dry goods, such as shirts, collars and cuffs, 
when damaged will always sell at a fair 
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price, and in the work shirts the damage 
is very light. 

Derby or stiff hats are almost worthless, 
if badly wet or smoke stained, but the 
damage to fedoras, cloth and soft hats is 
much less since they are more easily re- 
conditioned. 

Work goods of all kinds, trousers, 
shirts, jumpers, overalls and gloves are 
all damaged to a less extent than dress 
garments. Small damage in a work gar- 
ment might easily be large damage in a 
dress garment. Work trousers, overalls 
and jumpers as a rule have metal buttons, 
and unless these are cared for, will rust 
and rot the cloth next to the button, thus 
materially damaging the garment. 

Suspenders, arm bands, garters and any 
article with rubber in it will be badly 
damaged, as extreme heat will take the 
life out of the rubber. 

Cheap jewelry and cuff links are mostly 
of metal and will tarnish. 

The colors in fancy neckwear may run 
if wet. The plain colors are less suscepti- 
ble to damage. Men’s ties are frequently 
filled or padded with a wadding which if 


wet, renders neckwear useless. 


Glass and Glassware: Ordinarily wash- 
ing and drying is all that is required to 
care for glass and glassware. Exposure to 
smoke and moisture and also contact for 
several days with wet hay or straw used 
in packing, may produce a smoky or rain- 
bow effect in glass, Heat speeds up this 
action. Diluted muriatic acid will often 
clear the glass of smokiness or iridescense. 
Cut glass and other expensive glassware 
should be displayed in cabinets and not 
on open tables, to avoid excessive break- 
age during a fire. A metal framework 
which would be permanent or which 
could be swung from a pendent position 
to vertical and fastened together at the 
corners, would facilitate the spreading 
of salvage covers. Glass high in soda or 
low in lime is particularly subject to 
staining. 


Gloves: Leather gloves are very sus- 
ceptible to damage, principally due to 
stitching rotting and clasps or fastenings 
rusting. Dress and walking gloves if dam- 
aged are very hard to sell unless they 
have sufficient weight to be used as work- 
ing gloves. 

Damaged gloves other than leather will 
sell at a reduced price. 

Gloves should be salvaged promptly, 
and as kid gloves sometimes mildew in 
stock, care should be taken to differ- 


entiate this damage from water damage. 


Grain: Grain is usually seriously af- 
fected by fire, is subject to swelling 
which may bust the walls of the building 
in which stored, and generally ferments. 
Salvage should be handled promptly. 


Handkerchiefs: These when smoked or 
water-stained are generally sold “as is” 
although the more expensive grades are 
sometimes laundered. 


Hardware: Hardware, both finished 
and unfinished, is very susceptible to 
water damage. Frequently stocks of hard- 
ware become damaged by their remain- 
ing in damp places without actually com- 
ing in direct contact with water. In such 
cases, the only possible method of salvage 
is to heat and ventilate the premises by 
forced ventilation, using portable fans, 
and removing the water from the prem- 
ises as quickly as possible. Many hard- 
ware manufacturers have taken this dam- 
age into consideration, not from the 
viewpoint of fire loss, but from the stand- 
point of shipping. Stock in transit fre- 
quently remains in damp freight houses 
and may be subject to moisture and 
dampness on drays, etc. To guard against 
this danger many articles are wrapped in 
oiled paper. Hardware manufacturers 
could carry this practice further and in- 
clade other articles, such as screws, bolts, 
nuts, nails and other rough hardware now 
being packed in common cardboard boxes 
and kegs which might be lined with 
heavy waterproofed paper. 

Proper shelving and bins should be 
constructed to accommodate this class 
of stock in wholesale and retail stores. 


Hemp: Closely allied with hemp are 
sisal, jute, flax and their waste products, 
oakum and tow. Having a greasy, oil con- 
tent, they are easily ignited. They all soak 
up water readily and swell to such an ex- 
tent that building walls have been pushed 
out where baled stock has been packed 
solid from wall to wall. Aisles should be 
left along walls and the stock should be 
divided into separate piles of reasonable 
size to facilitate protecting with covers 
and fire fighting. 

All these fibres heat quickly when wet 
and closely packed. Bales should be im- 
mediately opened and dried, being care- 
ful not to disturb the fibres more than 
necessary because of added difficulty in 
later processing. Strong sunlight has an 
injurious effect on jute. 
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Hides and Skins: Green or wet salted 
skins are not easily damaged by water 
unless the salt is washed away. Damage 
to skins from sweating is not necessarily 
due to contact with water, but often 
arises from an excess of grease in the 
skins, improper curing, or from being 
packed in a damp condition. Dry, salted 
skins attract atmospheric moisture, but 
this will not cause damage unless pro- 
longed or often repeated. 

Bales of skins vary in weight from 100 
to 200 pounds each. Imported skins, par- 
ticularly from India, are usually tightly 
compressed. Skins are packed flat or with 
each skin folded once with the flesh side 
out, the crease running down the back, 
two skins folded once with the backs 
coming to the edge of the bale. Damage 
may run high with such a method of 
packing as the principal value lies along 
the back as compared with flank. There 
is a growing tendency to pack with flanks 
out. 

Damaged bales should be opened and 
skins separated into two or three piles 
under expert supervision according to the 
extent of damage and accurate count kept 
of the number of each class taken from 
each bale. 


House Furnishings, Table Linens, Towels 
and Domestics: Sheets, pillow cases, table 
linen and towels are only damaged by 
water as far as saleability is concerned. 
Towels sometimes have colored borders 
and these may be affected. 

Cotton goods and cretonnes are usually 
of solid color or prints and the colors will 
readily run. 

Blankets are shrunk before being fin- 
ished, and water will shrink them little, 
if any. As in other goods, the poorer the 
quality, the greater the damage. 

Curtains in the best quality are usually 
not dressed and will not be damaged 
greatly by water. In the cheaper qualities, 
the starch will soften and the curtain 
will lose its shape. Strong smoke, or in- 
tense heat, will draw the mesh of cur- 
tains and materially damage them. 

Comforters are filled with either 
shoddy cotton, wool or down, and are 
covered with various materials, such as 
novelty cotton prints, cretonne, silks or 
satins. The down or wool fill can be 
renovated or restored to normal condition 
after either smoke or water damage. If 
the comforter is of a better grade, it will 
usually be worth while to consider re- 
covering and if necessary, renovation. 
The poorer qualities will not justify this 
expense. When seriously wet, the cotton 
or shoddy filled comforters will pack and 


have no salvage value. 


Jewelry: Better grades of watches and 
precious stones are usually kept in large 
safes or vaults. Silver and other metal 
ware can be repolished at small expense. 
Fancy silk-lined boxes and cases are very 
susceptible to water damage and are 
usually a total loss if stained. These can 
nearly always be replaced by the manu- 
facturer of the jewelry or metal ware. 
Clocks and cheaper watches should be 
kept in cabinets which have water-tight 
roofs and are reasonably smokeproof. Cut 
steel ornamental jewelry and cheap arti- 
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cles of various kinds protected only by a 
thin metal wash are subject to heavy 
water damage. 

Floor counters as well as wall display 
cabinets should be built with water-tight 
tops. Storage shelving should have water- 
shedding tops. Steel cabinets with lock- 
able doors would seem to be ideal for 
storing a general stock ofethis class of 
merchandise. Display on open tables 
should be avoided as much as possible. 
Covers usually spread over this stock at 
night to protect from dust should be 
made of rubberized material. 


Laces and Trimmings: The damage to a 
trimming lace is much greater than to an 
ordinary wash lace. A wash lace is nearly 
always put on a garment that will be 
washed before it is used, while a trim- 
ming lace is put on a garment not in- 


tended to be washed. Very few laces look 
as well after washing as before, and 
washing eventually shortens the life of 
any material. Laces with any dressing or 

filling are seriously affected by water. 
Gold and silver are commonly used in 
the trimmings and after a fire should be 
handled at once if tarnish is to be fore- 
stalled. What are known as gold and 
silver cloths should be dried quickly, as 
they will become a total loss if allowed 
to tarnish. Any silver or gilt trimmings 
will tarnish from age, if kept in stock for 
a long time. The tarnish from age is 
usually general, while tarnish from water 
will show in either spots or streaks. Mo- 
hair braids or trimmings will be damaged 
little, if any, by water, except in the 
bright colors which may run, Water will 
draw a great many of these trim- 
Continued on page 649 
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First floor of the Jobbers Outlet, Front Street, Worcester, showing covers partly re- 





moved to permit ination of « 


ond floor—Photo by Marvin Richmond 





Case History No. 8 
SuBJECT oF STUDY 
Sprinkler Break, 
Large Mercantile Store, 
Worcester, Mass. 














AS WAS POINTED OUT in Part 
XIX (December 1956 installment) 
“Sprinkler Systems—Their Relation 
to Salvage,” water damage resulting 
from mechanical or human failure 
of the sprinkler system can be serious. 
Such a situation confronted the 
Worcester Protective Department, 
Worcester, Mass., Superintendent Lor- 
ton C. Walden, on December 31 last, 
when a sprinkler became frozen and 
broke in a large mercantile establish- 
ment on Front Street in that city. 
Responding on the sprinkler valve 
alarm, fire patrolmen forced entrance 


tect all merchandise on the first floor and basement. Sprinkler break occurred on sec- 


no d ge. Covers were used to pro- 


to the building and quickly determin- 
ing the cause of the trouble and the 
possibilities of heavy property loss, 
called for additional covers and men. 
A full force of two mobile units and 
eight men, with 137 covers, were 
quickly on the scene. 

Superintendent Walden reports 
that the Protectives spread 127 cov- 
ers to protect all merchandise on the 
first and basement floors within dam- 
ageability range and of course, imme- 
diately shut off the sprinkler system. 

Floors were bagged and all run-off 
was removed from the structure, the 
men using squeegees, mops, sponges 
and buckets and other water removal 
devices. 

Adjusters for the insurance com- 
pany claims said that without the 
prompt and effective covering opera- 
tion, the loss would have been 40 
per cent greater than it was. The 
owners of the building and store oc- 
cupants also highly praised the effec- 
tive operation. The store was back in 
business 24 hours later. 









































































WHAT'S NEW - 


Among the Manufacturers 





products 
© processes 


®* personalities 











Coyle Named Works Manager 


William J. Carroll, president and gen- 
eral manager of the Rockwood Sprinkler 
Company, Worcester, Mass., has an- 


nounced the appointment of R. W. Coyle 
as works manager. Mr. Coyle was for- 
merly works engineer and director of in- 
dustrial relations at the Midvale Com- 
pany, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Pocketaire Pamphlet 


The Cycle-Flo Company, Milford, 
Conn., manufacturers of Pocketaire 
breathing equipment has published a 
32-page pamphlet on the subject “Oxy- 
gen and Man.” 

The booklet discusses various phases of 
human breathing in a question and an- 
swer form. 


New Burn Spray Kit 


A new burn spray packet has been 
introduced by the Medical Supply Com- 
pany, Rockford, Ill. The kit includes a 
pressure cartridge spray gun and ten 
cartridge refills. 

Cartridges contain % ounce of either 
Americaine or Kip Antiseptic Oil spray 
treatment and will cover approximately 
144 square inches of burn area. The 
packet will fit into any size unit-type first 
aid kit. 
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Salvage Cover Field Tested 


The H. M. Sawyer & Son Co., Coated 
Fabrics Division (A Div. of Sawyer- 
Tower, Inc.), Stanley Avenue, Water- 
town 72, Mass., has had under test a 
new type coated nylon salvage cover, be- 
ing merchandised under the name of 
Tuff-Tarp for municipal and industrial 
fire departments. 

The results of the tests, taken from 
the comments of various fire chiefs, indi- 
cate the new covers have many advan- 
tages that appeal to the fire service. 
Some of the comments include: “Packs 
better, folds easily, quickly cleaned, dries 
faster.” 

The manufacturer claims the material 
will not crack or peel at —30°F. to 
130°F. and will not mildew or rot. 


ADT Brochure on Church 
Fire Protection 


“Fire Can Destroy Your Church,” an 
illustrated brochure issued by American 
District Telegraph Company, points up 
the need for better fire protection in the 
nation’s churches. It includes a list of 
church fires and losses from January 
1956, through the first three months of 
this year. There are also related facts to 
inform church and fire officials, insurance 
agents and brokers of measures now be- 
ing taken to curb the ever-growing num- 
ber of church fires, The brochure is avail- 
able by writing to ADT Co., 155 Sixth 
Avenue, New York 13, N. Y. 


Onan Revises ‘‘Blue Book’’ 


D. W. Onan & Sons, Inc., Minneapolis, 
Minn., has revised their “Blue Book” of 
general information on the selection of 
engine-driven electric generating plants. 
The 36-page publication describes the 
three general groups: A.C., D.C. and 
Battery Charging, as well as the three 
types of prime movers for driving the 
generator. Copies are available by writ- 
ing the manufacturer. 


New Fyr-Fyter Catalog 


The Fyr-Fyter Division of Fyr-Fyter 
Company announces the publication of a 
new extinguisher catalog. The 40-page 
illustrated guide to fire protection equip- 
ment lists all types of extinguishers and 
engines manufactured by the 41-year-old 
firm. It also provides a thorough explana- 
tion of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers’ regulations concerning the rating 
and approved location of extinguishers. 
Copies may be obtained by writing Cus- 
tomer Service Department, The Fyr- 
Fyter Co., 221 Crane Street, Dayton, 
Ohio. 


Explosive Gas Detector 


A portable measurement instrument, 
called the Atlas “Probetector,” which de- 
termines accumulations of explosive gases, 
is now being produced and distributed 
by Atlas Laboratories, Incorporated, 
Houston, Tex. (formerly Atlas Explora- 
tion Company ). 
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Model 504 is factory-calibrated for 
methane and ethane gases, but may be 
obtained with calibrations for other gases. 
It is housed in a weatherproof, rustproof 
metal case and operates on a two-volt 
storage battery; a battery charger is pro- 
vided with each unit. 


Simple Identification Plate 


The Potter Engineering Company, 
Milroy, Pa., is now marketing the Potter 
“Car-Tab” for designating cars of fire- 
men, fire police, civil defense personnel 
and others. The marker consists of a 
light-weight, flexible aluminum strip, em- 
bossed with neat identifying lettering on 
both sides. This is held in place on the 
car window by a sturdy spring clip. The 
marker measures 2% by 13% inches and 
weighs 3 ounces. 


Bendix Announces Promotions 


Joseph Schreiber has been appointed 
southeastern sales manager for sales and 
service of Bendix mobile and railroad 
communications equipment. Mr. Schrei- 
ber, formerly advertising manager and 
assistant sales manager, will be responsi- 
ble for the states of Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Texas. 

Luther H. Hoopes has been named 
advertising manager and will direct pub- 
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Just how much better is 


EUREKA 
Multiple-Woven 


than ordinary Fire Hose? 


EUREKA’s exclusive multiple-weaving process, 
employing filler cords of ‘“‘Dacron’’*, produces 
top-quality fire hose with these 

outstanding advantages: 


e 50% stronger—withstands 600 pounds pressure, 

e Weighs one-third less, 

e More flexible—handles easier, 

e Takes 33% less space, 

e Permits more hose to be carried, 

e Dries more quickly, 

e Provides maximum safe service life, 

e Affords no space between jacket plies to 
collect dirt and water, 

e Smooth-interior ply assures highest 
nozzle pressure. 


Long-time users of Eureka Multiple-Woven 
hose know that the secret of true economy 
lies in buying the finest... not the cheapest! 


*Du Pont’s polyester fiber 


"For greater protection to life and property” 


EUREKA FIRE HOSE 


Since 1875, Specialists in Manufacturing Circular-Woven Rubber-Lined Fire Hose 
Division of United States Rubber 
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1 Market Street ° Passaic, New Jersey 
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licity and sales promotion of communica- 
tion products. Mr. Hoopes was formerly 
assistant advertising manager. 

The announcement was made by Nor- 
man Caplan, mobile products manager, 
Bendix Radio Division of Bendix Aviation 
Corporation, Baltimore, Md. 


Expansion Ring Extractor 





A new simple tool for removing ex- 
pansion rings from hose couplings is 
now being marketed by Bell and Pihl 
Co., 17 Wyman St., Arlington 74, Mass. 

It is claimed that the use of this tool 
permits the removal of rings in seconds 
and will extract expansion rings from %4- 
inch to 6-inch OD. It is made of tem- 
pered tool steel and requires only a 
hammer and a vise for operation. 


‘*No-Spark’”’ Fibre Broom 


The Brooklyn Fibre Broom Co. Inc., 47 
Dinsmore Place, Brooklyn 8, N. Y., has 
developed an industrial fibre broom de- 
scribed by the manufacturer as non- 
sparking. 





It is constructed of Bahia and Calabar 
fibres and fitted to the hardwood handle 
by solid brass rivets and brass binding 
wire. An aluminum cap offers additional 
protection. 

The product is designed to fill the need 
for a broom that will not spark when 
struck against metal objects in areas 
where explosion hazards may be present. 
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Pashkow Promoted by Mack 


The appointment of William B. Pash- 
kow as director of fire apparatus and spe- 
cial equipment engineering for the Sid- 
ney, Ohio, Division of Mack Trucks, Inc., 
has been announced by Harold R. Fouss, 
general manager. 

Mr. Pashkow joined Mack in 1955 and 
formerly served in the engineering de- 
partment at the Allentown, Pa., factory 
assisting in fire apparatus engineering and 
development of special equipment for the 
Department of Defense. 

The company is now completing the 
transfer of the fire apparatus division 
from Allentown to Sidney as part of a 
large-scale expansion and modernization 
program in its fire fighting line. 


RCA Base Station Control Unit 


A combination talk-hear-control unit 
which takes the “desk clutter” out of 
mobile radio base station installations has 
been developed by the Radio Corporation 
of America. 





The unit, known as “Minitrol,” com- 
bines in a single compact case micro- 
phone, speaker and controls necessary for 
station operation of two-way radio sys- 
tems, The “Minitrol” unit can be mounted 
on an adjustable arm over the dispatcher’s 
desk; can be preset for hands-free opera- 
tion and provides a foot switch for trans- 
mitter operation. 


Automatic Emergency Lighting 


The Standard emergency lighting sys- 
tem, Type 32 El-series 300, manufac- 
tured by the Standard Electric Time Co., 
Springfield 2, Mass., and listed by the 
Underwriters Laboratories, Inc., is de- 
signed to provide dependable emergency 
illumination throughout public and _ pri- 
vate buildings from a central power and 
control panel. The completely automatic 
system uses separate lamp fixtures and 
all emergency circuits are independent 
of the regular lighting circuits. 

Power is derived from a_nickel-cad- 
mium 32-volt battery that is automati- 
cally kept charged. When regular electric 
service is interrupted, automatic transfer 
switches connect the emergency circuit 
and lamps to the battery source. The ac- 
tion is said to be instantaneous, allowing 
use of a building area to continue with- 
out interruption. 


Extinguisher Recharging Tool 


Andrew H. Quirk, Fire Equipment, 
P. O. Box 1351, Hartford 1, Conn., has 
developed a device that helps simplify 














recharging 21-gallon fire extinguishers. 
By placing the bottom handle in the tool 
slot the extinguisher is held firmly and 
the cover may be removed quickly and 
easily. 


New 250-Watt Base Station 


The Bendix Radio Division of Bendix 
Aviation Corporation, Baltimore 4, Md., 
has announced the addition to their 
product line of a new 250-watt base 
station for operation in the 25-54 mega- 
cycle frequency range. Unitized plug-in 
chassis construction is featured and pro- 
vides for the addition of a second re- 
ceiver, local or remote contro] and Quiet- 
Line tone squelch. 





FIRE ENGINEERING 














for 


ont, 
has 
lify 


ers. 
rool 
and 


and 


\dix 
Ad., 
heir 
ase 


y-in 
or 0- 


iet- 





ING 












, e 
FOG-HOG 


Easy to use Stream Selector. You set your stream, 
30°, 60°, 90°, or straight stream before you turn on 
the water. Especially valuable in ladder pipe operation. 
You see exactly what you’re doing at all angles . . . be- 
cause Stream Selector is visible for 360°. 


-H 


® Polished Brass or Chrome Plated Brass. 
e VERSATILE—Use on ladder pipes, deluge sets, deck 


pipes and monitors. SIZES 
® Solid fog or non-feathering, long-range straight stream. 
saan ie age 500 G.P.M. 
e “O” ring seals for easy adjustment and years of Style No. 1245 
trouble-free service. ; 
e ROCKER LUG—Easy positive attachment. 700 G.P. M. 


Style No. 1245-X 


1000 G. P.M. 


Style No. 1247 


AKRON BRASS Hieawas 
Style No. 1247-X 
2500 G.P.M. 


FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT Style No. 1248 
AKRON BRASS MFG. CO., INC. e WOOSTER, OHIO 
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-— FALSE ALARMS _ 











High I. Q. 


Proby (having just completed an intel- 
ligence tests): “Well, sir, how did I do?” 
Examining psychologist: “Wonderful, 
my boy! I congratulate you. According 
to the department’s standards, you meas- 
ure up to the mentality of a 12-year-old.” 


Kinkchaser was pacing up and down 
the floor with his first and howling baby. 
After about the 100th lap, he said 
“Maybe it’s time to take him back to the 
doctor for a thousand-mile check-up!” 


Flying Angel! 

“Do angels have wings, Mommy?” 

“Yes, my darling.” 

“Can they fly?” 

“Yes, dear.” 

Then when is nursie going to fly, 
“cause Daddy called her an angel last 
night?” 

“Tomorrow, darling!” 


Undiscouraged by their failures, proph- 
ets of the world’s destruction are at it 
again. Isn’t there a penalty for turning 
in false alarms of fire? 


Kinkchaser took his winter vacation in 
Florida. Upon his return, he was telling 
his tour-mates all about it. 

“Have they got many palms left at 
those resorts down there after the hurri- 
cane?” asked one. 

“Palms,” replied Kinkchaser, “I'd say! 
Only most of ’em are horizontal, not per- 
pendicular!” 
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An old Ohio farmer went down to 
Columbus to attend a big picnic and 
stayed over to watch the dancing at night. 
He hadn’t been out in the world much 
and he was deeply impressed with the 
girls’ clothes at the dance. 

“Some of them ladies’ clothes I see 
here,” he said, “plumb puts me in mind 
of a barbed wire fence.” 

Somebody asked him why. 

“Well,” he said, “It’s this way—they 
appear to protect the property without 
obstructing the view.” 


A man in a mental hospital sat dang- 
ling a stick with a piece of string at- 
tached to it over a flower bed. A visitor 
approached and wishing to be affable 
remarked, “Ah, fishing I see. How many 
have you caught?” 

“You're the tenth,” was the reply. 


“Gimme a 16-to-1 Martini, bartender!” 

After a double check to find out if his 
ears had been deceiving him, the barkeep 
meticulously followed instructions. And 
then he made a mistake. Automatically 
he twisted a tiny lemon peel over this 
atomic bomb. 

The customer smacked the glass and its 
contents out of the bartender’s hand and 
into smithereens. 

“Any time I want a lemonade,” he 
barked, “I'll order it myself.” 


“Auntie, why does Uncle Louis drink?” 
“Your Uncle Louis, my dear, is con- 
densed like frozen orange juice, and he 
has to add liquids to be reconstituted.” 











“Heads up, men—here come two more!" 
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Jingle Jangle 

This is the story of Johnny McGuire 

Who ran through the town with his 
trousers on fire. 

He went to the doctors and fainted with 
fright 

When the medico told him his end was 
in sight. 


Stranger: “How are the new liquor 
laws working around here?” 

Native: “Well, sir, the water supply 
was turned off in this town for a whole 
week and the people never would have 
discovered it, if it hadn’t been for a fire!” 


Believe it or not, in Baltimore along 
about 60 years ago the “rocket system 
of notification” was developed to substi- 
tute for the telegraph system when and if 
it went out of order. 


“Yes,” said the square-jawed woman 
proudly, as the group was discussing her 
fireman-husband’s trip to the state con- 
ference, “Michael hasn’t had a drink since 
the last convention. 

“Well, that’s wonderful,” said her 
neighbor, “It sure does take a strong will 
to do that.” 

“Yes,” answered the fireman’s wife, 
“And that’s what I got the most of.” 


“Lectures,”  sadfully philosophized 
Kinkchaser, after a week at the fire col- 
lege, “are a lot like horns—a point here, 
a point there, and a lot of bull in be- 
tween.” 


Convention Casualty! 


The erring husband had come home 
with a few drinks too many under his 
belt, to be met by an irate and packing- 
up-to-go-to-mother wife. She spurned all 
his excuses and apologies and said, with 
icicles in her voice, “If it were the ‘first 
time, George, I could forgive you, but 
you came home in just this same condi- 
tion after the chief's conference Septem- 
ber 17, 1930!” 


The police sergeant confronted his men 
in disgust. “So you let that pyro get away, 
did you?” he snarled. “Did you guard all 
the exits like I said?” 

“Yessir,” faltered one of the patrolmen, 
“but we figure he musta left by one of 
the entrances.” 


M.D.: “Young woman, you have acute 
appendicitis.” 

Cute Thing: “Never mind the compli- 
ments—tell me what’s wrong with me.” 


A leading fashion expert says a girl 
should be so dressed that people will not 
remember her for her clothes. Gad, we 
— we had reached that stage long 
ago. 
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ae fire hose: 
GIVE IT THE TORTURE TEST. then 
PROVE IT IN USE! {%i~Lateral ‘with 
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the torture test: purposely infested with mildew spores, maggots and microbes. The untreated hose (left) was 





reduced to a rotten pulp (they had to patch it up to take the picture). The hose treated the old way was just as useless... 
wouldn't hold pressure. But the Bi-Lateral AQUASEAL treated hose looked perfect ... as good as new-still ready to fight fires! 


; : TODAY, TWO TOUGH YEARS 
this SAFEST hose is AFTER THE ABOVE “LAB” TEST, WE 
also the FASTEST! KNOW Bi-Lateral AQUASEAL gives not 
Resistance to mildew, rot and weather makes Bi-Lateral 


only mildew and rot protection, but in use, this hose has 
dependable and safe—and Bi-Lateral sacrifices none of 


proved to be more weather resistant and we've also dis- 
its famous flexibility by adding the protective AQUASEAL 


covered that, because AQUASEAL chemical doesn’t just 
“coat” but penetrates every cord, it actually increases the 

treatment. Bi-Lateral still folds flattest (without cracking 

or tube damage) and gets. off the pumper faster. 











adhesion between jacket and tube. 


“WANT PROOF? | 
md 


Send for Bi-Lateral’s free hose rec- #_- Sy 
ord cards — used by hundreds of fire =“ 

departments throughout the country 
... they’ll prove to you that Bi-Lateral 
lasts longer . . . costs less in the 


1 long run. 











...and the most economical, too! 
How can the best be the most economical? Simply because 
it requires fewer repairs or replacements. We don’t say it’s 
the “cheapest”; we say it’s worth more! Costs you less in 
the long run* 

If someone offers you a lower priced hose, who knows 


. te 
better than he what he can get for it? Bin Fire HOSE COMPANY 


20 N. Wacker Drive + Chicago 6, Illinois 
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overhauling the firemanic news of the day 








Wide Open Spaces 
It’s mighty rare that you find a kid 


who doesn’t want to be a fireman, but 
Patrick Coleman, 6, of Louisville, Ky., is 
one of the exceptions. 

The youngster, a first grade pupil at 
I. N. Bloom School, sort of lost his appe- 
tite when he nearly lost his life while 
visiting a suburban fire house with his 
classmates recently. 

Patrick became acquainted with the 


pole hole—the hard way. He fell for it— 
14 feet of it, in fact, luckily landing on 
the rubber mat. 

Quick examination showed—one tooth 
loose. 


We Must Have Decor 


Mrs. Lucille Wilson, from up Detroit- 
way, likes things to harmonize—espe- 
cially colors. So, when she got around to 





gil 
THE COMPLETE, FULL-SIZE 
RESUSCITATOR-INHALATOR 
plus POWER ASPIRATOR 
in a kit SO SMALL, 
SO LIGHT, 
SO EASY TO CARRY, 
USE OR STORE, 
(and SO LOW IN COST) 





you can now provide this vital protection wherever there is a need! 


Es:J EMERGINIT 


IDEAL to equip individual fire trucks or Chief's cars 
with basic equipment for smoke suffocation or other 
resuscitation treatment in absence of Rescue Units. 


IDEAL to easily carry up ladders or scaling hooks to 


trapped victims. 


IDEAL to supply minimum-budget Departments or 
Volunteer Squads with essential rescue equipment 


of topmost quality. 


SINGLE CYLINDER CARRIED IN KIT 
FOR ALL PRIMARY TREATMENT 


SECOND CYLINDER (or more) or LARGE TANK 
CONNECTOR attaches in moments without in- 
terrupting operation if prolonged treatment is 


required. 








$ cylinder in detachable yoke 


FOR FULL INFORMATION FAST — WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE 


First Name in Resuscitators 
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E & J MANUFACTURING COMPANY 








100 E. Graham Place * Burbank, Calif. 





painting her fenceposts white, she was 
somewhat upset to note that a fire hy- 
drant out front garnished with a “sicken- 
ing looking yellow,” clashed with her 
fenceposts. Decor—atively, it simply 
wasn’t done! 

So Mrs. Wilson called the fire depart- 
ment and was told that the top of the 
offending hydrant had to be yellow be- 
cause of a color code the department 
used to classify hydrants. Perhaps the 
paint was a bit anemic, weathered and 
wan, but she shouldn’t paint the hydrant 
white. 

So the fire department said a man 
would be out to restore the yellow and 
perhaps adjust the good old decor for the 
little woman. 


Hot Off the Tape 


As far as we know, this is the only case 
in history where a false alarm of fire re- 
sulted in anything beneficial. In Colorado 
Springs, Colo., a false alarm was credited 
with catching a purse-snatching suspect. 
On returning to the fire station from a 
MFA, firemen spotted a boy grabbing a 
woman’s purse and helped capture him. 
. .. Firemen of Mount Vernon, N. Y., had 
a few hectic moments when between 
5,000 and 10,000 gallons of gasoline 
poured into the Hutchinson River from 
an open valve in an oil company storage 
tank. The tide floated large patches of 
flammables into the Bronx. Before it 
changed, Mount Vernon fire fighters 
covered the river with a nice foam 
blanket. Later New York Brothers hosed 
the gasoline patches with water to break 
them up. .. . The body of a 74-year-old 
silent screen beauty was found in a 
burned Hollywood cottage where she had 
lived as a recluse for 13 years. She was 
Mrs. Lydia Hyman, known professionally 
as Dorothy Dale. . . . San Francisco’s 
Chinatown will have to celebrate New 
Year’s without the traditional firecrackers 
next year. The State assembly rejected 
legislation to exempt the Chinese New 
Year celebration from the ban against 
firecrackers. . . . “Colorful” was the way 
Los Angeles City firemen described the 
$40,000 blaze at the Glidden Co. paint 
center. Some of ’em came away with blue 
faces, shocking pink boots, and coats of 
many colors, after paint cans exploded. 
. .. John Cannon’s $25,000 summer home 
in Cedar Beach, Ont., was destroyed by 
fire because he didn’t have a_ nickel 
handy with which to call the fire depart- 
ment from a nearby phone booth. .. . In 
Las Vegas, Nev., a resident shoved a 
lighted concussion bomb down a gopher 
hole. The gopher shoved it right back; 
it exploded, burned down a barn and 12 
tons of hay. Now you tell one! ... In 
Oklahoma City, a fire school to demon- 
strate latest methods of fire extinguish- 
ment was called on account of rain when 
downpours put out the demo’ before the 
equipment could be used. . . . In Tip- 
ton, Calif., Marie Schienhair tried to 
smoke out the bees buzzing around her 
house. After firemen from Pixley and Tip- 
ton had put out a fire that caused $3,000 
damage to the house, they reported the 
bees had gone, . . . Getting to be quite 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





— = 


— nea 


eo fa ff 4 mor A 


a a a a a ee ee a ee ae, ae me. mL 









was 
hy- 
Cii- 
her 
ply 


art- 
the 
be- 
ent 
the 
and 


ant 


van 
ind 
the 








the thing to take your fire to thé fire- 
house. In Rockland, Me., John Holmes 
was driving along when he smelled 
smoke, discovered rear seat of his auto 
had been ignited by a discarded cigar- 
ette, He headed for the firehouse where 
the lads quickly eradicated the fire. 
Holmes was once a fireman. In Kendal- 
ville, Ind., an unidentified youth at about 
the same date, discovered the back seat 
of his auto burning, jumped into the car 
and drove it to the fire station where the 
Brothers put it out—and sent the lad 
merrily on his way. . . . Four separate 
fires broke out in the Harvard Crimson 
building April 14 last but the sprinkler 
system quickly controlled them. Arson 
was suspected [we should hope so]... . 
The pace of modern living is felt in 
Rockdale, Tex., where the old fire bell, 
used for many years to sound the tocsin 
of fire and call the vamps to drill—and 
chowder, has been retired. “The bell just 
isn’t loud enough to overcome TV sets,” 
opines Fire Chief John Weed. . . . When 
a Southern Pacific freight car loaded with 
dynamite caught fire in Oakridge, Ore., 
the night of May 31 the train crew cut 
the burning car from the train hauling 
seven cars of dynamite near the round- 
house and firemen pumped water on the 
flames. It took two hours to control the 
blaze. Kinda nervous fire fighting, eh? .. . 
Fire on June 2 caused $19,000 damage 
to boxer Tony Galento’s Steak House at 
Orange, N. J. . . . Three University of 
California students at Berkeley accused 
of trying (unsuccessfully) to explode a 
home-made bomb on the porch of the 
Theta XI frat’ house, were charged with 
violating the state health and safety code, 
a misdemeanor. . . : In Empire, Ore., 
Dave Olson, 61, was preparing to move 
from a trailer house into a four-room cot- 
tage. While he was away some one broke 
into the trailer and swiped his clothing, 
groceries and a gun. That night, to cap 
the climax, the cottage burned. ... Vamp 
fireman Joseph Boerio of Ridgefield Park, 
N. J., was fined $100 because he 
promptly answered the call of the fire 
whistle and jumped into his car and took 
off “toot sweet,” for the blaze. He never 
got there. Cops arrested him for driving 
after revocation of his license. . . . Eight 
members of the Ken Harris Orchestra 
stood by helplessly as flames destroyed 
their trailer and all their musical instru- 
ments. Bass player Bill Thresto sang “I’ve 
Got Plenty of Nothing” while firemen 
fought the blaze. . . . Philadelphia fire- 
men responding to an alarm, hustled to 
a railroad crossing where a fire had been 
reported, only to find no fire. As they 
searched, up came a locomotive pushing 
a blazing freight car. Teamwork almost 
perfect. . . . Near Kevil, Ky., lightning 
split and hurled the headboard of their 
bed across the room, scorched the mat- 
tress and bed linen, awakened but did 
not injure Harvey Tucker and his wife. 
What’s that one about a “destiny that 
shapes our ends?” . . . From Des Moines 
comes the report about one Floyd Kinney 
who canceled a farm-safety lecture to the 
4-H Club after he cleaned his tractor 
with gasoline, washed his hands, lit a 
cig’ and was taken to the hospital with 
buns. O00 
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FIRE PHOTOGRAPHY 
PACEMAKER GRAPHIC 








Send for your free copy of this 12-page, 2-color booklet describing 
how photography is increasing efficiency and saving time and 
money for departments across the country. You will see how pho- 
tography is being used in classroom training, for fire prevention 
and arson investigations, for department public relations, and 
other uses. Photographic techniques such as photographing invisi- 
ble evidence, photomicrography, electronic flash, and color pho- 


tography are also covered. 


GRAFLEX®, ROCHESTER 3, N.Y. 


A SUBSIDIARY OF GENERAL PRECISION EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 


tlt 


ceveeeeee MATL TAOS COUPON TOON. 


fire departments. 


NAME 


GRAFLEX, INC., ROCHESTER 3, N.Y. 


Send, without obligation, a free copy of the “FIRE PHOTOGRAPHY 
BOOKLET” showing the ways the Pacemaker Graphic 45 is serving 
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CITY & STATE 





FE-77 


633 

















Among the Buffs 


By Paul C. Ditzel 





COULD THIS PLAINTIVE LETTER 
addressed to the sob sister colyum of an 
Oklahoma newspaper apply to any of 
you? 

“My husband doesn’t drink, gamble or 
chase women,” says the letter, “but he 
has one habit which is driving me to dis- 
traction—he chases fires. He keeps a 
short-wave radio going in our bedroom 
24 hours a day. He'll get up any hour of 





with a house full of guests for a ‘four- 
alarm’ and I’ve had to make apologies 
for his loony antics. 

“I’m expected to listen to the radio re- 
ports and have a hot snack ready for 
him when he returns. The late hours 
and early morning lunches are robbing 
me of badly needed rest. This may sound 
like a great big joke, but I haven’t had 
a good laugh in years. Please tell me 
what to do. Fire Cuaser’s WIFE.” 

Syndicated Columnist Ann Landers 
gives what we feel is a pretty apt reply: 

“Junior is to too ashamed to play 
with fire engines, so he chases them in- 
stead. You are married to a case of ar- 
rested development. Since this is a rela- 
tively harmless ‘fix,’ don’t make an issue 








Washington Ambulance COT!! 


Now you can get an ambulance cot that 
is REALLY LOW — only 8% inches high 
— the perfect answer for cars that have 
less head room, and for overhanging 
stretchers. The new Washington model 
21-L is of special value for heart cases, 
and other patients who must be kept in a 
sitting position. Washington's famous top- 
quality craftsmanship is apparent through- 


ADJUSTABLE-BACK 
EMERGENCY STRETCHER 
MODEL 9AB 

Four adjustable positions on 
back rest, folds to only 44 
inches high! One of Wash- 
ington's complete line of 
folding emergency stretchers 
for every need, in every 
Price range, 


NEW PUSH-TYPE 
COT FASTENER 
MODEL 3A 












See your jobber or write for FREE catalog! 


q ¥ Washington Products Co. 


| 
| 
WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE, OHIO | 





i Sc | 


out this new model cot with such features 
as sturdy, rigid construction . . . highly 
polished aluminum tubing and castings 

. very lightweight yet strong. . . trig- 
ger release side rails . . . adjustable back 
rest with nine-position squeeze-lock ad- 
justment. It always pays to choose Wash- 
ington for the newest and best in all 
emergency room or vehicle requirements. 


This new and improved cot fastener 
holds cots securely in station wagons 
and other types of emergency vehicles. 
Washington makes four other models of 
cot fasteners, to meet every need for 
any kind of vehicle. Tell us the make 
and model of your vehicle, and we'll 
recommend suitable fasteners. 





of it—you'll never change him by nag- 
ging. 

“Insist on separate bedrooms or let 
him get used to sleeping in earphones, 
Refuse to cook in the middle of the 
night and offer to pack him a lunch in- 
stead. If Junior doesn’t show signs of 
growing up in a few years tell him the 
fire at home could go out while he’s run- 
ning around watching flames elsewhere.” 

Fire Buff Charles H. Steele of 212 
Hanner Hall, Oklahoma A & M College, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, who sent us this 
clipping claims he’s not a buff. Notwith- 
standing, he goes on to say that his fi- 
ancée’s Christmas gifts included: A stuffed 
Dalmatian (which she took two weeks to 
make), a junior fire chief’s car, junior fire 
chief’s badge and Bob Holzman’s book, 
“The Romance of Firefighting.” 

“My advice to Mrs. Fire Chaser,” 
quips Br’er Charlie, “would have been to 
buy a pair of boots and bunkers, then 
she could roll with the ‘old man.’ To con- 
tinue my advice to her, I'd say she was 
the loony member of that family; not 
chasing fire engines. Imagine!” 

The floor is now open for further de- 
bate... 

Mrs. Joseph L. Hallett of Box 358, 
Tiffany Road, Norwell, Mass., has writ- 
ten us several times regarding the death 
of our good friend, Joe, and of the fate 
of the “Visiting Fireman.” 

“Indeed it is very comforting to hear 
from Joe’s many friends,” writes Mrs. 
Hallett. “He thought a great deal of you 
all and his activities brought him much 
pleasure. I wish it were possible for me 
to continue “The Visiting Fireman” but 
it requires Joe’s special talent and en- 
thusiasm. I am hoping that someone may 
want to buy it and continue it in some- 
what the same way—at least so it will 
fulfill the same purpose . . . 

“Joe died on May 9th and was ill just 
a month . . . I am feeling more recon- 
ciled to Joe’s going as he did, now that 
I know nothing could have been done 
for him. He would have been most mis- 
erable to continue life as a partial invalid 
apd he went quickly in the midst of the 
enjoyment he always felt when he was 
assembling the “Visiting Fireman” and 
with neither pain nor any awareness of 
his condition. So I have much to be 
thankful for.” 

Mrs. Hallett added in another letter 
that the “Fireman” had not gone to press 
and she has a great deal of mail to attend 
to as a result. 

“I would appreciate it if you would tell 
any one you know who might be inter- 
ested that as soon as I can I will return 
the money which was sent to Joe in ad- 
vance of the book’s publication.” 

As mentioned last month, Editor Roi 
B. Woolley is putting together a jumbo 
80th anniversary edition of Fire ENcI- 
NEERING for August. We'd like to help 
the issue along by tracing the history of 
buffing back into the Mu Dynasty and 
we therefore invite contributions from 
you buffs who have information along 
this line. We'd like to be able to show 
how buffing today is a carry-over from 
the early days of the volunteers. Send the 
information to the address below. 

And so the great “Sun Spot Radio In- 
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terference” story continues. From J. R. 
Jackson, dispatcher for KED-569, Os- 
wego County Fire Service, 147 East Ca- 
yuga Street, Oswego, N. Y., comes word 
that his station has been “testing” with 
the Pasadena, Cal., Fire Department dis- 
patcher. 

“Our Sheriff's department has been 
getting stations in California and our 
Highway Department has been getting 
California, Oregon and Washington sta- 
tions. We also are getting Spanish speak- 
ing stations from Cuba, Venezuela and 
a spot in Lima, Peru. . . . We did hear 
just once a station giving another their 
call letters, Believe it was Honolulu. Any- 
way it came from the Hawaiians.” 

Some thoughtful buff anonymously sent 
us a copy of the San Diego Fire Depart- 
ment’s “Siren” an extremely interesting 
magazine, edited by Charles W. Ander- 
son. One of this well-edited magazine’s 
features is a column called “Fire of the 


Month” and discusses a working blaze in | 


San Diego. 


That’s the shape of things from here. | 


Brush fire season is getting underway 
again, somewhat earlier than usual, in 
the Los Angeles area. Spotted the begin- 
nings of what turned into a two-alarm 


brush fire yesterday afternoon up in the | 
hills of Battalion 2. Those stalwarts must | 





be half mountain goat to take that kind | 
of punishment in 100-degree tempera- | 


tures. 

Keep the stories, anecdotes and reports 
rolling to me at 4234 Don Diablo Drive, 
Los Angeles 8, Cal. (10 


Church Fires Penalty 
Raised 


A bill stiffening the penalty for setting 
fires in churches, schools and other public 
buildings in Connecticut has been passed 
by the State Legislature. Under the 
measure, imprisonment of from two to 
20 years could be imposed for arson in- 
volving such buildings. 

Present statutes divide buildings into 
two categories. One section applies to 
private dwellings and carries penalties 
up to 20 years; the other section covers 
all buildings not included in the first sec- 
tion and imposes terms of from six months 
to ten years. The new section brings 
churches and other public buildings un- 
der the section providing the heavier 
penalty, 

The bill was introduced in the Con- 
necticut Senate following two disastrous 
fires in Hartford last December. One of 
the fires completely destroyed St. Jo- 
seph’s Cathedral and the other caused 
heavy damage to St. Patrick’s Church. 

—Jerry Daly 


Montana Has 40 Hour Law 


Recent laws enacted by the Montana 
State Legislature provide a 40-hour, 5- 
day week for all city, state and county 
employees including firemen and _police- 
men. Firemen and policemen also were 
granted a minimum salary of $350 per 
month plus a one per cent increase per 
year for 20 years. The bills become effec- 
tive July 1, 1957, Chief Sydney F. Morse 
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CONSIDER HI-LIGHT | 
BADGES BEFORE 


YOU ORDER FOR | 


YOUR SUMMER 
UNIFORMS! — 














Once you have seen and handled the amazing new HI-LIGHT 
metal badge, you’ll want no other for your summer wear. 


Think of it — a badge that’s two thirds lighter than your regular badge, 
in fact it’s so light you hardly know you’re wearing it. In spite of its feather light 
weight, your HI-LIGHT metal badge is durable and it’s made with the 
same high quality deep cut precision die work and gleaming finish that 
has made BLACKINTON badges famous. 


Ask your equipment supplier about the many police and fire badge 
styles that are now available in the new HI-LIGHT metal. 


LACKINTON 


BLACKINTON @& €0O., tne. 











Please send me your free and complete information on BLACKINTON 


badges. 
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ee Ee oS Reamer rn oie ee PP eo ELROD Se PE Oe LT Pe eee 

IE. saicascannsanten sattaanerenttdstinded aaa seeeocaaun ae 1 oe oe et ee ee 

[] I would like to know more about the new HI-LIGHT metal 
badges. 


V. H. BLACKINTON & CO., 120 Commonwealth Avenue 


Attleboro Falls, Massachusetts 
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What’s Burning? 





THE FOLLOWING LIST includes fires 
of $10,000 and over in the United States 
and Canada for the period from May 
22nd to June 20th. 


Dyess, Ark.—Dyess Co-operative Store de- 
stroyed. 

Little Rock, Ark.—Warehouse of Cameron Feed 
Mills, containing a quantity of livestock feed 
and vitamin concentrates, destroyed. Three 
Missouri Pacific Lines box cars also de- 
stroyed. 

Osceola, Ark.—Gem Theater destroyed. 

Holy City, Calif—Father Riker Religious Meet- 
ing Hall destroyed. 


Los Angeles, Calif.—Santa Monica Plastic 
Plant damaged. 

Los Angeles, Calif.—Los Nietos Jr. High School 
damaged. 

Oakland, Calif.—Chemical and Pigment Co. 
damaged. 

Oakland, Calif.—LaSalle Ave. Market, Mont- 
clair Hardware Store and adjoining Mac- 
Bride Coffee Shop, damaged. Blow torch 
ignited crepe streamer. 

Palo Alto, Calif.—Park Furniture Co. de- 
stroyed. Refrigerator motor. 

Pittsburg, Calif.—G. W. Foster Co. plant, Guy 
Wheeler plant contracting firm and John 
Bugin contractor offices, destroyed. 

Sacramento, Calif.—Mayflower Hotel destroyed. 
Careless smoking. 

San Francisco, Calif.—Dwellings at 1172 Fell 
Street and 220 and 228 Pierce Street, dam- 
aged. Children with matches. 

Denver, Colo.—Building of Colorado By-Prod- 
ucts Co., hides and wool firm, damaged. 
Beacon Falls, Conn.— Candlelight Inn de- 

stroyed. 








Ves, the way to boost 
firefighter efficiency 
and cut down fatigue 
is to specify Dragon 





Fire Pumps > 


boven co jt FIRE PUMPS 


now available in 2 models 
No. 150-S —Stainless Steel Tank 


No. 150-G — Galvanized Tank: Cold-rolled 
steel, hot-dipped galvanized after fabrication. 


All units equipped with brass pumps; all tanks 


seam welded. Capacity 5 gallons 


DRAGON FIRE PUMPS meet Under- 
writers’ Laboratories requirements and can be 
supplied with the UL label of inspection attached. 
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Here's a break 
for hard-working firemen! 


Dragon® Fire Pumps are designed with the 
fireman in mind... 

1. They come completely assembled in a 
special carton. Just lift out the pump... fill 
with water ...go into action! 

2. The special Dragon harness is easy to 
get into and designed so the pump rides 
high where it can’t throw the fireman off 
balance or interfere with walking. 

3. Just.a few easy strokes of the pump 
lever gives the operator a continuous flow 
of water he can direct right where it does 
the most good. And ao mere twist of the 
shut-off nozzle gives either solid stream 
or spray instantly. 

4. When he is using a Dragon Fire Pump, 
the fireman con take his hands off both 
shut-off nozzle and pump lever to use rake, 
shovel, or other tool. 

5. There’s no pump packing to dry out: 
even after standing idle for long periods, 
a Dragon Fire 
Pump is ready 
for instant use. 


VALUABLE 
DISTRIBUTOR- 
SHIPS 
AVAILABLE, 
WRITE 
TODAY. 


PARCO 
PRODUCTS 
COMPANY 


PENNSBURG, 
PENNSYLVANIA 





Bristol, Conn.—Sessions Foundry Building hous- 
ing Comerford Mfg. Co., Kay Engineering 
Tool Co., Perfex Tool and Die Co., Four- 
some Mfg. Co., Bee Tool Co. and Aler Mfg, 
Co., damaged. 

Hartford, Conn.—Parsons Tool factory dam- 


aged. 

Bridgeville, Del.—Robert R. Layton Lumber 
Co, destroyed. Lightning. 

Belle Glade, Fla.—Three apartment dwellings 
destroyed; another damaged. One building 
housed general merchandise store. 

Columbus, Ga.—United Oil Co. building hous- 
ing warehouse of Davison-Paxon Department 
Store and adjoining service station and park- 
ing garage, destroyed. 

Grangeville, Idaho—Idaho Pine Saw Mill de- 
stroyed. Reported arson. 

McCall, Idaho—Dry Kiln at Brown’s Tie & 
Lumber Co. destroyed. 

Chicago, Ill—Building housing DeLux Craft 
Mfg. Co., Empire Clothing Co., H. Menditz 
drug store, Chicago Bakery, Emerald Radio 
Shop, DeMar Grill and Restaurant, Acorm 
Cotton Products, Peacock Cleaners, Lucille 
Beauty Shoppe, Tri-Arts School of Music, 
Andes Confectionery Shop, Nationwide Serv- 
ice Corp., Classic Advertising Arts, Victor’s 
Dental Laboratory, Ascher Dental Supply, 
Household Finance Corp. and Medical of- 
fices, damaged. 

Chicago, Ill—Chemical supply firm destroyed, 

Marion, Iil—American Brokerage Co., cloth- 
ing store, Sally Shoppe, general merchandise 
store, and apartments, damaged. 

Arthur, Iowa—Two buildings of Farmers Ele- 
vator Co. destroyed. 

Modale, Iowa—Modale Consolidated School 
building destroyed. 

Ottumwa, Iowa — Diamond Horseshoe bowling 
alley and apartments, destroyed. 

Ludlow, Ky.—Rural Natural Gas Co. plant 
damaged. Explosions. 

Madisonville, Ky.—Wiman Packing Co. dam- 


aged. 

Pittsfield, Me.—Garage and storehouse of Noah 
Patten destroyed. 

Van Buren, Me.—Webber House Hotel dam- 
aged. 

Baltimore, Md.—-Acme Super Market, de- 
stroyed. 

Adrian, Mich.—Warehouse of F. W. Prentice 
Co, destroyed. Possible incendiary. 

Kalamazoo, Mich.—vVeterans of Foreign Wars 
Post building destroyed. Incendiary by bur- 
glar believed. 

Lansing, Mich.— Warehouse housing Acme, 
Wolverine Express Co., National Marketbas- 
ket Co., Capitol City Roofing Co. and Stor- 
age Furniture Co., destroyed. Believed incen- 
diary. 

Mt. Pleasant, Mich.—Service station, garage 
and Willys automobile sales agency, dam- 
aged. 

Pontiac, Mich.—-Kirk-in-the-Hills Presbyterian 
Church damaged, 

scotville, Mich.—Mattix Hardware and barber 
shop destroyed; adjacent Moore’s Restaurant 
and supermarket damaged. 

Okolona, Miss.—Olen Department Store de- 
stroyed, 

Fairview, Mont.—Farmers Union grain and 
supply warehouse, grain elevator, steam-feed 
mixing plant and office, destroyed. 

Omaha, Neb.—Watson Bros. Transportation Co. 
depot building destroyed; adjacent buildings 
of Central Van & Storage Co. and Central 
Fibre Products Co., damaged. 

Freehold, N. J.—Eight buildings of Milhurst 
Mills Lumber Co, damaged. 

Gibbstown, N. J.—Oxidizer at Repauno plant 
of DuPont Co., destroyed. Explosion. 

Metuchen, N. J.—Five stores damaged. 

Paramus, N. J.—Building housing Steak Pit 
Restaurant damaged. 

Spring Lake, N. J.—Factory building of Kilo 
Co, damaged, 

Trenton, N. J.—Samuel & Sons Jewelers, Lee’s 
Luggage Shop, stock in the Hurley Tobin 
Co. building, Haveson’s Men’s Shop and 
Sharlin Brothers electrical store, damaged. 

Bedford Hills, N. Y.—Seaboard Construction 
Co., offices and apartments upstairs, damaged. 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Two buildings of former U. S. 
Rubber reclaiming plant, destroyed. 

Ogdensburg, N. Y.—W. F. Morley Contracting 
Co. building, containing building materials, 
destroyed. 

Yorkville, N. Y.—Oneida County building hous- 
ing Fred Welch’s drug store, beauty salon 
and apartments, damaged. 
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Salisbury Beach, N. H.—Tripoli Pizzeria and 
1earby amusement concessions, damaged. 
Cooking gas explosion in pizza oven. 

Gastonia, N. C.—Supermarket destroyed. 

Mebane, N. C.—Furniture plant destroyed. 

Waynesville, N. C.—Hotel damaged. 

Whiteville, N. C.—Waccamaw Veneer Co. de- 
stroyed. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Building housing National 
Shirt Shop and adjoining Stutz Jewelry Store, 
damaged. 

Cleveland, Ohio—Denison Elementary School 
damaged. 

Forestville, Ohio — Thriftway Super Market 
damaged, Lightning. 

Windham, Ohio—St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
damaged. 

Woodville, Ohio—Woodville State Bank dam- 
aged, Defective wiring. 

Albany, Ore.—Donahue Motors damaged, Ex- 
plosion. 

Astoria, Ore.—Burke building, housing busi- 
ness establishments, damaged. 

Grants Pass, Ore.—Menasco Motors damaged. 
Welding sparks. 

Milton Freewater, Ore.—Poultry Producers Inc. 
plant destroyed. 

Portland, Ore.—Electric Steel Co. damaged. 
Explosion. 

Portland, Ore.—Kingsley Lumber Co. dam- 
aged. 

Portland, Ore.—Morehouse Glass Co. damaged. 

Roseburg, Ore.—Roseburg Furniture warehouse 
and equipment of Pacific Telephone Co., 
destroyed. 

Springfield, Ore.—Fall Creek Lumber Co, dry 
kilns destroyed. 

Bristol Borough, Pa.— Friedman Mfg. Co. 
plant damaged. Lightning. 

Ellwood City, Pa.—National Plumbing Supply 
Co. plant damaged. 

Reading, Pa.—Bowers Battery and Spark Plug 
Mfg. Co. building destroyed. 

Beersheba Springs, Tenn.—General store and 
warehouse and dwellings of Charles Hill 
and James F, Brown, destroyed. 

Dyersburg, Tenn.—Building housing manufac- 
turing facilities of Bowen Lumber Co, de- 
stroyed, 

Nashville, Tenn.—Chester’s Women’s Apparel 
Shop damaged. 

Portsmouth, Va.—Five timber barges owned 
by Capt. T. H. Conklin déstroyed. 

Ellensburg, Wash.—Potato warehouse destroyed. 
Oil stove. 

Kittitas, Wash.—Suber and Dodge hay ware- 
house destroyed. Spontaneous ignition. 

Othello, Wash.—Othello Feed Produce Co. de- 
stroyed. 

Seabeck, Wash.—Miami Beach Resort destroyed. 
Gas explosion. 

Seattle, Wash.— Electronics Control Center 
Anti-Aircraft Installation destroyed. 

Spokane, Wash.—Linoleum Shop and Morelands 
Sport Shop damaged. 

Spokane, Wash.—William Penn Hotel dam- 
aged, 

Spokane, Wash.—Garland Avenue Bakery de- 
stroyed, 

Spokane, Wash.—Northern Paper Stock Co. 
destroyed. 

Spokane, Wash.—Potlatch Yard damaged. Re- 
ported arson. 

Spokane, Wash.~—Suburban dwelling of Mary 
Helen McDonald destroyed. 

Sumner, Wash.—Willard Young Plywood Co. 
warehouse destroyed, 

Toppenish, Wash.—Mount Adams Country Club 
damaged. Chimney sparks. 

Walla Walla, Wash.—Richfield Service Station 

_and grocery destroyed. 

Ville Marie, Que. — Seventy-year-old Notre 
Dame de Rosaire Roman Catholic Church de- 
stroyed. 00 


Not Compatible! 


Three reports of results of mixing am- 
monia and hypochlorite bleach have been 
turned in to the Federation of Mutual 
Fire Insurance Companies. The result of 
the mixture is a highly irritating gas, par- 
ticularly dangerous in small confined 
areas. As both of these items are found 
in home and plant, usually for cleaning 
and bleaching purposes, use care and 
Don’t Mix. 
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BEST SOLUTION TO YOUR 
HOSE STORAGE PROBLEMS 





Photo Courtesy Wichita Fire Station No. 1 
BUILD YOUR OWN RACKS WITH LOK-TITE BRACKETS 


SIMPLE INSTALLATION EASY ADJUSTMENT BIG LOAD SUPPORT 


















“—— Ceiling 2x6 stringers 
Flange bolt to the ~. 
1%" pipe bracket SS 
supports LOK-TITE 
LOK-TITE BRACKET i 
Pipe and 
BRACKETS bolts to pipe pe will 
Floor support at fail before the 
Runge any height brackets slip 














Protect your hose with ample ventilation. Pro- 
vide quick, easy access for use and inspection. 
Promote good housekeeping and make the 
most of your storage space, by planning and 
building your own racks — from new or used 
pipe and lumber, and handy, sturdy, fully 
adjustable Lok-Tite brackets. 

Lightweight, high-strength alumi- 
num alloy Lok-Tite brackets — de- 
signed for easy installation. 




















$365 F068. wicnita 











=) 

a2] MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
3-5691 

MAIL COUPON TODAY { 157 NORTH WACO STREET ° WICHITA, KANSAS 








brackets via SHIP TO. 
O express () freight () truck © ADDRESS 
0 We enclose check 


D Charge to our account ORDERED BY. 








Please ship. 











name and title 
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World-Wide Fire News 





Smoky Ship Fire 

A fire aboard the freighter “Kathryn” 
of the Bull lines on April 26 caused dam- 
age estimated at over $50,000 to her 
cargo of 100,000 pounds of jute. The 
ship was tied up in the harbor of San 
Juan, P. R., when the blaze broke out. 

Although the hold was flooded with 
CO., the fire spread across three-quarters 
of the ship’s width. San Juan fire fighters 
and crewmen, wearing demand masks, 


battled the smouldering jute for over a 
day. 


War Weapons Cause Trouble 


On May 11 a military convoy moving 
through the hamlet of Hagewood, La., 
dropped a Corporal missile from a weap- 
ons carrier. Military police went from 
house to house asking the town’s occu- 
pants to go immediately to the local 
church while the missile was being right- 
ed. One-half of the people of the village 
remained in the church from 6:00 p.m. 
until 1:00 a.m., until the recovery opera- 
tions on the high explosive missile were 
completed. 





Hose Care- with (RCUL 


pellor 


WASHERS e¢ DRYERS e 


HOSE CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT 


TURN - TABLES e 





STORAGE RACKS 


NEW FIRE HOSE WASHER 
WASHES —RINSES—DRAINS HOSE 


Washes, Rinses, Drains hose thor- 
oughly and quickly. Simple, one-man 
operation. Ashes, dirt, mud and sludge 
are automatically scrubbed out and 
flushed away. Saves time. Lengthens 
hose life. 


LABORATORIES 
APPROVED 





© 


PORTO-RAK HOSE STORAGE AND LOADING UNIT 


V7 . 
¢ B ) 


Saves valuable space. Holds 1800 ft. 
of 2%" hose — proportionately more 
of 1%”—in an 8 ft. space (when 
loading table is detached). Roll it 
right up to the truck for complete 
hose reload—out of the way when 
not in use. Equipped with locking 
fiber-wheeled casters. 


WRITE FOR NEW LITERATURE 
If you are planning to build or re- 
model, send for our brochure “Fire 
Station Design.” 
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FIRE HOSE DRYER 


The patented, electrically operated 
Circul-Air hose dryer circulates pre- 
warmed fresh air through loosely 
coiled hose at the rate of 5 to 6 air 
changes per minute. Saves floor space, 
hard work and lengthens hose life. No 
other drying method is so fast —so 
economical —so easy to use. Circul- 
Air is the preferred drying method in 
over 4,000 leading Fire Departments. 


ACCEPTED — APPROVED — 
RECOMMENDED 


Approved by Underwriters’ Labora- 
tories .. . and Canadian Standards 
Association. Recommended by all 
leading fire hose manufacturers. 








575 EAST MILWAUKEE 








On June 13 the Navy fired a non-ex- 
plosive 16-inch projectile from a gun 
at the Dahlgren Naval Proving Grounds 
25 miles from Erica, Va. It was intended 
that the huge shell would land in the 
Potomac River. Instead the erratic pro- 
jectile plowed into the back yard of a 
summer camp near Erica within 50 yards 
of where five children were playing. The 
one-ton shell missed the cottage and tore 
up a hole in the ground more than ten 
feet wide. Fortunately no one was injured. 


Workers Leap From Building 


Screaming office girls leaped from the 
third-floor windows of a blazing Oxford 
Street building in the heart of London’s 
main shopping district on May 22. 
Passers-by ripped tarpaulins from parked 
trucks and attempted to catch the girls. 
Others piled door mats, dresses and other 
materials on the sidewalks in an attempt 
to cushion the impact of the women as 
they jumped some 30 feet to the street 
before the fire brigade arrived. Six of the 
victims were rushed to the hospital. 


From the World News Ticker 


Fire destroyed the roof of the Ameri- 
can military mission’s headquarters in 
Lisbon, June 13. Damage reported slight. 
Cause not immediately determined. . 

A truck loaded with magnesium suddenly 
exploded in downtown Buenos Aires, 
June 6, killing the truck driver, injuring 
a woman and causing considerable dam- 
age. Blast called accidental by authori- 
ties. .. . A 3,000-ton banana boat carry- 
ing fuels instead of bananas, was towed 
three miles from the Port of New Orleans, 
June 17, after it had burned for hours and 
threatened to explode. Vessel, owned by 
Standard Fruit & Steamship Co. caught 
fire the night of June 16; cause not dis- 
closed. . . . About 10,000 white mice and 
other animals were killed June 14 in a fire 
at the cancer research laboratory of Ros- 
well Park Memorial Hospital, Buffalo, 
N. Y. . . . Officials of the United Fire- 


‘works Mfg. Co., Dayton, Ohio, charged 


that the spectacular explosions and fire at 
the firm recently was “deliberately 
caused” by a dynamite bomb, estimated 
to contain eight to 10 sticks. Two blasts 
destroyed two buildings of the fireworks 
firm only hours after a visiting Japanese 
manufacturer praised the plant for its 
safety features. . . . Three persons were 
killed, two injured seriously and one was 
missing June 8 after an explosion in a 
fireworks factory in Nakatsu, Japan. Fac- 
tory and two houses were destroyed. . . . 
Four persons were reported injured, one 
seriously, in an explosion at Brookhaven 
National Laboratory on Long Island, 
N. Y., No nuclear radiation was involved 
in any of the injuries. Blast was claimed 
a “chemical explosion” at a “small scale 
engineering facility.” . . . Streams of dyed 
water were employed to help break up 
riots in Bogota, Columbia. . . . Delayed 
report, Tokyo: One person known dead, 
another 42 injured and more than 1,200 
were made homeless in the wake of five 
wind-whipped fires that swept widely 
scattered areas of Japan... . In Salvador, 
Brazil, a sailor looking on at a scene of 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





n-ex- 
gun 
unds 
nded 
1 the 
pro- 
of a 
yards 
The 
| tore 
n ten 


ured, 


n the 
xford 
don’s 

22 
arked 
girls. 
other 
empt 
en as 
street 
of the 
1. 





an accident, dropped a match into gaso- 
line flowing from a wrecked bus last 
month. Seven bus passengers perished in 
the ensuing fire and 25 suffered serious 
injuries. . While some 3,000 persons, 
mostly children were “touring the ship” 
according to the wayward press, an oil 
fire broke out in the engineroom of the 
U. S. destroyer Mullaney at Freemantle, 
Australia. There were no casualties, and 
crewmen quickly extinguished the flames. 

. “I was looking for something.” That’s 
the excuse of Bobby Maceachern, 3, of 
Halifax, N. S. after he was extricated by 
firemen and volunteers from a concrete 
drainpipe into which he had crawled. 
The rescuers spent a busy hour breaking 
the pipe open. ... A fire at Shimokawa, 
Japan, burned 130 houses. No deaths but 
15 were injured. 


GI Sentenced in Japan 


A Japanese court has sentenced Roose- 
velt Ross, 22, of Ocala, Fla., to two and 
one-half years at hard labor following 
his conviction on charges of arson. Ross 
was accused of setting fire to a tavern 
near Misawa after a bartender refused 
to serve him. The Army is appealing the 
sentence. 


Ship Collision Kills 12 


The American-owned tanker “Stony 
Point” and the Greek freighter “Ioannis” 
collided off the coast of France on June 
19 during a heavy fog. The tanker caught 
fire causing the crew to abandon ship. 
Radio reports from the scene said that 
at least 12 of the 77 ctew were killed. 


Hose Saves Life of Worker 


A cement company worker near Mexico 
City was trapped by a sudden landslide 
on May 9. Before his head and shoulders 


were buried a fellow worker tossed him | 


a garden hose lying nearby. The hose 
provided the buried man with sufficient 
oxygen to keep him alive while firemen 
dug through tons of cement and gravel 
to free him an hour later. OF 


New CD Warning System 


The nation’s new Civil Defense warn- | 


ing system was put into operation during 
May. The “hotline” network is ready at 


a moment’s notice to alert 200 key warn- | 
ing points. For the first time every region | 
of the country is connected with the na- | 


tional warning center at the Continental 
Air Defense Command headquarters at 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

According to Lewis Berry of FCDA, 


the new 28,000-mile telephone system | 


cuts the warning time to about a minute. 


Five years ago it took about 20 minutes | 


to flash an alert to all points. 


Blanket commands for evasive civilian | 
action, or commands directed to indivi- | 


dual areas, can be transmitted over the 
two-way conference circuit which links 
the national center, two alternate centers 
and Washington to the 200 key points. 


The alternate warning centers are at | 


Roslyn, L. I., and San Francisco. 
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Dependatle—Convenient 


PAK-FONE 


2-WAY RADIOTELEPHONE 


e HAND-CARRIED. EXTREMELY 
| COMPACT. 
¢ BUILT-IN LOUD SPEAKER. 

CONVENIENT MONITORING. 

¢ RELAY SQUELCH. SILENCE BETWEEN 
CALLS. 

e CONNECTOR FOR POWER SUPPLY. 
SAVES BATTERIES. 

¢ WITH UPC-100, OPERATES FROM 
6, 12, 24 VDC AND 117 VAC. 

| ¢ ON-OFF INDICATOR LIGHT. AVOIDS 

|  RUN-DOWN BATTERIES. 

| » TOP PERFORMER IN ALL 
COMPETITIVE TESTS. 

¢ A HEIMARK DESIGN. FCC AND 
FCDA DESIGNATIONS. 


IR Pak-Fones are in wide use in public security 
services. They offer dependable communica- 
tions in areas inaccessible to mobile units. Pak- 
Fones operate on your radio system frequency 
or on their own channels. Models available with 
5-way power supply. 





PAK-FONE MODEL H/M 


VOLUNTEER 
COMMUNICATION RECEIVER 
The most sensitive receiver on the 
market. Compares with sets costing 
3 times as much. Models for car or 
home use. Priced as low as $99.00 
(less crystal). 


Write or wire today for a demonstration in 
| your community or send for literature. 


INDUSTRIAL RADIO CORP. 
428 N. Parkside Ave. © Chicago 4, Ill. © Phone: AUstin 7-8888 


MORE EFFECTIVE PROTECTION 


CITY - RURAL - FOREST 


MODEL 6600 PUMPER—Iinstantly Self-Priming—No wait- 
ing when seconds count 

HIGH PRESSURE—Use one or two hard-hitting streams or 
fire-blanketing fog-spray 

LIGHT WHGHT—E€asily carried to source of water or fire area 

NEOPRENE IMPELLERS—Pump dirty water as well as 
clean water—assure long life 

POWER—Efficient 4-cycle, air-cooled 5 HP engine known 






























Write for 
Bulletin 6600-F 














and serviced world-wide fan 
BY-PASS VALVE, SPRING LOADED AT 150 PS! 


GREASE CUP, NO LOSS OF PRIME, 
PLUS MANY OTHER FEATURES 


MARINE PRODUCTS COMPANY 


515 LYCASTE AVENUE « DETROIT 14, MICHIGAN 


Ne 


| WEIGHS ONLY 110 LBS. 
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MULTIPLE ALARMS 


Continued from page 619 


from all sides of the block, the fire gained 
rapid headway inside the yard, consum- 
ing five delivery trucks and two private 
cars in its course. Flames fed on piles of 
lumber and millwork, filled lofts and 
shingles, and extended into brick ware- 
houses filled with tarpaper and plywood. 
There was no serious danger to exposures. 

As concentrated streams from deck 
nozzles and ladder pipes, backed up by 
hand lines, gradually pushed the fire 
toward H Street, a brick warehouse once 
the company’s stables, became heavily 
involved. This was fought by ladder pipes 


(fed by 3-inch lines) from Ladders 1 
and 3, by deck pipes from three engines 
and by more than a half dozen hand 
lines. The stream from Ladder 3’s 100- 
foot aerial eventually battered in the 
upper part of the stable wall and got to 
the seat of this part of the blaze. In all, 
four ladder companies (Trucks 1, 3, 7 
and 10) kept ladder pipes in action 
throughout the height of the fire. 

After the third alarm, Chief Sutton 
activated the District Fire Department’s 
Plan “E” (for “Emergency”). Off-duty 
platoons were summoned by radio and 
TV announcements and reserve pieces 
were activated to help cover the re- 
mainder of the city. The few remaining 
engine companies not on the fire ground 
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For information on equipment to 
your specs, write... 
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All controls are at the pump 
panel, a big feature in this new- 
est equipment by Sharpsville. 


Other features: 


Two high pressure fog guns 
with hose 

Two 1%” preconnected 
lines 

Ample water supply with 
indicator 

Special features to insure 
winter operation 
Simplified operation 





STEEL FABRICATORS, 


SHARPSVILLE, 


BUILDERS OF SERVICE, CRASH AND LADDER TRUCKS 


PRESSURE PUMPERS 
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SQUAD AND EMERGENCY CARS 


Ine. 
PA. 


VOLUME AND HIGH 


STORAGE TANKS 








were split into single-piece units running 
in combination with five-man crews (al- 
most all Washington engine companies 
are actually double engine companies, so 
that a so-called “hose wagon” can oper- 
ate alone as a combination rig). Mutual 
aid companies in nearby Maryland and 
Virginia went into standby status, Off- 
duty men were released at 1:25 p.m, 
Although Chief Sutton declared the fire 
under control shortly before two o’clock, 
with heavy streams pouring into the 
wreckage, smoke and fire continued to 
loom up from the interior of the block. 
Overhauling was necessary throughout 
Sunday and into the next day. 


Chronology of the fire: 


11:57 a.m.—First alarm (Box 435): 
Engines 2, 7, 13; Truck 10; chief of the 
Sixth Battalion. 

11:58 a.m.—Second alarm; Engines 3, 
6, 8; Rescue Squad 1; Truck 1; fireboat; 
chief of the Seventh Battalion; deputy 
chief; chief engineer; superintendent of 
machinery. 

12:01 p.m.—Third alarm: Engines 1, 
16, 18; Truck 3; fire marshal. 

12:12 p.m.—Fourth alarm: Engines 4, 
15, 23; Trucks 4, 7; chief of the Second 
Battalion. 

12:20 p.m.—Special call: Engines 9, 
3*, 16*, 18%, 

12:28 p.m.—Special call: Engines 10, 
4*, 6*, 23%, 

1:06 p.m.—Special call: Engines 12, 
1*, 6*, 8*, 


In all, 25 of Washington’s 32 engine 
companies, and five out of 17 ladder 
companies, were ultimately engaged in 
fighting the Johnson & Wimsatt fire. 

Deputy Fire Marshal H. A. Groves 
said damage might run from $350,000 to 
$500,000. Officials of the company said 
the loss was covered by insurance. While 
arson at the time of writing had not been 
established, Fire Inspector Kermit R. 
Mullins suggested “strong indications,” 
and probers were looking for boys who 
had been seen playing about the premises 
before outbreak of the blaze. 

One sequel of the fire was a collision 
at 12th Street and Independence Avenue 
between Engine 9, responding to the 
12:20 special call (in effect, the fifth 
alarm), and a motorcycle policeman also 
enroute to the fire. Although no injuries 
were sustained by firemen of Engine 9, 
and damage to the apparatus was minor, 
the policeman was seriously hurt and 
hospitalized. The only other injury was 
that of Fireman R. D. Bowsher, slightly 
hurt by a fall. 

At the height of the fire, within two 
minutes after the fourth alarm an excited 
citizen, seeing the loom-up, pulled Box 
426, Ist and N Streets, S.W., almost a 
mile away. This box was covered by a 
single engine company. 


Five injured in rooming house fire 


Three tenants and two firemen were 
injured on May 2nd in a three-alarm 
afternoon fire in a rooming house at 1333 

* Response by other companies relocated into 


— of, and running as, the company so 
esignated. 
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Columbia Road, N.W. Arson has been | 


established. 

The initial alarm was turned in at 
2:30 p.m, First-due Engine 11 and Ladder 
6 found fire roaring up the stairwell from 
the first floor and mushrooming into 
apartments on the two upper floors of the 
three-story former residence. Second and 
third alarms were struck shortly afterward 
when fire began to work into the cock- 
lofts of adjacent rooming houses in the 
same row of buildings. 


Although all three structures—turn-of- 


the-century stone row houses — were 
quickly laddered by Ladders 6 and 9, two 
men and a woman were forced by fast- 
spreading flames to jump from a second- 
story window. Two had second-degree 
burns and all sustained foot or ankle in- 
juries from the fall. Other tenants were 


rescued by laddermen from outside | 


ledges. 

While ladder companies proceeded 
with rescue and ventilation, first-alarm 
engine companies advanced 1%-inch 
lines, backed up by 2%-inch. 

Within 30 minutes the fire had been 
confined to the original premises and 
knocked down by the 18 companies 


which the three alarms brought (12 en- | 
gine companies, 4 ladder companies and | 


2 rescue squads). Also responding were 
three battalion chiefs, deputy chief, chief 


engineer and fire marshal. Two firemen— | 


L. H. Nairn and R. T. Clarke—were cut 
by falling slate. 


Fire Marshal Robert’s office launched | 


an immediate investigation to determine 


the cause of the fire. Fire Inspector | 


Kermit R. Mullins said the fire was “defi- 
nitely set” and attribyted it to wadded 
newspaper torches. The Metropolitan 
Police have broadcast a lookout for a 
known woman arsonist seen in the neigh- 
borhood shortly before the fire was dis- 
covered, 


Another rooming house fire 


Almost exactly 48 hours after the 


earlier three-alarm blaze, fire broke out | 


on May 4th in another rooming house, 
this time at Vermont Avenue and Logan 
Circle, N.W. 

Under somewhat similar circumstances, 
(in former row-residence converted to 
lodgings about once fashionable Logan 
Circle), fire started in 1340 Vermont 
Avenue and spread through attic spaces 
to premises next door. 

The first alarm was sounded at 1:30 
p.m, First-due Engine 16 advanced 1%4- 
inch lines into the first floor while Truck 
3 laddered the building and assisted 12 
occupants down fire escapes. Seat of the 
blaze was a trash-filled ventilation shaft 
from which fire quickly extended into 
three rooms on the fire floor and simul- 
taneously mushroomed to the third floor 
and attic. 

At 1:34 p.m., a second alarm was 
struck, bringing four additional engine 





* Standard D, C. attack technique is to locate 
the hose wagon of the first-due engine company 
at the immediate scene and commence opera- 
tions with one or more pre-connected 144-inch 
lines from a booster tank, while a 24-inch 
line is meanwhile stretched to the pumper which 
then relays to the hose wagon. 
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24 years a fire fighter! 


i — 
CHAMPION * orn 
FIRE PUMP 
makes 
“a little spray 
goalongway | — 
toward Fe eaatrson 
knocking down semen 
a lot of flame’’ 


The Champion of 1933 was 
the first piston-type knap- 
sack sprayer patented in the 
U. S. Today’s model, the re- 
sult of many improvements 
throughout the years, can do 
a big firefighting job for you. 














*TRADE NAME REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. / 5 i 





[ | CHAMPION PISTON-TYPE PUMP 


The continuing popularity of the Champ- 
ion is due to its dependable, simple op- 
eration and its efficient control of water. 
Pressure is pumped as needed, nozzle 
adjusts quickly from heavy fog to 30-ft. 
stream, ventilated form-fitting back for 
comfort in all weathers, large leak-proof 
cover for fast filling. All working parts 
are of brass for long life. 


~< CHAMPION SLIDE-TYPE PUMP 


This model gives operator free use of his 
hands when not operating slide-action 
pump; hose at top prevents water from 


running out when pump is below bottom 
VENTILATED BACK of tank. Convenient carrying handle. 





Form-fitting back on both models j i 
guards operator’s back against Free literature describes both models. 


chill and condensation. Distributorships available — write for details. 


-— ee OOOO 4 
Je eee ee ne SS ES GENES GD GEES GS ED SD nS eS ce es es cs es es es es ce ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe oe oe ee oe od 


CHAMPION SPRAYER COMPANY 


Manufacturer of Portable Sprayers and Dusters 


6509 HEINTZ AVENUE +- DETROIT 11, MICHIGAN 








AQUATIC Search & Rescue Equipment 


Kits, Drags, Extension Poles, Ring Buoys with Toss Lines, etc., for 
ON THE SPOT emergencies in water rescue and body recovery. 
Thoroughly field tested by thousands including Fire Departments, 
| Rescue Squads, Sheriff and Police Departments, State and U. S. 
| Government Departments. Builds good public relations with effi- 
ciency and serves both large and small communities. 


AQUATIC EQUIPMENT COMPANY 


Box 563, Des Moines, lowa 
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companies, a ladder company, Rescue 
Squad 1, the deputy chief, Chief Engi- 
neer Sutton and a battalion chief. By two 
o'clock the fire was under control after a 
brief but hard struggle in the heavily 
charged attics of the mid-Victorian 
houses. ‘Extensive overhauling was re- 
quired among the burnt-out gingerbread 
fancy-work and ornate roofs, where fire 
smouldered for some time. 

A relative newcomer observed on the 
fire ground was Engine 32. For some 
years Washington has had 31 engine 
companies, but this company has recently 
been activated to meet expansion of the 
growing northeast section. Its new quar- 
ters will be at 24th and Irving Streets, 
N.E., but until completed, Engine 32 is 


running out of Engine 12’s quarters at 
North Capital Street and Florida Avenue. 


An unprecedented week 


In commenting on the six days of mul- 
tiple-alarm fires (which came on the 
heels of a three-alarm fire April 9th, ) 
Chief Sutton said he couldn’t recall any 
period in the last 30 years with so many 
multiple alarms in so short a time. He 
characterized it as one of “extreme strain” 
for the department and of many thou- 
sands of dollars’ extra expense for the 
District of Columbia. Furthermore, Wash- 
ington, whose record consistently stands 
among the best in the country, has had 
more than a million dollars’ worth of 









SPECIFY BAR-WAY, 


eee 


' THE ACCEPTED STANDARD 








FOR HIGH PRESSURE 
HOSE COUPLINGS... 


@_sRELIABLE—Bar-Way builds to quality 
standards. We make the best possible. 


2) NO-CHOKE—Coupling resistance to 
flow within plus or minus 2% of equiva- 
lent hose length. 


® HIGH-SLIP—Non-snagging design so 
that all models slip over ground ob- 
structions. 


@ STANDARDIZED — Interchangeable 
parts, 100% inspected; made on auto- 
matic equipment. 


8 STOCKED— Shipments made from stock 


on all standard types from Stamford. 











{ wuar’s new | 


All aluminum chrome plated couplings to fit 14%” hose are a recent 
development. These couplings weigh only 15 ounces and are now 
installed on the prototype of a gas turbine centrifugal pump-and- 
reel assembly which can be lifted by helicopter to the nearest water 
source. Do you have any light-weight coupling requirements? 
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multiple-alarm fire loss with more than 
half the year yet to go. 

A total of ten firemen and one police- 
man have been injured in varying degrees 
since the April 9th fire. Four pieces of 
apparatus were damaged. (JZ 


Can’t Insure Old Fire Engine 


Washington, D. C., Oldest Inhabitants 
Association has discovered that it is diffi- 
cult to obtain fire insurance on a fire en- 
gine. The association owns a fire engine 
over 100 years old and recently decided 
to insure it against fire loss. Insurance 
companies classify the museum piece as a 
relic and the rates are so high that the 
association has abandoned the idea of 
protecting it. 


Irving Johnson 


Battalion Chief D. J. Casey 


Battalion Chief Daniel J. Casey, 61, a 
member of the Los Angeles City Fire 
Department since 1922, died June 12 fol- 
lowing a heart attack. 

Chief Casey had been in charge of 
Battalion 8A since 1945. 

—Cliff Dektar 


Chief E. R. Fair 


Fire Chief E. R. Fair, 54, of Lemoyne, 
Pa., collapsed while fighting a fire on 
Monday, June 24, and died a few min- 
utes later. He had been chief of the Le- 
moyne department for 18 years. He was 
active in Pennsylvania firemen and fire 
chiefs affairs and was a member of the 
state fire-police association. Among his 
survivors are two sons, Assistant Chief 
William E. Fair of the Lemoyne depart- 
ment, and Assistant Chief Robert H. Fair 
of the West Fairview, Pa., Fire Depart- 
ment, 


Chief Joseph S. Williams 


Joseph S. Williams, 85, former chief 
of the St. Louis Park, Minn. Fire Depart- 
ment and father of the present chief, 
C. M. Williams, died recently at his 
home in St. Louis Park. He had been in 
failing health for several months. 

Chief Williams organized the St. Louis 
Park Fire Department in 1893 and served 
as its chief for 52 years. In 1930 the 
volunteer department added a fulltime 
paid staff and he became the paid chief 
in which post he remained until his re- 
tirement in 1945. 


Norbert Tamandl 


Norbert Tamandl, office manager of 
the Acme Protection Equipment Com- 
pany, South Haven, Mich., died on May 
23. He entered the safety industry with 
the E. D. Bullard Company, and joined 
Acme in 1946, 
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Coming Events 








dlice- w 8 
Seal Build your own fire truck 
es of 
uly 27—International Firemen’s Day, Annual + } nw Ps | P| a) il cal 
meeting, Gananoque, Ont., Canada. Secretary, 0 r a e w uw n re °o a | iil 
Gerald F. Hampton, Gananoque, Ont., Can- - 
ada. 
ine Aug. 7-9—Indiana Firemen’s Association. An- 
nual meeting, Indianapolis, Ind. For informa- : : 
tants tion, contact the Indianapolis Fire Depart- The time has come when rural fire protection 
diffi ment, Indianapolis, Ind. ° should leave the “Fancy Dan” class so that every 
yas, Aug. 12-16—Virginia Volunteer Firemen’s Asso- small community can do a real down-to-earth job of 
> en- ciation. Annual meeting, Covington, Va. For extinguishing fires rapidly, simply and inexpensively. 
gine information contact Covington Fire Depart- Th ; j ‘ 5 
teled ment e nickel plate, red paint, gadgets and polish are good if you can 
— Aug. 17-24—Macomb County Firemen’s Asso- afford them. But all you need for sound, economical fire protection is 
wag ciation, Annual regional fire school, Mount an Oberdorfer All Bronze Pump hooked up to the transmission of a 
as a Clemens, Mich. For information contact Fire dependable truck that carries a tank of water loaded with a good 
+ the Marshal Walter O. Jacobs, St. Claire Shores wetting agent. 
| f Fire Department, St. Clair Shores, Mich. Effective fi 1 528 hi fi i ae 
ao Aug. 18-23—Firemen’s Association of the State sffective fire control starts just as soon as this outfit can reach its des- 
of New York. Annual meeting, Elmira, N. Y. tination and a man can grab the nozzle end of the booster hose and get 
nson For information contact the headquarters of to the fire. The resulting penetrating stream of over 120 Ibs. pressure 
the Association, Hotel Martinique, Broadway is the fastest and most important phase of fire fighting. 


at 32nd Street, New York 1, N. Y. 

Aug. 25-27—-New York State Permanent Fire- 
men’s Association. Annual meeting, Syracuse, 
N. Y, For further information ‘contact Robert 
E. Mills, Secretary- < Seame 420 Plymouth 
Drive, Syracuse 6, N. 

Aug. 27-30—British Cheats Fire Chiefs Asso- 
ciation. Annual meeting, Victoria, B, C. For 
information, contact Chief F, W. Briers, 626 
Cormorant Street, Victoria, B. C. 

Sept. 8—Great Lakes Association of Fire Chiefs. 


Do you have a garage, a truck and a mechanic with a little common 
sense? We have the pump you need. Write for details. 


OBERDORFER 


BRONZE ROTARY GEAR 










sla Annual meeting in conjunction with Interna- 
Fire tional Association of Fire Chiefs, Hotel Jung, 
» fol- New Orleans, La. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief 


Elmer Stough, 605 - 4th Street, Lorain, Ohio. 
Sept. 8—Southwestern Association of Fire 
e of Chiefs. Annual meeting in conjunction with 
International Association of Fire Chiefs, New 
k Orleans, La. Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. B. J. 
2ktar Barrodale, 275 Gabasse Street, Houma, La. 
Sept. 8-12—International Association of Fire 

Chiefs. Annual meeting, New Orleans, La. 

Secretary-Manager, B, Richter Townsend, 

Suite 1306, 232 Madison Avenue, New York 
yyne, 16, N. Y. 

Sept. 12-14—West Virginia State Firemen’s 





























: ws = Association. Annual meeting, McMechen, W. ‘ , omens - : 
min- Va. For information contact Edgar Gallagher, , ee Slightly higher 
Le- Convention Chairman, McMechen Volunteer , e ’ West of Rockies 
was Fire Department, McMechen, W. Va. 
f Sept. 12-14—Westchester County Volunteer 
| a Firemen’s Association, Annual meeting, 
e Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. For information, con- 
his tact John R, Bailey, Secretary, Box 1, Bald- PERFORMANCE DATA—No. 26 PUMP SHOWN ABOVE 
‘he win Place, N. Y. 
a Sept. 13-14—Jefferson County Volunteer Fire- Pump Shaft Pounds Hose Length | Dry Suction | Vol. in Gal. 
r, a men’s egy se Py oe —— and R.P.M. Pressure and Size Lift in Feet Per Minute 
air tournament, exandria Bay, N. Y. Secretary, . . 
yart- Lewis Z. Horr, Great Bend, N. Y. 1600 120 500’—11.” 20’ 150 
Sept. 14—Jamestown Fire Department Associa- 
tion. Annual fire prevention parade. For in- ; ? 
formation, contact Martin Hagstrom, Parade For complete specifications of this and other Oberdorfer All Bronze Booster 
Secretary, Jamestown Fire Department, Pumps, and name of your nearest distributor, write: 


Jamestown, N. Y. All fire departments are 
invited to participate in this parade which 
shief is the kick-off to the fire prevention program. 


Sept. 16-19—Canadian Association of Fire | FIRE PUMP DIVISION OBERDORFER FOUNDRIES, INC., Syracuse, N.Y. 








nek Chiefs. Annual meeting, Kentville, N. S. Sec- 
paps retary, Chief Allan H. Clark, Fire Headquar- 
his ters, Lakefield, Ont. ee 
n in Sept. 16-19—International Municipal Signal | 
Association. Annual meeting, Miami Beach, or AS eS tga 
Fla. Secretary, Irvin Shulsinger, 120 West c 


cm 42nd Street, New York 36, N. Y. . e 
rve Sept. 17-18—Iowa Firemen’s Association, An- — d | th a) : 

the nual meeting and tournament, Chariton, Ia. ea Wi a prin 
For information write Secretary-Treasurer 


hief ie LEADING BRANDS, 











- re- Sept. 22-26—California State Firemen’s Asso- 

“ [gisen tne, Annual meeting, Sun Mateo, al- | | LARGEST Stock, LOWEST Price & 
Secretary-Treasu SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 

Oct. 16-18—Indiana Fire Chiefs Association. 


Secretary-Treasurer, 755-17th Street, San 
Annual meeting, Evansville, Ind. For informa- 
: of tion, contact the Evansville, Ind., Fire De- 
om- partment, 
Oct. 31-Nov. 2—International Rescue and First e 
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“ Mix ta Spray, 101 Nowth Alfred Sweet, Alex” | MA PMY LUM Cae ere Ce Uo ee 
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FIRE COMMISSIONER 


Continued from page 617 




























in helping you to efficiently run your own 
department. 

And at this juncture, I want to particu- 
larly stress the wisdom of maintaining 
friendly relations with the press, the 
radio, and the T.V. stations. 

Administrating the fire department of 
a large city is certainly not an isolationist 
job. One cannot allow meddling and out- 
side interference as such, but one must 
bear in mind that at all times the depart- 
ment belongs to the city and its func- 
tions are for all the people, their wel- 
fare, and protection. 

What has been said I am sure, does 


not cover everything pertaining to the 
duties and responsibilities of a fire com- 
missioner, but I believe it is a fair over- 
all picture. In my opinion, being a fire 
commissioner is interesting work. If you 
have a little buff blood running around 
in your veins, it becomes fascinating— 
as I have already hinted. There is some- 
times the flare of dramatics; there is 
always the possibility of the unexpect- 
ed, any minute of the day or night; and 
always there hangs overhead the sober- 
ing realization of the responsibilities in- 
volved. 

There is still one more feature of a 
fire commissioner's job: It is not compul- 
sory; rather, it is just a matter of either 
personal interest or moral consciousness. 










































fire fighters as the best equipment 


are now three ways better! 


STRONGER ¢ LIGHTER ¢ 


tank weighs only 15 pounds. New 


the tank completely leakproof. 


Water where 
you need it, 
effectively and 
economically 


HaropikeEs, long acclaimed by rural and forest 


a water supply at the scene of hard-to-reach fires, 


Now constructed of tough neoprene coated Nylon, 
HaropikEs are easier to back-pack, lighter, yet 
more durable than before. A 300 gallon HARopDIKE 


cemented seam construction makes 


Introducing... 
the WMEW Harodikes P 


made of Neoprene Coated Nylon 






















able Water Tank 


for providing 


LEAKPROOF 






Ideal for relay 
pumping with long, 
steep hose lays 





















Send for 
price list 
TODAY 


North 





HARODIKES, Incorporated 


Dighton, Massachusetts 





It’s the business of the fire commissioner 
going to fires. In a large city one cannot 
respond to everything, but I believe one 
cannot know the life and work of fire 
officers and men by sitting at a desk 
in the office, or sticking close to home 
at night. Observing the personnel and 
equipment in operation under varying 
conditions I believe, is important. One 
gets a better comprehension of things, 
Therefore, if I happen to be driving my 
radio-equipped car in the vicinity of a 
first-alarm working fire, I will stop and 
see what’s going on. One often learns 
more of the problems of fire fighting at 
such fires than at a big blaze. Oh yes, 
I respond to all multiple alarms and when 
conditions warrant, wear the same pro- 
tective clothing as do the men. And 
should I be present at a fire, regardless 
of its size, I have never found it nec- 
essary to give—nor have I ever given 
the officer in command a direct fire fight- 
ing order. True, on various rare occasions 
I have made a suggestion but have left 
the decision up to the chief. After all, 
he has had the years of experience and 
as I view it, although having the au- 
thority to give an order, I am still a 
civilian who has never actually been a 
professional fire fighter. Right or wrong, 
that’s my policy and it has worked very 
well. 

Being a fire commissioner is like be- 
ing a circus performer—it’s got to be 
in your blood and you must like it. I like 
and enjoy my job. (10 


Connecticut Field Day 


The Connecticut State Drillmasters 
Association held a field day on Saturday, 
June 15, at the Eastern Connecticut Fire- 
men’s Training School. The event was co- 
sponsored by the State Board of Educa- 
tion, The State Fire Chiefs Association 
and the State Firemen’s Association and 
climaxed a five-day fire college that began 
June 10. 

Activities during the program included 
fire fighting, rescue work, use of heavy 
‘streams, portable water tanks, aerial lad- 
der operations, electrical fires and hand 
tub pumpers competing against a modem 
pumping engine. 


May Fire Losses 


Estimated fire losses in the United 
States during May amounted to $79,045,- 
000, the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers has reported. 

According to Lewis A. Vincent, 
NBFU’s general manager, this $79,045,- 
000 loss represents a decrease of 9.8 per 
cent from losses of $87,681,000 reported 
for May 1956, and a decrease of 8.1 per 
cent from losses of $85,994,000 for April 
1957. 

Losses for the first five months of 1957 
now total $480,445,000, an increase of 
8.5 per cent over the first five months of 
Ne when they amounted to $442,633,- 


These estimated losses include an al- 
lowance for uninsured and unreported 
losses. 
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Persons in the News 





Braidech Awarded Lamme Medal 


Ohio State University has awarded the 
Benjamin G. Lamme Medal for 1957 to 
Mathew M. Braidech, research director of 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters. 
Presentation was made at the university's 
commencement exercises in Columbus, 
Ohio. 





Mathew M. Braidech, who was awarded 
the Benjamin G. Lamme Medal for 1957, is 
shown with Novice G. Fawcett, president of 
Ohio State University (at right) and Dean 
G. B. Carson of the College of Engineering 


The award is one of the university’s 
highest honors and generally considered 
among the most notable made in the 
fields of engineering research and the 
technical arts. It is awarded annually to 
an alumnus in recognition of “meritorious 
achievement” in these fields. 

Mr. Braidech is nationally recognized 
as a leading authority in the field of fire 
protection and fire prevention. Since 1945 
he has been research director, fire pre- 
vention and engineering standards de- 
partment, of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. 


Dennis B. Ward Chief at 
Muskegon, Mich. 


Dennis B. Ward was appointed fire 
chief of the Muskegon, Mich., Fire De- 
partment, succeeding Chief Leonard H. 
Bailke who retired on June 1, after al- 
most 35 years in the fire service. 

Chief Ward is 49 years of age and has 
17 years service in the fire department. 
He joined the department in March 1940 
and was appointed lieutenant in April of 
1946. In December 1948, he was pro- 
moted to captain; he became a battalion 
chief in September 1952 and assistant 
chief in July 1956. 

Chief Ward is a member of the Michi- 
gan State Fire Chiefs Association, the 
Western Michigan Fire Chiefs Associa- 
tion and the International Association of 
Fire Chiefs. 

Other promotions in the department in- 
cluded that of Ben Tripp from battalion 
chief to assistant chief; Arthur L. Harvey 
from captain to battalion chief; Carl 
Sampsen from lieutenant to captain and 
George Boll, Jr. from fire fighter to lieu- 
tenant, 


for JULY, 1957 




















For VALUE... 
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Why do users of Hale Fire Pumps specify “Hale Pump” when they 
buy new apparatus? 

Because these men have learned through practical experience HALE 
VALUE in terms of: 


* Dependability 


For 42 years Hale-equipped Fire Pumpers have upheld a high 
standard of dependability . . . a dependability that has won the respect 
of users all over the world. Hale Fire Pumps are sold only through 
Manufacturers of Quality Apparatus. 


* Flexible Performance ° Efficiency 


Write today for NEW FOLDERS on Hale Fire 
. » built in all standard capacities. 


HALE 


FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 


FEATURES 
@ Completely Modern 
® Reliable 
®@ Rugged 
® Compact 


Pumps . 


® Conservatively Rated 
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ELECTRIC PLANTS 4 ELECTRIC PLANTS 


Police and fire | 
departments are 
assured power 


Onan IOKW Emergency Electric 
Plant protects community building 


Among the many modern features 
of the new community building 
in Indian Hill, Ohio, is insurance 
against power interruptions. When 
disasters knock out highline 
power, the Onan Electric Plant 
starts automatically and supplies 
all the electricity needed for 
police and fire departments. Pro- 
vides current for lights, radio and 
other electrical equipment. Allows 
vital municipal services to operate 
normally, protecting the community. 





The Onan 10KW, Series “CW” standby plant at 
Indian Hill is powered by a 4-cycle, 2-cylinder, 
air-cooled engine. It is equipped with Vacu-Flo 
cooling which allows installation in a closed room 
or small compartment. 

Check Onan quality and low prices before you 
buy an electric plant for any purpose. 


A.C. Models: 500 to 75,000 watts. Also D.C. and Battery Charging units. 
Write for folder on standby and portable models 
D. W. ONAN & SONS INC. 


-“Gnan 





ELECTRIC PLANTS 





3125 University Ave. S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


AIR-COOLED ENGINES e« GENERATORS o¢ 


ELECTRIC PLANTS eo 
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KAB KOOLER 


MEMCO AERIAL LADDER 


Modern fire fighting demands the 


use of modern apparatus, and this 
definitely includes the aerial ladder. 


The fast, smooth operating, three 
section, 65’ MEMCO AERIAL LAD- 
DER, pictured below, is solving this 
problem for more and more depart- 
ments throughout the world. 


AVAILABLE IN 
50 and 65 FOOT LENGTHS. 





MEMCO AERIALS ARE NOT 
HIGH PRICED—YOUR DEPART- 
MENT can AFFORD ONE. It can 
be mounted on a truck already in 
service—or a new commercial chassis 





—or, your fire truck manufacturer | 
can incorporate it into a new fire | 


truck for you. 
for details—write or telephone 


MEMCO AERIAL LADDER CO. 


1007 N. W. 36th Street 
Oklahoma City 18, Oklahoma 
Telephone—JAckson 5-6828 


NBFU Elects Officers 


James C. Hullett, president of the Hart- 
ford Fire Insurance Co. was re-elected 
president of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters during the 91st annual 
meeting of the group at the Hotel Com- 
modore, N. Y., during the week of May 
20. 

Also re-elected were Harry W. Miller, 
general attorney of the Commercial 
Union-Ocean Group of companies, to 
vice-president; and D. R. Ackerman, 
chairman of the board, Great American 
Insurance Co., treasurer. F, Elmer Sam- 
mons, president of the Hanover Fire In- 
surance Co. was elected secretary. 


N.F.P.A. Re-elects Officers 


John A. Neale, chief engineer, National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, was re-elect- 
ed president of the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association at the annual meeting of 
the association held during the week of 
May 19 at Los Angeles. 

Also re-elected were Chief Henry G. 
Thomas, Hartford, 1st vice president; Lo- 
ren S. Bush, chief engineer, Board of Un- 
derwriters of the Pacific, 2nd vice presi- 
dent; Hovey T. Freeman, president, 
Manufacturers Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co., Providence, secretary-treasurer; and 
Richard E. Vernor, manager, Fire Pre- 
vention Department, Western Actuarial 
Bureau, Chicago, chairman, Board of 
Directors. 


Long Branch Claims 
Oldest Active N. J. Fire Fighter 


William H. Pierce, the oldest active fire 
fighter in the State of New Jersey was the 
guest of honor at a testimonial dinner 
on April Ist. West End Engine Co. 3 of 
the Long Branch, N., J., Fire Department 
commemorated his 65th anniversary of 
joining the department by presenting Mr. 
Pierce with a purse, “Rick,” as he is af- 
fectionately known to his associates, also 
received a wrist watch from the Fire Po- 
lice Association and a plaque from the 
City. 

Fireman Pierce was elected to mem- 
bership on April 1, 1892 and is still ac- 
tive today. He has served as a fire police- 
man for the last 57 years. 

—Chief Kenneth W. Wymbs 





William H. (Rick) Pierce, (right) 80, re- 


ceives commemorative gifts from (left to 
right) Public Safety Director Rocco N. Bon- 
forte, Long Branch; John J. Moran, dinner 
chairman, West End Engine; and Anthony 
Melina, president Fire Police Association 





BRAXMAR 
BADGES 








Since 1879 


Firemen the world over rely 
on Braxmar for the finest 
badges money can buy. 
We offer the widest possi- 
ble selection in_ nickel, 
chrome plate, sterling sil- 
ver, gold plate, rolled gold 
and solid gold; all of our 
badges and insignia are 
the work of experts with a 
lifetime of service. 


Write for latest catalog 
and price list. 


Dealer inquiries invited 


THE C. G. BRAXMAR CO., INC. 


216 East 45th Street 
New York 17, New York 
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Z. F. Drouin Retires 


Zephirin F, Drouin, chief engineer of 
the Lewiston, Me., Fire Department for 
the past 18 years will retire during the 
month of July. Chief Drouin entered 
the department in 1923, was promoted 
to lieutenant in 1925, to captain in 1929 
and to deputy chief in 1937. He was 
appointed chief engineer on June 1, 1939. 





Chief Drouin is a past president of 
the Maine State Association of Fire 
Chiefs and an active member of the In- 
ternational Association of Fire Chiefs 
and the New England Association of Fire 
Chiefs. One of the Chief’s sons is a 
dispatcher in the alarm division of the 
Lewiston department. 


Hugh Halligan Retires 


Deputy Chief Hugh Halligan, 62, re- 
tired recently from the New York Fire 
Department after 41 years of service. 
Chief Halligan is widely known through- 
out the country as the inventor of the 
“Halligan Tool,” designed for facilitating 
forcible entry. 

He joined the New York department in 
1916 at the age of 21 and was assigned 
to 88 Engine. He was appointed lieu- 
tenant in 1922, captain in 1924 and at 
the age of 39 became one of the depart- 
ment’s youngest deputy chiefs. 


Desjardins Heads Arson Group 


Lt.-Col. E. Desjardins, MBE, CD, 
RCE, Fire Marshal-Canadian Army, was 
appointed president of the International 
Association of Arson Investigators during 
the recent Arson Investigators Seminar 
held at Purdue University. Colonel Des- 
jardins is the first Canadian so honored. 
He is a director of the Canadian Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs and principal of the 
Canadian Fire Investigators School. 


Ferber Chief in Greenfield Hill 


James C, Ferber, assistant chief of the 
Greenfield Hill, Conn., Fire Company, 
has been named chief following the resig- 
nation of Chief Frederick C. Banks, Jr. 
The new chief will also be named fire 
marshal for the district by the fire com- 
mission, 


for JULY, 1957 








OUR EFFICIENCY! 


The accelerated tempo of modern times demands modern tech- 
niques plus stepped-up efficiency. Fire departments everywhere 
find the Super Vacuum Smoke Ejector provides the extra margin of efficiency 
necessary in modern day fire fighting. New and revolutionary in design, Super 
Vacuum will outperform other fans twice its size...gives the positive, controlled 
ventilation essential to the prompt, efficient control of fires. 


CONTROL VENTILATION 
.- CONTROL FIRES! 


The heart of the SUPER VACUUM Smoke Ejector 
is the patented propeller. Conventional fans 
produce a chopping, recirculating action. In 
contrast, the SUPER VACUUM propeller is 
a perfect spiral air screw which creates 
a vacuum...suction is created over 
the entire face of the propeller 
and the air or smoke is dis- 
charged in a high veloc- ie 
ity spiral. There are | 
no dead spots. 
























TIONAL INFORMATION OR 


es Vp sas “wiuraeruers BY 
upper UVVacwmest MANUFACTURING CO. 
319% E. 17th Ave., Denver 3, Colorado INC. 














From one chip to ap 


CHIEF G. M. THOMPSON, RURAL FIRE yf 
DEPARTMENT, ROCHESTER, MINN. SAYS: | 
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“‘We know through our own 
experience that the cost of 
owning a Cornelius compressor 
is small compared to the safety 
it provides our men.”’ 


To the many fire departments now using 


(cincllius arrcssons 


Share your experience with 
another chief whose problems 
and interests are the same as 
your own, Your response may 
contribute to higher safety 
standards for your fellow fire- 
men. Write a brief outline of 
your experience and mail to: 


The CORNELIUS Company 


WELCOME TO BOOTH 51 
1.A.F.C. Convention © Sept. 8-12 








MODEL 130R1415 
3000 PSI — 2 CFM 
Weight complete — 95 Ibs. 
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with NEW 
DIRECTIONAL 


HAND WHEEL 
CONTROL 
* 


One man can operate 
the gun. It will hold 
in any position. 
















EASY TO OPERATE @ 
STURDY @ 
SAFE @ 
MINIMUM @ 


FRICTION LOSS 
Send for 
complete 
information 


~ SAMUEL EASTMAN CO., INC. 
CONCORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 










MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
for Emergency Vehicles 
a BM GN Ce 8 EE | 
Siren sounds a penetrating 
warning, red light automatically 
flashes authority. Traffic opens 


instantly, day or night. FREE 
ROLLING feature. 


@ HANDSOME 
HM RUGGED 
@ RELIABLE 


Built by proud craftsmen to the highest standards of 
precision manufacturing . . . utilizing materials of finest 
quality . . . Sterling Sirens give year-after-year of 
unsurpassed dependability and satisfaction. 


MODEL 20 SIRENLITE 
FIRE ALARM SIREN 


for Volunteer Systems | 


— acceleration, power- 
plus . . . Model M really 
gets the boys out in a hurry! 
Used by championship 
companies from coast to 
coast. A dependable, heavy- 
duty siren built of the 

finest materials throughout. 











ee eect Geen Gund quite came eam cum al 


Complete line of Siren Equipment * 


Bulletin on Request 


eee eee eee eee oe HE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., INC. 


Pr _ we ee eee ee 





10 BARTLETT ST., ROCHESTER 8, N. Y. 
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FIRE COLLEGES 





Arizona State Fire Training School—Oct. 17-19, 
Phoenix. Director, Battalion Chief Jake Siken, 
Fire Fighting Instruction Supervisor, 49 South 
First Street, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Florida State Fire School, Aug. 5-9—Arson 
Investigation and Detection Seminar; Sept. 
9-18—Units 101, Tools, Forcible Entry, 
Breathing Apparatus; 107, Arson Detection; 
208; Fire Department Administration, Sept. 
16-20, Units 102, Hose and Ladders; 106, 
Fire Inspection; 204, Fire Fighting Tactics. 
Sept. 23-27, Units 103, Rescue, Ventilation, 
Salvage and Overhaul; 105, Fire Apparatus 
and Pumps; 206, Fire Prevention and Pro- 
tection. Sept. 30-Oct. 4—Units 104, Fire 
Streams; 201, Instructor Training; 202, Com- 
pany Officer Training. Director, W. H. Bar- 
nett, P. O. Box 785, Ocala, Fla. 

Idaho State Fire School—Aug. 15-17, Boise, 
Ida. Director, Chief Steve Taylor, Fire Head- 
quarters, Boise, Ida. 

Indiana State Fire School—Sept. 10-13, Purdue 
University, Lafayette. Director, Professor 
Shelby Gallien, Public Safety Institute, Pur- 
due University, West Lafayette, Ind. 

Kansas State Fire School—October 21-24, Uni- 
versity of Kansas, Lawrence. Director, Clyde 
A. Babb, 111 Fraser Hall, University of Kan- 
sas, Lawrence, Kans. 

Maryland Fire College, Short Course for Oper- 
ation of Aerial Ladders—August 5-7. Annual 
Short Course for Firemen—September 3-6. 
For information, contact Robert C. Byrus, 
Director, Fire Service Extension, College of 
Engineering, University of Maryland, College 
Park, Md. 

Michigan Fire Inspectors Conference—Sept. 24- 
27, Kellogg Center, Michigan State Univer- 
sity, Lansing, Mich. For further information, 
contact Phillip K. Alber, Secretary-Treasurer, 
Michigan Fire Inspectors Society, 732 West 
Genesee Street, Lansing, Mich. 

Minnesota Valley Fire School—July 13, Le Cen- 
ter, Minn, For information, contact Fred A. 
Pischel, Le Center Fire and Safety Company, 
Le Center, Minn. 

Missouri Fire Conference—July 26-28, Univer- 
sity of Missouri, Columbia. Director, J. I. 
Fetters, Administrative Assistant, University 
of Missouri, Room 101, Building T-11, Co- 
lumbia, Mo. 

Montana State Firemen’s School—Aug. 21-24, 
Polson. Director, Chief Clayten Brown, Fire 
Headquarters, Polson, Mont. 

Morris County Fire School—July 2, Rockaway 

Boro Fire Department Headquarters, Rock- 
away, N. J.; Aug. 6, Brookside Fire Head- 
, quarters, Mendham Township, N. J.; Sept. 3, 
Cedar Knolls Fire Headquarters, Cedar 
Knolls, N. J. For information, contact Robert 
H. Wright, Publicity Chairman, Long Hill 
Lane, Chatham, N. J. 

New Jersey State Fire College. Fall outdoor 
training sessions—Sept. 12-15 (tentative), Sea 
Girt. Director, Deputy Chief (ret.) John P. 
Weeks, 804 Quackenbush Boulevard, Sea 
Girt, N. J. 

New Mexico Fire Marshals Fire Protection Con- 
ference—Aug. 21-23, Roswell; Aug. 25-27, 
Las Vegas. Director, John B. Woodall, Deputy 
se Marshall, P. O. Box 311, Santa Fe, 

. M. 


Ohio Short Course for Arson Investigators— 
Sept. 16-20, Ohio State University, Columbus, 
Ohio; For further information, write Willis S. 
Peterson, General Chairman, Room 613, 
Wyandotte Building, 21 West Broad Street, 
Columbus 15, Ohio. 

Ohio State Fire School—Sept. 9-13, Ohio State 
University Campus, Columbus, Ohio. Direc- 
tor, Dr. Harvey Walker, Department of Politi- 
cal Science, Ohio State University, Columbus. 
Co-Director, Wayne C. Jenkins, Chief of Fire 
Prevention, State Fire Marshal’s Office, Wyan- 
dotte Building, Columbus, Ohio. 

Pennsylvania State Fire School—Apr, 29-Oct. 4, 
three seven-week cycles of fire fighter train- 
ing. Annual Fire School and Instructors’ Con- 
ference—Aug. 5-10. Officership and Instruc- 
tors Finishing Course—Aug. 12-16, all at 
Pennsylvania Fire School, Lewistown, Pa. 
For information, contact Art Espey, Director, 
Box 631, Lewistown, Pa. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





—- ihn ook 2a oe 





17-19, 
Siken, 
South 


-Arson 
Sept. 
Entry, 
ction; 
Sept. 
106, 
actics, 
ation, 
aratus 
Pro- 
Fire 
Com- 
Bar- 


Boise, 
tead- 


urdue 
fessor 
Pur- 


Uni- 
Clyde 
Kan- 


)per- 
nual 

8-6. 
yrus, 
re of 
llege 


, 24- 
iver- 
tion, 
urer, 
West 


Cen- 
1 A, 
any, 


iver- 
l. 
rsity 

Co- 


-24, 
Fire 


way 
»ck- 
vad- 
dar 
bert 
Hill 


loor 
Sea 


Sea 
on- 
27, 
uty 
Fe, 


us, 


13, 
et, 


ate 





Tennessee State Fire Service School—Aug. 19. 
93. Middle Tennessee State College, Murf- 
reesboro. Director, Homer S. Elkins, Fireman- 
ship Instructor, T & I Division, State Board 
for Vocational Education, 215 Chestnut 
Street, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Texas Firemen’s State Training School—July 
21-26, Texas A & M College, College Sta- 
tion. Director, Henry D. Smith, Chief Fire- 
men’s Training School, Enginering Extension 
Service, A & M College, College Station, 
Tex. 

Virginia State Fire School—Sept. 9-18, No. 9 
Station, Thole Street, Norfolk. Director, R. 
Lawrence Oliver, Supervisor-Instructor, Fire 
Service Training, P. O. Box 654, Harrison- 
burg, Va. 

West Virginia State Fire School—July 22-26, 
West Virginia Universtiy, Morgantown. Direc- 
tor, R. E. Hanna, Jr., Department of Exten- 
sion of Industrial Science, School of Mines, 
West Virginia University, Morgantown, W. 
Va. 

Western Pennsylvania Firemen’s Training Insti- 
tute—Aug. 19-23, State Teachers College, 
California, Pa. For information, contact James 
Silbaugh, Secretary, Fire School Committee, 
Uniontown, Pa. 010) 


SALVAGE 


Continued from page 625- 

mings out of shape, as they are frequently 
made of various combinations of wool, 
cotton, silk and mohair and the effect 
of water is different on each material. 
When wet, one material will shrink or 
stretch away from the other and draw the 
trimming out of shape. 


Leather: Heat in excess of 80° F. is 
very destructive to leather which has 
been oak-tanned because the fibres con- 
taining oils and fats become brittle when 
these are dried out. The time necessary 
to damage leather decreases rapidly with 
increase of temperature. When wet, 
leather should be dressed with neatsfoot 
oil, cod oil or special leather dressing and 
allowed to dry very slowly at moderate 
temperatures, preferably 60° F. 


Lighting Fixtures: Lighting fixtures are 
susceptible to breakage and to injury by 
debris and by water dripping from above. 
In displays, lighting fixtures are found 
hanging in large numbers from the ceil- 
ing. It is practically impossible to protect 
displays of suspended lighting fixtures. 
Frequently fixtures are hung from a false 
ceiling or deck at the level of the ordi- 
nary living-room ceiling to display the 
figures more effectively and to facilitate 
wiring. Such false ceilings should be of 
strong construction and watertight. Exhi- 
bition of a large number of fixtures hang- 
ing from ceilings should be discouraged. 

Acknowledgment: This and following 
chapters are adapted from “The Stand- 
ards for Salvaging Operations,’ May 
1954, NFPA, 


Arsonist Hunted In Albany 


Fire and police officials are searching 
for an arsonist in the Albany, N. Y., area. 
On April 30, fire destroyed or damaged 
six buildings in the abandoned West Al- 
bany shop of the New York Central Rail- 
road. The fire was in the same area as an- 
other blaze on April 28 that destroyed a 
building of the huge shop. 

Fire Chief Michael J. Fleming said the 
latest fire was “definitely a touchoff.” 


for JULY, 1957 


EMERGENCY 
POWER 


when you need it with a 


— K OWER 
PORTABLE ELECTRIC PLANT | 


Operates smoke ejec- WITH CARRYING HANDLES 


tors, flood lights, 
pumps and radio dur- # ; = f}) 
ing fire emergencies. | ra, 
Livescanbesavedwhen |} : 

you are equiped with 
Portable Electric 
Power. Also perma- 
nent station installa- 
tions with automatic 
line transfer controls 
which automatically 
cuts in stand-by power , 

during failure or disas- OTHER MODELS UP TO 100 KW 


ter. Investigate now— 

write for full informa- WINPOWER 

tion, illustrated fold- MFG. CO. 4 
Dept. G-117, Newton, lowa 














ers and prices. 


BY 


CAIRNS 
















IN REGULATION 
LEATHER, and 
ALUMINUM, DROP BRIM 
FLINT-FLEX STYLES 






SINCE 1836 


We can supply, in addition, everything the fireman needs for 
his personal equipment. Write for Catalog 351 







CAIRNS & BRO., Inc. — Allwood, Clifton, N. J. 
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not even a 
HOT FOOT! 


. » . just comfortable. At a recent test 
at a world leading Petroleum Producer 
and Refiner Proving station Fyrepel 
fibre glass aluminum coated fire fight- 
ing suits proved best by test—in tem- 
peratures over 1700° Fahrenheit. For 
repair work in heat areas, 
suit will eliminate costly 
down time and allow work- 
ers and repairmen to work 
in comfortable safety in 
temperatures 1700° and 
over—while temperature in- 
side suit remains at slightly 
above normal body heat. 
Many varieties of garments 
are available. 


This lightweight (9# 1 oz.) 
Proximity suit allows men 
to stand up to heat for ex- 
tended periods and actually 
wade in spill-fires. Wide 
vision helmet provides 
maximum safety and ma- 
neuverability. Addition of 
neoprene lining makes it 
waterproof and provides ef- 
fective vapor barrier. 

FYREPEL is the only fab- 
ricator of aluminized glass 
cloth. you have a spe- 
cific problem? Our Engi- 
neers would like to hear 
about it. Write, wire or 
phone. 


Poe 
FYREPEL PRODUCTS INC. 


P.O. BOX 503, NEWARK, O. 
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rshort cuts and gadgets 





Fire District Designs New Fire Alarm Machine 





Newly designed electronic alarm system is mounted on wall of fire station above alarm 
desk. The recently installed machine replaces the original equipment which gave excellent 
service for many years—Photo by Leon D. Ardelean 


The Montgomery and Countryside Fire 
Protection District of Montgomery, IIl., 
recently designed and installed a new 
automatic fire alarm device to replace 
their original equipment (described in 
June 1951 and August 1956 Fie EncI- 
NEERING ). This was necessary in order to 
keep pace with the ever expanding and 
increasing responsibility of the depart- 
ment. 

The system operates with all circuits 
normally closed and protected with fuses 
and is completely automatic in every 
respect. In normal operation it can re- 
ceive eight calls simultaneously and 
register the location of each call. It can 
receive 36 calls each 30 seconds apart 
and register the individual call in se- 
quence, At the same time it stamps the 
date and time the call is received. The 
device does more than all this—it opens 


the three station doors, turns on all sta- 
tion lights and closes the power switch 
for the radio transmitter. 

In conjunction with the apparatus is 
a Conelrad monitor receiver for Civil 
Defense. If an attack warning is received, 
the siren blows a special code but the 
lights remain off and the station doors 
closed. 

The entire system is remotely con- 
trolled by the alarm dispatcher or can be 
activated by street boxes or automatic 
factory boxes. Failure in any part is an- 
nounced both audibly and visually. Loss 
of one of the three phases of the 220 
volts AC supplying the siren results in an 
alarm every 30 seconds until the fault is 
corrected. The same applies to the 110 
volts AC or the 24 volts DC which is 
supplied from the batteries. 

Chief C. M. Gaylord 


The Charge of the Squirt Brigade 


This unusual item seems to fall legiti- 
mately under the “Short Cuts” category. 
The benches in the small park at the cen- 
ter of Westfield, Mass., are occupied day 
after day by the same people, waiting 
for something to happen. One afternoon 
while a car was halted at a traffic light, 
the driver suddenly jumped out and 
hauled out the seat. Sparks and smoke 
rose from under it. 

A cop ran to the fire alarm, and a 
small boy took instant action. He raced 
to a nearby drinking fountain, filled his 
mouth with water, ran to the car and 
squirted it on the fire. As he hurried back 





for a refill, a great light dawned on the 
citizens on the benches. They all joined 
the “squirt brigade” and the blaze was 
out by the time the first engine arrived. 


Chief Miller for the square hole! 


Fire Chief William L. Miller of Los 
Angeles Fire Department has his own 
idea about speeding up transmitting of 
telephone alarms. “All telephones,” he 
opines, “should be equipped with one 
square hole for dialing in case of emer- 
gency.” 
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FIRE SERVICE DAY 


Continued from page 614 


The second part of this demonstration 
featured a high pressure gasoline trans- 
mission line break near a close-off valve. 
The fire fighters advanced into this fire 
forcing it away from them until the line 
could be shut down at the valve. 

At 2:30 p.m., a mockup of a typical 
gasoline tank truck was used in a dem- 
onstration with three different fire situa- 
tions being controlled: 

1. A dome vent fire 

2. A tank that was being filled was per- 
mitted to overflow and ignite 

3. A truck tank that had the shut-off 
valve broken off and the tank on fire. 

This operation featured a teamwork 

advance on the fire forcing it away 

from the break until it was plugged by 
hand. 

From 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., a public 
open house was held at headquarters. All 
fire fighting equipment was displayed and 
demonstrated including displays by the 
Hawthorne Naval Reserve. 

A continuous film program was shown 
during these hours. These films high- 
lighted the fire prevention educational 
program currently being presented. 

Following conducted tours through the 
station, refreshments were served. 


Consensus—‘‘Well worth while”’ 


According to verbal reports, open 
house, equipment demonstrations and in- 
terviews for feature stories by the press 
were the major types’ of celebration in 
most areas on Fire Service Day. Dinners, 
speeches and other public gatherings 
were held in some locales. 

In a letter to Los Angeles Fire Chief 
Miller, J. L. Stevenson of the Stockton 
Fire Department said, “In my opinion, 
the entire program was well worth while.” 

In another such communication Chief 
Hugh F. Morris of San Mateo stated: 
“I am completing 38 years in the fire 
service this year, and to me, Fire Service 
Day is the greatest achievement that has 
been accomplished in recognition of the 
service that our organization stands for.” 

Better organized programs and activi- 
ties, more extensive celebrations such as 
parades or fire department “rodeos” held 
in outdoor public coliseums and _ fields 
and an even greater response by the 
public are not impossible for future May 
4ths. After the successful experimental 
stage comes the improvement of the 
product. 

Chief William Miller in Los Angeles 
expresses the hope that “what started out 
to be more or less local effort to gain 
the goodwill and cooperation of the pub- 
lic with fire services might one day be 
carried out on a national basis for the 
mutual benefit of all fire departments 
and citizens in the United States. OD 


The editors wish to acknowledge the 
help of Chief W. L. Miller, Los Angeles; 
Lee Zitko, Public Relations, Los Angeles 
Fire Department; Chief J. L. Stevenson, 
Stockton, and Chief Joy West, Haw- 
thorne, in the preparation of this article. 


for JULY, 1957 











MUELLER 


FIRE HYDRANTS 


AWWA 
IMPROVED 


moisture. 


boxes and glands. 


Compression-type 


pressure — assures 
positive shut-offs. 


l See your Mueller 

Representative or 
write direct for com. 
plete information 





MUELLER CO. / 


Factories at: Decatur, Chattanooga, Los Angeles; 
in Canada: Mueller, Limited, Sarnia, Ontario 


Dry top design keeps 
threads and bearing 
surfaces away from 


“O" ring seals around 
stem eliminate main- 
tenance of stuffing 


main valve closes with 


~. 


Bronze weather cap 
assures easy opera- 
tion in any weather. 


























Self-oiling reservoir 
automatically lubricates 
stem threads when 
hydrant is operated. 


Safety stem coupling 
and flange prevent 
iJ damage to stem and 
» barrel by traffic 
collision. 


Double drain valves 
automatically flushed 
when valve is opened 
—a positive drain. 
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Model 25P36 








Fairbanks-Morse Generators ... dependable 
when your life may be at stake! 


When you must have light and 
power to do your job with max- 
imum personal safety, it will be 
good to know that a dependable 
Fairbanks-Morse generating set 
is on the job with you! These 
high quality generators are avail- 
able in capacities from 400 watts 
to 125 kw’s. Our most popular 


portable model is the 25P36, a 
2600 watt unit that weighs only 
140 lb.! Just the thing for emer- 
gency trucks. Can supply power 
for floodlights and power tools 
when no other source of power 
is available. Send for free catalog. 
Write Fairbanks, Morse & Co., 
Chicago 5, Illinois. 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE 


@ name worth remembering when you want the BEST 





GENERATING SETS ¢ WATER SYSTEMS » MOWERS ¢ MAGNETOS 
PUMPS © MOTORS « SCALES ¢ DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES AND ENGINES 





651 














 GROPES! = 
GRABS! ~~ 
CUTS! 


IN SMOKE 
AND DARKNESS! © 


No Wonder the 





with SEARCH HOOK 

—is Ist Choice of 
Most Fire 
Departments! 


Yes — the groping hook of 
the famous PORTER FIRE- 
MAN'S CUTTER guides | 
smoke-hidden “live” wires into | 
the center cut cutting jaws, 
when time can mean lives and 
property saved. Other great 
features include hot-molded, 
special semi-hard rubber (Co- 
hardite) insulation for handles, 
giving tough resistance to 
oxidation and chemicals, and 
high dielectric strength. Each 
tool factory tested to 20,000 
volts. Two sizes — 5/16" and 
¥" wire capacities. 

OTHER PORTER 
FIREFIGHTER TOOLS 


“FORCIBLE ENTRY” 

HEAVY DUTY CUTTERS 

Here is a rugged hard metal cutter 
that fire departments = upon 
for cutting their way through tough 
barriers, like padlocks, steel grilles 
and other heavy metals. Hard 
tempered, center cut, round-cut- 
ting-edge jaws make these ‘'for- 
cible entries" easy. Cutting capac- 
ities up to %"’. 


LINKMASTER 


—Tire Chain Repair Tool | 
Cuts time of chain repairs to a | 
| 


























minimum. Opens and closes links in 
seconds, with powerful alloy steel, 
drop-forged, heat-treated jaws. No 
lugging chains to workbench — just 
spread on floor, and work standin 
up. Handles links up to 13/32 
diam. 

HAVE YOU ‘'DISCOVERED'' THE 
PORTER POLE PRUNER — for EMER- 
GENCY CUTTING OF WIRES AND TREE 
BRANCHES. 

When you write for literature on the PORTER 
FIREMAN'S CUTTER and other tools shown 
above, ask us to send data on the PORTER 
RJ3 — 16 FOOT POLE PRUNER, which is 
becoming the firefighter's preferred tool for 
nareto-rench, emergency wire and tree limb 
cutting. 
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PORTER, 
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Somerville 43, Mass. 
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" Qiocstions and Daisewors 


wherein are answered questions relating to current problems in the fire protection 
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Higbee Cut on Hose 
Threads 


To the Editor: 
What is the Higbee Cut on fire hose 
threads?—R. H. 


Answer: The Higbee Cut is a cut 
through the full thread of the starting 
end of a screw thread. It removes the 
feather edge at the start and cuts the 
thread back from the face end of the 
coupling so there will be a pilot of the 
proper length on the starting end of the 
external and internal threads. This per- 


| mits easy entry and alignment. 


The Higbee Cut or “blunt start” al- 
lows the threads to be started easily 
and prevents cross threading. In addi- 


| tion, the blunt end helps to clean out 
| any dirt or grit that may get in the 
| threads, It will push the dirt ahead of it 


as the couplings are screwed together 
whereas the feather edge threads start 
out small and thin and gradually increase 
in width and height. If dirt collects in 
the feather edge type and the couplings 
are screwed together, there is a tendency 
to wedge the foreign matter between the 
threads preventing the coupling from be- 
ing tightened, 

By having the feather edge cut back 
for the Higbee Cut the chances of dam- 
aging the thread lead by accidental 
bumping of the coupling is reduced. 


All screw threads for fire hose coup- 
lings should be terminated in the Higbee 
Cut. To be sure of this, the coupling 
specifications should use the wording as 
set forth in NFPA Pamphlet No. 194 
“Standard for Fire Hose Coupling Screw 
Threads,” Page 194-4, “The outer ends 
of all fire hose external and internal 
threads shall be terminated by the Hig- 
bee Cut on full thread to avoid crossing 
and mutilation of thread.” 


Fire Spread in Buildings 


To the Editor: 

All other conditions being the same, 
a fire in a wooden structure will spread 
most rapidly during (a) cold, dry win- 
ter weather; (b) cold, damp _ winter 
weather; (c) hot, dry summer weather; 
(d) hot, damp summer weather. 

B. D. 


Answer: We believe that (c) would be 
the most correct answer. We base our 
reasoning on the fact that the burning 
rate of wood depends partly on the 
moisture content. It is also true that warm 
air can assimilate more moisture than 
cold air. Therefore on a warm, dry day, 
the moisture content of the wood may 
be decreased by evaporation affording 
ideal conditions for rapid flame spread. 
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New stretcher makes any 
vehicle an emergency ambulance 


Here’s another use for the versatile new Hag- 
gard’s all-purpose stretcher kit. No matter 
what type of stretcher you now have, you 
have need for the new Haggard. It does all 
the things any stretcher can do, plus many 
more. It is a complete unit ready for instant 
use anywhere. It is so compact that it fits 
into a car trunk. Lightweight, only 28% 
pounds complete with case, blanket, first aid 
supplies, and accessories. It’s such a totally 
new concept in utility, versatility and prac. 
ticality that you should investigate it at once. 
See how easy it is to store, transport, and put 
to use. See all the advanced, needed features 
that make it a combination litter, fracture 
board, traction splint, and resuscitator. Com- 
pact, convenient, complete. Ask your MSco 
distributor for a demonstration or write Med- 
ical Supply Company, Rockford, Illinois. In 
Canada, Safety Supply Company, Toronto 2, 








‘*‘MORSE’’ 


SHUT-OFF NOZZLE 
and PLAYPIPE 


COMBINATION 








The 
W orld's 
Finest 


Fig. 156 


F. N. MCINTIRE BRASS WORKS 


377 Putnam Ave., Cambridge 39, Mass. 
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New York Chiefs 
Annual Meeting 


The 5lst Annual Conference of the 
New York State Association of Fire 
Chiefs was held in the Mark Twain Ho- 
tel, Elmira, N. Y., on June 9 through 
12. Convention Chairman Chief Otto 
Friske, Mylan, and Host Chief Louis J. 
Mosher, provided a full schedule of ed- 
ucational and entertainment events for 
the 400 registrants, highlights of which 
were trips through the American La- 
France and Ward LaFrance factories. 

The meeting was topped off by the 
annual banquet at which B. Richter 
Townsend, secretary-manager of the In- 
ternational Association of Fire Chiefs 
was toastmaster. Harold J. Burke, general 
manager of Pyrotronics Division, Baker 
Industries, Inc., and former chief of the 
New York Fire Department, was princi- 
pal speaker. 

Onticers elected for the coming year 
are: Chief Edward J. MacDonald, 
White Plains, president; Chief George 
H. Fornoff, Kenmore, first vice-president; 
Assistant Fire Marshal Peter E. Lynch, 
Nassau County, second vice-president. 
Past President Howard B. Harrington, 
Baldwinsville, was added to the board of 
directors, as well as Chief Charles Dor- 
man, Jamestown; Chief Monty Lass, Os- 
wego; and Chief Gil Jenkins, Caledonia. 
Former Chief Ward A. Bohner, Water- 
ville, was re-elected secretary-treasurer. 


N. Y. Coordinators 
Conference 


County fire coordinators of New York 
State held their annual conference at the 
Hotel Hamilton, Utica, N. Y., on April 
29 and 30. The conference voted to affili- 
ate with and hold their next annual meet- 
ing in conjunction with the County Offi- 
cers Association. Officers elected by the 
coordinators include: Chief Otto E. 
Friskie, Dutchess, president; Chief Wil- 
fred L. Parsons, Cortland, vice-president. 


New York Awards Medals 


Mayor Robert F, Wagner presented 24 
New York firemen with medals for hero- 
ism during 1956 at a ceremony held on 
June 18 at City Hall Plaza. The next of 
kin of 13 other heroes who died in the 
line of duty also received medals which 
were awarded posthumously to the de- 
ceased firemen. In addition to the 
medals, two cash awards of $500 each 
were bestowed. 

Otto H. Knochenhauer, Deputy Chief 
in Charge, Fire College, one of the cash 
award recipients, was honored for his 
accomplishments in the training of all 
members assigned for instruction at the 
fire college. He was commended for cre- 
ating the department’s Radiological Unit. 

Richard A. Denahan, Deputy Chief in 
Charge, Bureau of Personnel and Admin- 
istration, Uniformed Force, was awarded 
the Administration Medal in recognition 
of his outstanding ability in administering 
the bureau. 














A FOG CURTAIN! 





Above is an actual photo of fog pattern 
of the JAVELIN NOZZLE so effective for 
fighting aircraft, auto, partition wall, 


coal pile, cotton bale, and cellar type 
fires wherever forceful entry is required. 
Every department needs one! Order to- 


day or write for complete details: 





DEALERS—Valuable 
sales territories open— 
write for details! 











JAVELIN TOOL & SUPPLY CO. 


918 G. DANIEL BALDWIN BUILDING, ERIE, PA. 








HIGHEST QUALITY 


ARMY DUCK 


WATER REPELLENT FINISH 
BLACK OR WHITE 






* 
Lined with Rubberized 
Flannel 
F 
Ne. 50 liters 
Available 








See Your Local Dealer or Write 


MORNING PRIDE MFG. CO. 


1986 HOME AVE., DAYTON 7, OHIO 

















BADGES 
of authority 





DESIGNED WITH DISTINCTION 
EXECUTED IN METALS OF 
TIMELESS BEAUTY...WORN 
WITH HONOR AND RESPECT 

Descriptive catalog free on request 


Everson-Ross 


88 CHAMBERS STREET 
NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 











FIREMEN’S UNIFORMS 
and 


ACCESSORIES 





Uniforms tailored 
from the new 
DuPont Dacron 
blended materials 















RUSSELL 
UNIFORM 


Company 
NEW YORK 











RUSSELL UNIFORM CO. 
192 Lexington Ave., 
New York 16, N. Y. 
Please send free information as checked 
below. 
(C) Cirevlar of firemen's uniforms and 
equipment 
(J Samples of all wool 
and measurement forms 
(J Samples of Dacron blended ma- 


materials 
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— the round table 


discussion of current fire department and fire management problems 











Ladders on Pumpers 


| 
| THIS IS THE SECOND installment 
| of the Round Table on placement of 
| ladders on pumpers. 
| The generous response from our 
| readers makes it necessary to carry the 
| discussion over to the August issue. 
| The editors will welcome any addi- 
| tional comments on the subject. Ad- 
dress replies to Round Table Editor, 
| Fme EncINEERING, 305 East 45th 
| Street, New York 17, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Subject 
| Edward J. Blohm, Chief, Detroit, 

Mich.: We carry ladders on all pumpers. 
| Some are side ladders and some are car- 
| ried on the inside of pumpers, varying 
| with specific construction and age. 
| Both wood and metal ladders are used, 
| depending upon which type was specified 

when the apparatus was ordered. Ordi- 
| narily one 20-foot extension-type ladder 
and one 14-foot roof ladder is provided. 
However, they vary somewhat depending 
upon apparatus in lengths. 

We find this practice to be advantage- 
ous in the following instances: 

1. Single engine companies requiring 
the use of small ladders in exceptional 
circumstances. 

2. Emergency rescue and/or emer- 
gency ladder requirements prior to arrival 
of a ladder company. 

3. Emergencies encountered while en- 
route from an alarm to fire company 
quarters requiring immediate utilization 
of ladders. 


Vv. C. Brightman, Chief, Kingston, 
Ont.: We carry a 14-foot roof ladder; 16, 
35 and 40-foot extension ladders and a 
19-foot collapsible ladder on our pump- 
ers. These are metal. 

With this practice, rescue operations, 
ladder raising and hose laying can all be 
done by the same crew. 


G. L. Nalley, Chief, Little Rock, Ark.: 
We carry one 28-foot extension ladder 
and one 14-foot roof ladder as side lad- 
ders on our pumpers. They are of wood. 

If the pumper runs to a fire and finds 
a small fire on the roof, they can get to 
the seat of the fire more quickly by hav- 
ing the ladders with them. Also, it will 
release the pumpers sooner from the fire 
to return to the station. 


R. E. Pare, Chief, Montreal, Que.: We 
carry side ladders on our pumpers. These 
consist of one 18-foot wooden extension 
ladder and a 12-foot wooden roof ladder 
with hooks. 





Due to their length, these ladders are 


very convenient for inside work, ship 
hold fires, and any fire where buildings 


are low. They are also handy for climb- § 


ing over fences. 

When a pumper is first on the scene 
of a fire, its crew is in a position to get 
to work immediately if ladders are re- 
quired. Without ladders, the pumper 
crew would have to wait for the ladder 
truck and waste valuable time. 

At the end of a fire, when only short 
ladders are required for overhauling oper- 
ations, it is not necessary to keep a lad- 
der truck on the scene. 

Our services are often required outside 
the city limits in communities having no 
hydrants. This means that we must get 
our water supply from lakes, rivers, 
ponds, brooks, etc. These ladders have 
proven their convenience in setting up 
pumping operations, especially when the 
edge is steep. Moreover, buildings in 
these communities are generally low and 
it saves us from having to dispatch a 
ladder truck. 


Steve Taylor, Chief, Boise, Ida.: All 
first-line 750 and 1,000-gpm pumpers 
are equipped with 35-foot metal ladders. 

The advantage we find in so equipping 
our pumpers with ladders is that they can 
operate as a single unit, if necessary, in 
areas of low building structure without 
the aid of an aerial. Also in a city of our 
size, we find them very convenient and 
necessary at times when used in con- 
junction with aerials. 


J. C. Evans, Chief, Greenwood, Miss.: 


,We carry metal side ladders in the fol- 


lowing sizes: 10-foot, 12-foot, 24-foot and 
28-foot. 

We find that these ladders are carried 
easily, are easy to get off and on and 
they don’t interfere with other equip- 
ment. We don’t have ladder trucks. 


Joseph Schuh, Assistant Fire Chief, 
Peoria, Ill.: All new equipment is being 
equipped with metal ladders. The older 





THIS MONTH'S QUESTIONS 

Do you carry side ladders on 
your pumpers? 

If you do, what type (wood or 
metal) and what sizes? 

What advantages do you find 
in so equipping your pumpers? 

If you do not carry any lad- 
ders on pumpers, what are your 
reasons for not doing so? 
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pumpers have wood. Twelve-foot roof 
ladders and 24-foot extension ladders are 
carried. 

During the peak of the dry season and 
during severe electrical storms, radio- 
equipped pumpers are dispatched singu- 
larly, thereby utilizing side-mounted lad- 
ders. These pumpers are also used quite 
extensively in residential areas. In fires 
of major involvement, pumpers are left 
on stand-by, making frequent use of side- 
mounted ladders. 


Max Wiggens, Chief, East Point, Ga.: 
We carry most of our ladders (alumi- 
num) overhead on pumpers. These in- 
clude a 32-foot, a 36-foot, a 40-foot and 
a 20-foot roof ladder. 

The advantage of such a practice is 
that you have a ladder when it is needed. 

I can’t understand how even a pump 
company can operate without some lad- 
ders. 





Clifford Carpenter, Chief, Fort Collins, | 


Colo.: On each pumper we carry one 
24-foot aluminum extension and one 12- 
foot roof ladder. We find that ladders 
on pumpers have many uses, and not only 
for ordinary fire usage. They should be 


required in a small town or city. In the | 


event of responding on mutual aid to a | 


fire in a neighboring town and the possi- 
bility ot thread sizes being ditterent, lad- 
ders and a salvage cover make an excel- 
lent sump. In the event of a large fire 


all ladders are needed either for rescue | 


operations or for fire fighting. 

B. P. Lemieux, Chief, Calgary, Alta.: 
All pumpers are equipped with a 16-foot 
roof ladder and a 24-foot extension lad- 
der. These are metal. 

They are used by pumper crews in get- 
ting lines to roof or second-story build- 


ings. In rescue operations, they are used | 


by crews to get into excavations, etc. | 


They are in more actual use than ladders 
from service ladder trucks. 


Arnold W. Phillips, Chief, Indianapo- 
lis, Ind.: We carry side ladders on only 
four of our engines, those assigned to 


protection of the outlying areas to which | 
no ladder trucks are dispatched. In many | 
cases these township engines are the only | 


unit at a fire, and ladders are essential 
equipment, 

These ladders include; One 20-foot ex- 
tension, one 12-foot hook and one 10-foot 
aluminum folding ladder. The extension 
and hook ladders are of wood. A 10-foot 
folding ladder is carried on all engines. 

Our reason for not equipping engines 
with ladders in the city proper is that we 


have 17 truck companies (10 service | 


trucks and seven aerial trucks) which 
give complete ladder coverage in all sec- 
tions of the city. 


Roy Conner, Chief, Knoxville, Tenn.: 


Side ladders have been standard equip- | 


ment on our pumpers since motorization 
in 1917. 

We use aluminum ladders in the fol- 
lowing sizes: 24-foot extension, 14-foot 
hook, 12-foot extension-attic. 

Aluminum (duralumin) ladders are 
stronger, lighter and do not deteriorate 
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WORK FOR YOU-FZZ-FZ°HPZF 


These 3 HALE Centrifugal Portable Pump- 
| ing Units can give you the range of volumes 
and the pressure you need for a wide variety 


of fires. 


All three “Workhorse” units are conven- 
iently portable by two men; can be easily 
| mounted or carried on any type of appara- 
tus or truck for fighting fires while in mo- 
tion from booster tank; often used to pump 
from inaccessible water source into major 
pumper, or to fight fires direct through long 
| lines of hose. 


U. S. Gallons Disch. Press. 
Per Minute Lbs. Per Sq. In. 
*FZZ 60 90 
100 70 
FZ 50 60 
300 10 
HPZF 15 200 
(Pictured 45 100 


at top) 
*FZZ now has NEW—® Ball-Type Discharge 
Valve—® Improved Priming 


Write today for circulars. Ask 
for a Demonstration; no obligation. 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


C_-nshohocken, Pa. 








BOOKS 


For the Modern 
Fire Fighter .. . 





Recognized by the 
Fire Service as Standard 


Promotional Study Course 
for Firemen—$3.00 


Fire Service Hydraulics—$3.00 
Fire Service Ladders—$2.00 


Fire Service Rescue Manual—$1.25 


(The Above Prices 
Are All Postpaid) 


Book Department 
FIRE ENGINEERING 


305 East 45th Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 





















The JANESVILLE 
LABEL in your turn 
out suit stands for 
protection, comfort 
and lasting service. 
Each garment re- 
ceives the personal 
attention of our 
entire force and 
ALL of the ma- 
terials used in our 
products are se- 
lected on the basis 
of quality. 


... and there’s no substitute for quality! 


Dancouitle APPAREL CO 























CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Rate $10 per column inch, less 10% for three or more consecutive in- 
sertions. Closing date for copy, 25th of month preceding date of issue. 
Address Fire ENGINEERING, 305 East 45th Street, New York 17, N. Y. 




























FOR SALE 





43 veer? ag wl = High Pressure Unit—Hardie 
Pump—400’ Booster Line 2 Reeis—Front & Rear 
Directional Signs mais—350 ‘wnenee Tank—Siren & 
Red Lights. $1700 or Offer. 


200’ "A" Cable—Front & Rear Directional Sig- 
als en & Red Lights—Front Mounted Spot- 
ights—500 Gallon Tank—200’ Booster Hose on 
Reel in Rear—i0’ & 1242’ pO uard Suction—New 
Rebuilt Motor—This ruck is Outstanding for 
Grass Fires—$3500 or O 


CHIEF EDWIN A. GREER 
North Coastside Fire Protection District 
Box 207 
Sharp Park, California 































PART TIME SALESMEN WANTED 


Sell the finest fire alarm systems for homes or 
commercial places in your spare time. The de- 
mand for alarm systems is tremendous today. 
For profit facts and product information 
write today. 
FIRE-LITE ALARMS, INC. 

192F Fulton Terrace 

New Haven 2, Conn. 


! FIRE HOSE SALE ! 


1'/_"x50’ 4 CRL fire hose, un- 





but soiled .. . $ .26 ft. epid. 

244"x50’ ry) co fire hose, 
used but soiled ........ 1$ -40 ft. epld. 

UNUSED & CLEAN FACTORY PACKED 
GUARANTEED PERFECT 

1%4""x50’ SJ CRL fire hose ...... $ .40 ft. cpld. 
24 "x10" hard , suction hose..... 14.50 Ig. cpid. 
1”x50’ Booster - 30 ft. epid. 


” or Fe 
4”xi6’ os ‘ soft mage te 
w. 


Yo", opigs. & 
long handle female -.+- $6.50 Ig. cpld. 
Merhasion foam playpi: 
Phomaire, 


co ns, 
1"x12”" Plain hose nozzles, 
rass, 
2'/"x15" Plain hose nozzles, 
1%" Fog 


ozzies, brass 
position, leading brands, 
2, eRe 29.50 ea. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
ANY THREAD COUPLING CAN BE 
SUPPLIED ON HOSE LISTED 


TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO. 


WANTED 
Old serviceable fire truck for parade and light 
use. Maximum price $500. 


WwW. WIEHL 
Greens Farms, Conn. 








POSITION OR DEALERSHIP WANTED 


IN FIRE EQUIPMENT 
South or Southwest U.S.A. Established or not 
established. Well qualified in sales and service 
an ing new concern. Young and ambitious. 
Will sell same est. business in Northeast 
U.S.A. before Dec. t 1957. 


x 350 
FIRE ENGINEERING 
305 East 45th St. 
New York 17, N. Y 








STEAMERS! 


Set of 6 different Amoskeag Steamers on heavy 
8x10 paper suitable for framing. Reproduced 
by photography from original engravings. Real 

collector’s items. Send for full description. All 
six for $5 PPD. 














FOR SALE 


1937 6 Cyl. Mack Model 75, 750 Gallon Pumper 
— aan, Not Equipped. For information 
centact: 







CHIEF J. H. LYNCH 
Fire Department 
Hastings-on-Hudson 6, N. Y. 


hose has open territories in indiana, uthwest 
Ohio, Eastern Kentucky, E. Tennessee and Ala- 
bama. Write giving full information including 
present lines, territ eee. 
FIRE ENGINEERING 
305 East 45th St. 
New York 17, New York 





104 WEST JOPPA ROAD FIRE BUFF 
BALTIMORE 4, MD. Box 14A 
Phone VAlley 3-1672 Pelham, N. Y. 
FIRE EQUIPMENT SALESMEN 
ATTENTION 
Nationally known manufacturer of top quality AUTO PLATES 































ANTIQUE FIRE APPARATUS 
DEPICTED IN COLOR ON HEAVY 
ABSORBENT COASTERS 


Series of 4 different Assortment of 2 
pny ig WHAPPED i. 00 Ppd. 2 dozen 

ad, pd. We will TK} your name or 
organi tion FREE in lots of 6 gross or more. 


5 orm, tone 10s a) gre, Gn a. Perfect 
-— Banquet or Co ion. Two 
| ~ ifully Tamed oo 3% x 4 Fire 
Miniatures $3.00 

PRICES AND lel OF OUR MATCH- 
ING COCKTAIL NAPKINS ON REQUEST. 


HOBBY MATS 
Box 145 Dept. F 
Balsam Lake, Wisc. 





RECHROME and rebuild 
Your old sirens. Guaranteed work done. Rea- 
sonable rates. 
Convert 
your six volt sirens to twelve volts. 


Trade your old 


sirens In on Leading brands of new sirens, and 
Beacon Ray Lights. 
For Information write: 


EDWIN R. JENNY 
2024 Heitman Street 
Fort Myers, Fla. 





Direct from manufacturer 
Top quality identification plates at low cost. 
Write for Circular 
ATCHESON BROS. 
60 Main St. Cortiand, N. Y. 














SITUATION WANTED 
Sige ee Fireman, age 43, peed physical 
20 yrs. ey = pe high value 
district of large city. as officer ] =; 
gine & ladder cos. also roy supervisor aS 
—— positions. Diplomas from City Fire 
and U. S. Navy in Damage Control. Fully 
qualified in all phases of fire work and appara- 
tus operation, dispatcher and alarm eperator. 
Desires to relocate in prof. fire dept. or semi- 
paid dept. = jOHN J. LYNCH 
230 So. 56th St. Philadelphia 39, Pa. 




















ADVERTISING 
on this page 


BRINGS RESULTS 





21,” FIRE HOSE SALE 
SPECIAL OFFER 
Unused, clean, factory packed 2'/.”x50’ SJ CRL 
fire hose, omne brands, guaranteed perfect, 
tested to 300 | 


ONLY $.55 Ft. cplid. 


TOWSON HOSE & RUBBER CO. 
104 WEST JOPPA ROAD 
BALTIMORE 4, MD. 
Phone VAliey 3-1672 


















from constant wetting. Wooden ladders 
need constant repairing (scraping, sand- 
ing, and varnishing) and are damaged 
more easily. 

Ladders on pumpers make just that 
many more available at fires. Our pump- 
ers usually precede the truck companies 
and are able to locate closer to the fire. 
When a fireman thinks of getting a lad- 
der, he thinks first of the one on his 
apparatus. He is trained to make use of 
all the equipment on his apparatus. 






T. G. Lennon, Chief, Saskatoon, Sask.: 
We carry side ladders on our pumpers. 
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These include a 24-foot aluminum exten- 
sion ladder, a 12-foot aluminum roof lad- 
der and a 10-foot collapsible wooden 
ladder. 

In many cases a pumper is sent by it- 
self to residential areas on “still” alarms. 
The ladders are necessary, as one can 
never determine the nature of an alarm 
until the apparatus arrives. I believe that 
all fire apparatus should carry the above 
mentioned ladders for all emergencies, 


John Tobar, Chief, Austin, Minn.: We 
carry side ladders on pumpers, On two 
of our three pumpers we carry a 12-foot 






aluminum roof ladder and a 30-foot 
three-section aluminum extension ladder. 
On all three we carry a two-section 10- 
foot wooden attic ladder. These are nar- 
row ladders and are handy in making 
entry openings in attics. 

We find carrying ladders on our pump- 
ers to be very advantageous, as we have 
only one ladder truck. We are able to 
conduct inspections or answer emergen- 
cies with only a pumper and yet have 
ladders readily available. 

We operate a rural truck which 
equipped with a 30-foot three-section 
aluminum extension ladder, a 14-foot 
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BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 





WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
SIREN BOOTS 


We have been supplying FIREMEN’S 
CLOTHING for over 36 years. 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing— 


BODY - GUARD 


MANUFACTURING CO. 
ST. JOSEPH - - - - MISSOURI 





The Fireman’s Choice - 


Powertil Light 


When he needs it—where he needs it 


PORTABLE ELECTRIC HAND LAMPS 



















Model 700-A 
2000-foot 
beam 


Most powerful, 
heavy-duty hand 
lamp of its size. Ad- 
justable 6-inch head. 
Operates on four 
standard No. 6 dry 
cells. 


Model 211 
1500-foot 
beam 
Popular price, 
light weight, 
easy to carry. Ad- 
justable 5-inch head. 
Holds two standard 
6-volt lantern bat- 
teries. Operates on 
one; other is a spare. 
Write for folder on te ink ion on these and 
other Big Beam poe and storage-battery —— 
U-C LITE MANUFACTURING CO: 
1041 West Hubbard St., vin So td 22, Illinois 
ves Canada: Bernard Marks & td., 
0 Claremont St., Toronto 8, 
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aluminum roof ladder and a _ 10-foot 
aluminum folding ladder. 


Frank Briers, Chief, Victoria, B. C.: 
We carry 32-foot extension ladders of 
both wood and metal, 16-foot metal roof 
ladders and 18-foot wood roof ladders. 

One pumper responds to chimney fires, 
etc. The ladders it carries are sufficient in 
answering this type of fire. In addition, 
the small ladders are helpful at larger 
fires. 


E. M. Charters, Deputy Chief, Hamil- 
ton, Ont.: We carry a 12-foot roof ladder 
and a 24-foot extension ladder on all 
pumpers. These are side ladders and are 
of metal. 

We recently made a rescue from a sec- 
ond-story window before the arrival of 
the ladder truck. They are a great ad- 
vantage on one-rig response. 


Adolph Treder, Chief, Bell, Cal.: We 
carry one wood and one aluminum lad- 
der on pumpers. These are 14-foot and 
20-foot extension ladders. 

We have no ladder trucks and this is 
our only means of getting ladders to the 
scene of a fire. 


F. R. Dimond, Chief, Hutchinson, 
Kans.: We carry a 24-foot extension and 
a 14-foot roof ladder on our pumpers. 
These are metal. We find it very con- 
venient to carry ladders on our pumpers. 


W. A. Dunham, Chief, Spokane, 
Wash.: In most cases, we carry side lad- 
ders on our pumpers. These are of wood 
and include a 24-foot extension ladder, 
a 14-foot roof ladder and a 14-foot baby 
extension ladder. 

This practice provides ladders for im- 
mediate uses in cases where ladder com- 
panies are required to travel considerable 
distances. In many cases, it saves calling 
truck companies. We also receive credit 
from the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers. 


G. W. Burdine, Chief, Rapid City, 


. §. D.: We carry both wood and metal 


side ladders on our pumpers in the fol- 
lowing sizes: 24-foot extension, 12-foot 
roof and 10-foot folding attic. 

We do not have a ladder service com- 
pany and would have to run the aerial 
to a rescue if we did not carry ladders 
on pumpers. 

We are planning to build two new sub- 
stations and equip them with 750-gpm 
pumpers with three-section 35-foot metal 
ladders plus roof and attic ladders. 


M. H. Sutton, Chief, Washington, 
D. C.: We carry one 20-foot extension 
and one 12-foot roof ladder on our 
pumpers. Our older pumpers are equipped 
with wooden ladders, but all the later 
pumpers come through with metal lad- 
ders. 

The possible situations under which 
our engine companies might require the 
ladders they carry when responding to an 
emergency alone and particularly when 
returning to quarters from an alarm, are 
so numerous that the advantages of hav- 
ing the ladders available are obvious. 
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+ NIELSEN-RIONDA 
Introduce their amazing 


new metal 










z 
$ The wonder metal! It peer for 
¢ 2 life-time to a rich brilliancy and 
- tk looks like 14 Kt. Gold, The entire 
badge body throughout is made of 
STA-BRITE. 
(©) . 
PLUS—all the advantages of su- 
perior durability and added poe 
of the EXCLUSIVE NIELSE 
RIONDA solid flat back. 


ae 


PLUS—10 year guaranteed silver 
fused coat and cap attachments, cen- 
ter emblems and num 


e 
Assures you of the best badge values. 
® 


Write Dept. 32 for free 32 page 
catalog, ent badges available 
in » as well as 
em: B, finishes. 


NIELSEN *RIONDA \; 


40 JOHN ST., NEW YORK 38, N. Y 


> hegvudie@iaianiats 


724 
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Hardened Steel Driving 
Gears Take All 
Driving Load = 


EON 


Olary 
PUMP 
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Free Illustrated Brochure Describes . . . 

¢ Complete Specifications 
Performance Graph 
All Construction Features 
Installation Directions 
Operation Instructions 
Diagrams of 4 Models 


POTTER-HORN INC. 


Statler Bldg., Boston 16, Mass. 


AMERICAN FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 


717 Boylston Street, Boston 16, Mass. 


| Please rush me free illustrated brochure | 
| that describes the improved Leonard Pump. 








































































ARE BEYOND COMPARE= 


‘Discarded Soda Acid Extinguishers for INDIAN FIRE PUMPS”’ 
“Over a year ago we discarded soda and acid type extinguishers and equipped with your 
INDIAN FIRE PUMPS which are giving great satisfaction with everyone well pleased. 

We use INDIANS on fires that look impossible for a small pump to handle but they have 
always held the fire until a line could be laid and in most cases have the fire out before 
the line is laid. H. B. Wells, Fire Chief 

Newbury, S. C. 


NO. 80 INDIAN 
LEVER TYPE 
Pump and Handle 


NO. 90 INDIAN 
SLIDING PUMP TYPE 


















For all Class A fires. Fire Chiefs say 
INDIANS are ‘‘worth their weight 
in gold."’ 


D. B. SMITH & CO. 


“FOR 70 YEARS THE LEADERS” 
406 Main St., Utica 2, N. Y. 


SEND FOR NEW CATALOG 


Pacific Coast Branch: 


Hercules Equipment & Rubber Co., Inc. 
San Francisco 7, Calif. 


Canadian Agents: 
Fleck Bros. Limited 
Vancouver, B. C. Canada 
C. E. Hickey & Sons, Ltd. 
Hamilton, Ont., Canada 
Bison Hardware Co. 
Toronto, Canada 
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Chief POWHATAN'S NEW 
DURA-FOG NOZZLE 


p A Strong Husky Nozzle 
p> Maintenance Free 


p» Greater Reach 


p Finer Dispersion 
p> Denser Curtain 


p Each Nozzle Sold Has A 
100% Performance Test 


*® §0 Called Because of its Durability 


STRAIGHT! 












Rubber bumper 

for protection and 
non-slip grip. “Clicks” 
into straight stream 
or desired fog pattern. 
Stream can be selected 
by sight or touch. 
Floating gland type shut 
off. Shock absorbent 
shut off mechanism. 
Sure grip base and 
sturdy handle. 














30° FOG PATTERN | 60° FOG PATTERN |90° FOG PATTERN 















NOZZLE PRESSURE 


GPM 









REACH GPM REACH GPM REACH GPM REACH 








100 PSI 
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85’ 60 40’ 65 30’ 72 20’ 











125 PSI 





REG. U.S.PAT. 
OFF. 
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65 43’ 68 35’ 








We have been manufacturing fire protection items for the 
past 64 years. If you do not have one, write for our cata- 
log “A” which shows Powhatan’s complete line. 


| POWHATAN 


BRASS AND IRON WORKS 
RANSON, WEST VIRGINIA 











How balanced weight distribution: 
makes FWD safer for high speeds 
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ORDINARY 2-WHEEL DRIVE FWD FOUR WHEEL DRIVE 
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Spins easily because it Drifts without power 
is over-powered. —may lock and be 
pushed into skids. 


Less spin because Power prevents locking 
power matches weight. and skidding—holds on 
turns, steers easily. 


Only FWD pumpers have the patented power-divider transfer case and 
balanced weight distribution that gives you true four wheel drive! 
And Four Wheel Drive is the fastest, safest way to get your equipment 
into action. 


The FWD transfer case transmits instant power to both axles in correct 
proportion to axle weight . gives gripping traction at every wheel. 
The powered front wheels hold to tightest turns without drift or slip. 
They pull out of skids rather than being pushed into them. 


Driving power is transmitted to both axles for faster getaways; easier 
steering; faster, safer cornering; greater hill climbing ability; up to 82% 
greater traction on slippery streets and powerful traction that goes 
through hub-deep mud and loose sand or radiator-deep snow to get to 
off-highway water sources. 


FWD pumpers carry the finest fire-fighting equipment available, de- 
signed with the experience of 43 years. But most important, you can 
get it into action faster and safer because it has Four Wheel Drive! 


Pumper demonstrations are now being put on by FWD dealers throughout the 
country. Check with FWD for dates of demonstrations in your area. 


Builders of America’s Finest and Safest Fire Apparatus 


THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO COMPANY . CLINTONVILLE, WISCONSIN + Canadian Factory: KITCHENER, ONTARIO 








